St Ignatius Catholic Primary School
‘An inspired learning community with Jesus Christ at the centre’
Dear Parents & Carers,

25.11.20

New Facebook and Twitter accounts
Thank you to all the parents/carers who have liked and shared our recent Facebook posts. We will
continue to post stories on here and on Dojo and the website too in case you are not using social media
platforms.
Anti-bullying week
Last week marked Anti-bullying week in school. We hope the
children enjoyed the activities they took part in.
These included:
Online assemblies for Odd Socks Day Ks2 lessons on ‘United
against bullying’
Performance poetry
Odd socks colouring
Circle time activities
Anti-bullying posters and acrostic poems
Dance and drama in PE around the anti-bullying theme
Most importantly, we hope the children retain the
message of the week; if we are all united against bullying
and look out for one another then the world will be a
better place!
New displays will shortly be going up in school to help
children to remember what they have learned.
Festive kindness
On Monday 7th December, BBC Look North are coming to film the school choir as they walk to York House
in Ossett to spread their ‘Festive Kindness’. The choir has worked extremely hard and wanted to share
some happiness at Christmas. The media were keen to be part of this lovely occasion.
In order to maintain this as a Covid-Secure event, the children will walk and remain in their 3 bubbles
throughout. They will be singing outdoors to the residents of York House as they listen in. Unfortunately,
parents/carers will not be able to attend this event due to restrictions. It will be aired on BBC Look North
at 6:30pm on Monday 7th December. Don’t forget to tune in.

In November we remember
Don’t forget to send your red love hearts into school. I have attached these to this newsletter again.
Please write the name(s) of those whom you would like us to pray for and send this back into school.
Please use a black pen and write these on the coloured side. We will put these into a special book, which
will become part of our weekly SANGAM assemblies.
The not-so travelling crib
It is at this time of the year when each class would traditionally send home the Travelling Crib, which
would normally visit each of our families during Advent. This year we have had to modify this and have
decided to have a slightly different approach. Each family will receive 4 sheets of nativity
characters/objects plus a black background (feel free to add to this). The characters can be coloured in
and cut out by the children at home. As this is a retell of the Christmas story over time, children will meet
a new character/object each day as part of the Christmas story, which they will add to their nativity scene
background. Traditionally, baby Jesus would normally be added to the nativity scene on Christmas
morning, but in order to stay true to the Christmas story this will not be possible on this journey. We will
post a short piece of information on Dojo for each new character/object for you to share with the children
at home each day from Monday 30 November up until Friday 18 December, our last day in school before
the holidays. We hope to spread the message of hope, love and joy to all families.
We suggest not to glue the characters down, as the children may want to move them as the scene
develops. Blu-tac would be good for this. Further details can be found on the sheets, which the children
will be bringing home after school on Wednesday 25th November 2020.
Virtual Christmas Fayre
It’s that time of year!
The Friends of St Ignatius have organised a virtual Christmas Fayre this year. If you would like to have a
look at the gifts on offer, please find their Facebook group, ‘Friends of St Ignatius Christmas Fayre’.
Alternatively, if you would like to sell gifts on the group, please send them a direct message: stalls are
£10 each and we kindly ask you donate a prize for their raffle.
Please support these small businesses and the Friends of St Ignatius.
Raspberry Pi Foundation
The Raspberry Pi Foundation have launched a free Learn at Home initiative to support parents and
young people with coding resources at home. You don’t need any coding experience to join in, and all
of their resources and activities are free forever. Get involved with their space challenge, Astro Pi
Mission Zero in partnership with the European Space Agency, where young people can send a message
to the International Space Station! Every Wednesday their team of educators host a digital making live
stream to inspire and teach young people about getting creative with technology. They provide over
200 coding projects you can follow on any computer, with themes from looking after yourself to
protecting the planet. All with step-by-step instructions, accessible online at any time, for free!
Simply visit their website to get started right away!
PE Kit
As we approach the end of our first term, it has been noted that some children are wearing various
clothing items (different colours and styles) that are not part of our uniform policy. Currently, all children
attend school in their PE kit on their PE days (2 days a week) which is working effectively. All PE lessons
are outdoors unless the weather does not allow for this. Therefore, the boys and girls will need a white
T-shirt and a dark blue tracksuit or sweatshirt and jogging bottoms. Below is the St Ignatius school

uniform link to Marks & Spencer online. Alternatively, these are readily available in most supermarkets,
which sell clothing ranges.
https://www.mandsyourschooluniform.com/m-s-uniform/uniform-by-school/tyne-wearyorkshire/st-ignatius-catholic-school/5637147028.c?ecbr=1

Healthy eating and snacks
St Ignatius School actively promotes healthy eating, and your children will have plenty of opportunities
during the school year to learn about healthy diets. This is reflected in the meals we provide. After the
Christmas holidays, school will undertake an extensive review of lunchboxes and the contents of these.
We fully understand that some children may require a snack at playtime. Please ensure you help us
promote healthy eating and only send fresh fruit or a healthy snack like dried fruit. KS1 children are
provided with a piece of fruit each day, free of charge.
Christmas Nativities
Unfortunately, we are unable to have our usual Christmas Nativities in school with classes gathering.
Nevertheless, a short Nativity has been prepared by Mrs Shelton for each class.
Nursery
The Nativity- in full costume- will take place in school and will be recorded for parents to view on Class
Dojo. On Friday 11th December at 11:30am, Nursery parents are invited to come to school a little earlier
to watch their children sing the songs and carols outdoors on the Nursery stage.
Class 1 and 2
Class 1 and 2 will perform their Nativity twice. On Monday 14th December at 2:30pm, Class 1 parents are
invited to come to watch their children sing the songs and carols outdoors on the main school playground.
Class 1 and 2 children will remain in their own groups and we ask parents to socially distance themselves
on the playground. There will be a repeat performance for Class 2 parents on Tuesday 15 th December at
2:30pm. We will also record the performance for those parents unable to attend. It is important that you
adhere to the appropriate day so that we do not have an abundance of people on the playground at once.
Children and siblings will be able to leave early once the performance has finished. This should allow for
KS2 parents to arrive safely later in the day.
Class 3
On Tuesday 8th December at 2:30pm, Class 3 parents are invited to come to watch their children sing the
songs and carols outdoors on the main school playground. We ask parents to socially distance themselves
on the playground. We will also record the performance for those parents unable to attend. Children and
siblings will be able to leave early once the performance has finished.
Class 4
On Wednesday 9th December at 2:30pm, Class 4 parents are invited to come to watch their children sing
the songs and carols outdoors on the main school playground. We ask parents to socially distance
themselves on the playground. We will also record the performance for those parents unable to attend.
Children and siblings will be able to leave early once the performance has finished.

Class 5
On Friday 11th December at 2:30pm, Class 5 parents are invited to come to watch their children sing the
songs and carols outdoors on the main school playground. We ask parents to socially distance themselves
on the playground. We will also record the performance for those parents unable to attend. Children and
siblings will be able to leave early once the performance has finished.

Choir Christmas concert
On Thursday 17th December at 2:15pm, the choir will perform a Christmas concert. The parents of these
children are invited to come to watch on the main school playground. Class 3, 4 and 5 children will remain
in their own groups whilst they perform and we ask parents to socially distance themselves on the
playground. We will also record the performance for those parents unable to attend. Children and siblings
will be able to leave early once the performance has finished.
For each of the above performances, we will run a raffle as these funds have been invaluable in providing
extra resources for Christmas in school. A member of staff will have a collection box to collect your
donations as you enter the playground. We will enter each of the children’s names from that class and
draw out 1 winner for each performance.
Other dates for the diary
Thursday 10th December 2020-Friends Secret stall pm. Children can bring in £2 in total so they can
buy a gift for their mum and a gift for their dad. If there are any gifts left over at the end of the day,
children can purchase gifts for grandparents the following morning. Nursery children will also be
able to purchase gifts late morning.
Wednesday 16th December 2020-Christmas Dinner day and party afternoon.

Reflection
Christmas is coming! There are loved ones to see/speak to, gifts to give, baking to share. We
prepare our homes for the celebration. Yet even more important than this outward preparation
is the preparation of our heart.
The Advent season is a beautiful reminder to prepare our hearts as we prepare our homes — to
celebrate the birth of our Saviour, Jesus! This Sunday, we light the first of the candles in the
Advent wreath: the candle of Hope.
Is your heart filled with hope?
Hope in Jesus comes from more than just a belief that he was once a baby in a manger. This
hope in Him has been called “an anchor for the soul.” It is something deep within, that secures
you through the storms of life.
Putting your hope in Jesus will give you these four things.
HOPE FOR HELP
We are invited to come to Him and confidently ask for help. Hebrews 4:16 tells us, “to come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in our time of
need” (Hebrews 4:16).
HOPE TO OVERCOME
Things that leave one feeling powerless and hopeless come in many forms. With Christ’s
strength, you can overcome great obstacles, and faith in Jesus gives hope and help to
overcome “and this is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith” (one John 5:4).

HOPE FOR POWER
Sometimes in life, we find ourselves with a task that simply looks too big for us. We do not just
need a cup of God’s strength added to our own; rather, we need His strength in us to do what we
need to do. He will give it! 2 Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my
strength is made perfect in weakness.” Seeing our weakness as the entry point of God’s strength
gives access to His power!
HOPE FOR ETERNITY
When we put our faith and hope in Jesus, it not only gives us help, strength, and po wer for
where we walk today, but it also gives us hope for life after death. It is a confident expectation
of the ultimate “tomorrow.”
The God of Hope sent His son to be our Saviour. He is only one prayer away. If you want the
confident expectation of His strength and wisdom in your today and His help and hope for your
tomorrow, you need only ask so that you may overflow with hope.
“May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13).
Dear God, I have gone my own way and have put my hope in so many things that have
disappointed me. Thank you that you sent Jesus, that first Christmas long ago, to be my Savio ur. I
believe He came for me. Forgive me and lead me today. Show me how to live in the confident
expectation of how you can impact my life, my character, and my circumstances. I place my hope
in You right now and ask You to make Yourself known to me in my life right where I walk. I thank
you. I pray this in the name of Jesus, Amen.

Love and best wishes!
Mr S Bartram

