
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope that last week’s break offered the opportunity to spend some quality time 
with your family.  

As you will be aware, Miss Smith will begin her Maternity Leave shortly and her 
final day working with us will be Friday 5th March. I will write separately to the 
school community to wish her well. 
 

I'm pleased to inform Class 1 parents that before the half term break, school 
leaders and the Academy Council completed a rigorous recruitment process and 
successfully appointed Miss Stokes as teacher to cover Miss Smith's maternity 
leave. We are delighted that Miss Stokes will be joining our school community and 
she is very much looking forward to getting to know the pupils in Class 1 and 
leading their learning for the remainder of this academic year. Miss Stokes is an 
experienced teacher and her most recent post was in a mixed Reception/Y1 class. 
 

Extensive transition arrangements behind the scenes have been highly effective 
and staff have been working together to share key information ready to welcome 
all children back to school. Miss Stokes will be joining some online lessons next 
week to begin the familiarisation process. We have also restructured support staff 
so that Mrs Shelton will work in Class 1 throughout the week, bringing a wealth of 
experience and a familiar face to help the children settle back in. 
 

Miss Stokes has created a one-page introduction of herself. This has been attached 
to the email along with this letter. Please share this with your child. As part of the 
Meets next week, some of the follow up activities will be aimed at allowing the 
children time to share their qualities and interests in a creative way for Miss 
Stokes to read. This information, alongside the quality discussions held in school, 
will give Miss Stokes the best possible start to her time in Class 1.  
 

I know that parents will be anxious on two fronts: the return to school and the 
return to a new teacher. School leaders and pastoral staff will work closely with 
all concerned to ensure that all children have a happy and effective return to 
school on 8th March.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please get in touch. We appreciate that the 
circumstances are far from ideal but we are here for you to offer any additional 
support you or your children may need. 
 

Love and best wishes, 
 

Mr Bartram  


