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“An inspired learning community with Jesus Christ at 

our centre” 

 

It is our aim that, through the power of the Holy Spirit: 

 Each individual is valued, loved, welcomed and accepted as a precious 

creation of God. 

 We are a community where ‘God is love’ is revealed in the witness of 

everyday life.  

 A love of learning is inspired and the wide range of God-given gifts and 

talents of each child is celebrated and fulfilled.  

 We provide the highest possible quality of education within a learning 

environment where children are both challenged and supported. 
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Intent 

Statement of Intent 

At St. Ignatius Catholic Primary school, we intend to deliver a progressive English curriculum 

that is, where possible, tailored to the interests of our pupils. We believe strongly in the 

importance of language development and acquisition therefore providing children with 

opportunities to practise, rehearse and use a broad and varied vocabulary are included in 

lessons wherever possible. A high-quality education in English will teach our pupils to speak 

and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and 

through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in 

particular, our pupils will have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, 

socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading 

also enables our pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. 

All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of our school 

community and the wider society. 

 

Aims and Objectives: 

 To deliver the National Curriculum in a clear and interesting manner, through use of 

Quality First teaching and utilising a range of different teaching styles.  

 To plan for continuation and progression that builds on skills learnt from the Early 

Years (EY) upto Year 6. 

 To establish English guidelines as a subject and English across the curriculum so that 

the quality of pupils’ English skills are equivalent across all subjects.  

 To expose children to a broad and varied vocabulary which they have opportunities to 

use in a range of subjects.  

 To develop a passion for reading by using a range of high quality, age appropriate texts 

for each class. 

 To allow children access to a broad range of reading material as part of reading 

schemes, free reader/ class books to develop stamina for reading. 

 To meet the needs of every child so that they can acquire and develop reading, writing 

and oracy skills. 

 To acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 

linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

 To write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and 

for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

 To use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 

their understanding and ideas 

 To read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

 To develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 



 

 To appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

 Are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 

 

Implementation 

Curriculum 

Children will be taught the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum appropriate for 

their year group. Teachers will often use novels as a vehicle for teaching this, which may be 

linked to another curriculum area such as geography or history. Each class has a two-year plan 

for English which can be accessed on the school website.   

Spoken language 

The National Curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ 

development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. Spoken 

language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of 

language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar 

and their understanding for reading and writing. Teachers follow the statutory guidance 

outlined in the Primary National Curriculum. This year the school has started to implement a 

greater focus on the use of spoken language and vocabulary development. The ‘languages 

champion’ programme aims to help children acquire and use as broad a range of vocabulary 

as possible though deliberate teaching strategies (further details in the planning section). The 

aim of this initiative is to reduce the ‘language gap’ between the most disadvantaged pupils 

and their peers upon entry to Early Years, and to keep narrowing the gap throughout their 

school journey. 

Reading 

The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions: 

 Word reading 

 Comprehension (both listening and reading). 

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions; 

different kinds of teaching are needed for each. 

Teachers should refer to the statutory guidelines outlined in the Primary National Curriculum 

in Appendix A. 

At St Ignatius' Catholic Primary School we will teach reading by teaching daily phonics sessions 

for all pupils in Foundation and Key Stage 1 (See planning section for further details of phonics 

organisation).  



 

Due to the nature of reading comprehension, it is expected that teachers will ensure the full 

coverage of the statutory guidance for lower and upper Key Stage Two. Teachers choose books 

to read as class novels as a stimulus for writing opportunities which are often linked to history 

or geography topics.  

Writing 

The programmes of study for writing at Key Stages One and Two consist of two dimensions: 

 Transcription (spelling and handwriting)  

Transcription (spelling and handwriting) composition (articulating ideas and structuring them 

in speech and writing). Letters and Sounds and emergent writing form the basis of early 

literacy lessons where children start to understand the relationship between sounds and 

letters (phonics) Children are gradually introduced to more sophisticated spelling patterns and 

word structures. 

 Composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing). 

Effective composition involves forming, articulating and communicating ideas, and then 

organising them coherently for a reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, 

purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar which 

are taught implicitly and explicitly from Year 1 through to Year 6 using the appendices in the 

New National Curriculum. 

It is essential that teaching develops pupils’ competence in these two dimensions. In addition, 

pupils should be taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. 

Teachers should refer to the statutory guidelines outlined in the Primary National Curriculum. 

Spelling 

Spelling is taught discretely, allowing each year group to complete their statutory 

requirements. An investigative approach is taken, using the ‘Read Write Inc’ spelling 

programme as a basis for learning.  

 

Planning 

Spoken Language 

At St Ignatius' Catholic Primary School we will teach spoken language by giving children in all 

classes the opportunity to work in groups of different sizes and varying abilities - in pairs, small 

groups, large groups and as a whole class. Children will discuss a variety of topics across a 

range of subjects in the curriculum.  



 

In line with the ‘languages champions’ initiative, teachers will plan for key vocabulary that 

they wish the children to learn as part of each unit of work. This applies for English lessons, 

but also for other curriculum areas such as geography and history.  

On planning, teachers are encouraged to include the specific vocabulary they would like the 

children to acquire during that lesson/ unit of work. Vocabulary can be broken down into three 

tiers of words: 

1. Anchor words - Everyday spoken language for a child of this age. Used at home &/or 

in daily interactions. Students have a thorough understanding. 

2. Just right words - Words likely to be encountered again in reading or in oral language 

3. Step on words - Less likely to be encountered again in own reading. 

Given the nature of the words, it is expected that tier 2 and 3 words would be the focus on 

planning. The amount to be taught depends on the age and ability of pupils, but generally 1-2 

words per lesson would be recommended.  

Children will have the opportunity to develop their language skills by: 

 Class discussions 

 Talk partner activities 

 Opportunities to discuss ideas with partners before feeding back to the class 

 Show and tell 

 Debating 

 Critical and philosophical thinking 

 Reasoning and explaining 

Drama is also used across the Key Stages to explore ideas or texts. Pupils should develop a 

capacity to explain their understanding of books and other reading, and to prepare their ideas 

before they write. They must be assisted in making their thinking clear to themselves as well 

as to others and teachers should ensure that pupils build secure foundations by using 

discussion to probe and remedy their misconceptions. 

Particularly in Upper Key Stage Two, as part of these activities, children are encouraged to 

speak in full sentences, justify their thoughts and opinions clearly and be prepared to give 

further justification for their responses.  

Phonics 

A brief summary of our phonics rationale is below. Full details are available in our phonics 

policy.  

Initially the children learn to read in Early Years and Key Stage One, by following a structured 

phonics programme called ‘Letters and Sounds’. The programme is delivered four times 

weekly and consists of five phases. The children work progressively through each of the phases 



 

two to five. Phase 1 begins in Nursery and continues to be taught alongside the other phases 

until the end of Year 1. 

In Early Years and KS1 children are grouped for phonics sessions according to their current 

phase. The children’s progress in phonics is closely monitored and assessed every half term. 

At the end of Year 1, children have a National Phonics Screening Check, which assessed their 

progress in phonics. 

Phonics support is in place via additional interventions for those children who require it during 

Key Stage Two.  

Teachers will explain unfamiliar words to children in both Key Stages as appropriate, with an 

emphasis being on finding out meaning independently for children in Key Stage Two. Age 

appropriate dictionaries are available to all children in Key Stage Two and dictionary skills are 

taught from Year Three upwards, in accordance with the National Curriculum requirements.  

 

Reading Comprehension 

Throughout school, a variety of teaching methods are used to benefit different learning styles. 

Guided reading (reading in a small group) and one to one reading sessions are used to develop 

children’s understanding and comprehension skills. Shared reading allows teachers to model 

the reading skills that are required to enable the children to achieve highly. Discussion of 

features of different types of texts and trying to understand the purpose of a piece of writing 

is also one of the skills developed through these methods. Reading to the class for pleasure, 

using a book that appeals to their interests, is also something that we promote in school to 

help children to forge a passion for reading from an early age. 

  

Throughout Key Stage One and Lower Key Stage Two, children follow the Oxford Reading Tree 

scheme of books which they take home regularly as part of their homework. Once children 

have completed this, they become ‘free readers’ and choose from the class libraries.  

  

As with all subjects, we believe that planning and delivering engaging lessons will inspire the 

children to participate and achieve. Choosing books linked to our current topics, help to bring 

other areas of the curriculum to life. Similarly, participating in events such as World Book Day 

and running a ‘book club’ as part of the EOCT (Education Ossett Community Trust) Riveting 

Reads Book Awards, provides enjoyment for the children and gives them a purpose to strive 

to be the best reader they can be. 

 

 

 

 



 

Writing 

At St Ignatius' Catholic Primary School we will teach writing by giving children the opportunity 

to write for a variety of different purpose about a range of different topics, ensuring that pupils 

build their stamina and independence. 

Teachers will provide the opportunity for: 

 Students to produce an extended piece of writing every week, not limited to English 

books. 

 Students to produce writing in a range of forms under a variety of time constraints 

from Year 2 to Year 6 throughout each year. E.g:  A narrative text written in 45 minutes 

and a narrative text planned, edited and re-drafted.  

 Extended writing. In Key Stage One this is linked to the current history, geography or 

science topic. In Key Stage Two children participate in 'Exciting Writing', where they 

are given a stimulus unrelated to any current topics (video, script, object) and 

complete an independent task inspired by this. This is marked in detail by the teacher 

to give children very clear next steps to move their writing forward. In the follow-up 

lesson, the children are given a task to practise a particular skill identified as a target 

in the marking. This two-lesson approach takes place once a half term and is completed 

in a separate book to the children's main English book. 

Spelling 

All children in Years Two to Six complete daily 15 minute sessions following the 'Read Write 

Inc Spelling' scheme. Children are split into single year groups and taught the requirements 

for their particular year, according to the National Curriculum. Each unit follows a set structure 

which introduces a spelling pattern, explaining how to apply this and any exceptions to be 

aware of. Children are also given opportunity to learn the spellings for their age group as set 

out in the National Curriculum as part of the programme.  

Handwriting 

Handwriting is taught in accordance to the requirements set out in the National Curriculum. 

In Early Years, printing letter and number formation is used and is practised daily. Children 

learn rhymes to help them remember the letters to encourage correct formation. During Year 

One, children continue to focus on correct letter formation, progressing to starting every letter 

on the line, pre-cursive. During Class Two, handwriting is taught to be cursive, following the 

joins outlined in the Sheffield handwriting scheme and in accordance with the statutory 

requirements in the National Curriculum. Cursive handwriting is modelled by the teacher and 

other adults working in class and used in displays where appropriate. Good examples of 

handwriting which reflect age-appropriate standards are displayed in classrooms and in the 

hall, reception area. 

 



 

Early Years and Nursery Provision 

In the ‘Early Years’, children work to the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory 

Framework. This framework is structured very differently to the national curriculum as it is 

organised across seven areas of learning ; one of them being ‘Literacy’, in which children learn 

key skills that will enable them to access the English National Curriculum as they enter Year 

One. Children have plenty of opportunities to write in each of the learning areas in the EY 

provision at St Ignatius, including the role play areas.  Communication and language and 

personal, social and emotional development are drivers for ensuring that children access and 

acquire a broad level of vocabulary use.  

 

Differentiation, Equal Opportunities and Inclusion 

The Senior Leadership Team, Class Teachers and Teaching Assistants at St. Ignatius Catholic 

Primary School are responsible for ensuring that all children, irrespective of gender, learning 

ability, physical disability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have access to the whole 

curriculum and make the greatest possible progress. Quality First teaching is used by all 

teachers to ensure that all pupils are able to access the English curriculum at the level at which 

they are currently working. Teachers differentiate to ensure that children who are working 

within their year group expectations can confidently access the National Curriculum 

objectives. Gender and cultural differences will be reflected positively in the teaching 

materials used. All pupils, including the more able pupils, will be given suitably challenging 

activities to stretch and engage within and just above their own abilities to enhance learning. 

Where children are working below their age-related expectations, teachers plan specific 

objectives which may be separate to the rest of the class (for example following the Wakefield 

Progression Steps) to provide tailored individual planning to help children achieve targets set 

in a ‘Learner Profile’ or ‘Supporting Me to Learn Plan’.   

 

Marking (See Marking Policy)  

Marking in English depends upon the year group and the activity completed. Verbal feedback 

during the lesson is used in Early Years. In Key Stage One, a combination of verbal feedback 

and written comments is used, particularly after a longer piece of writing.  

‘Marking for improvement’ comments in a child’s book must be relevant to the learning 

objective to help children to better focus on future targets. It is imperative that children are 

given the time to improve their work and teachers will support children by scaffolding 

improvements as necessary.  

If a child is working at expected level for their year group, it is expected that errors corrected 

will be focusing on expectations for that year group (for example commas after fronted 

adverbials would be picked up in a year four child’s work). If errors are frequently picked up 

that are below the year group expectation (for example full stops missing from a year four 



 

child’s work), it would be questioned whether that child is working at expected standard. This 

also applies to spelling corrections. In Key Stage Two, if children are requiring many 

corrections of high frequency words, it is expected this would be addressed via additional 

support/ interventions.   

 

Displays 

English displays should aim to support children in their current writing topic, and therefore be 

changed regularly. A ‘working wall’ style which builds up throughout the topic is beneficial as 

it is added to with the children and therefore more meaningful. This would include key words 

and features of the current topic and any model texts that may be used. Additional visual 

prompts also in a class can include: 

 Year group standards in line with the National Curriculum 

 Vocabulary prompts 

 Active listening posters 

 Children’s work demonstrating good examples of work 

 Support for grammar and punctuation  

 

Spelling support materials should reflect the year group expectations. This may include lists of 

statutory words for that year group. Work to support/ remind of the fortnightly spelling rule 

and examples would also be recommended. 

 

Each class should have a reading area, which has a range of quality, age-appropriate reading 

materials, which are well maintained.  

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment in English should be in line with the current Assessment Policy. Teachers should 
use the statements on the insight tracking programme to guide their planning and assess 
against these periodically to inform teacher assessment.  

Reading 

Summative assessments take place in reading across years 3-5 three times a year. NFER 

reading papers are used; results are recorded on the insights tracking online system. This feeds 

into the teacher judgement for that assessment period. 

In addition, Twinkl reading papers are used after the first term (years 3-5). In Year 6, previous 

SATs papers are used to inform teacher assessments. 

In EYFS and KS1, teachers assess as appropriate, filling in the data on insights in time for 

assessment reporting. In Year 2, previous SATs papers and Twinkl assessment papers are used 

to inform teacher judgements.  



 

It is recommended that teachers feedback to pupils following assessments, particularly after 

tests, in a manner that is constructive and age-appropriate. This can be going through certain 

questions that a group of pupils found difficult, by whole class if there were common errors, 

or on a one-to-one basis as needed.  

Guided reading is also a good way of gathering information regarding pupils’ abilities against 

the statements on the Insights tracker.  

Writing 

In writing, teachers also assess using the insights statements for the year group, which link to 

the National Curriculum statutory requirements. Teachers should update these statements 

at the end of each unit of work, which will influence their assessment judgement at the next 

assessment reporting period. In KS2, teachers may wish to use the ‘exciting writing’ task to 

ascertain whether pupils can complete an objective independently.  

For SEN pupils working below age-related expectations, the correct statements should be 

updated. This could be objectives from the year below, or different methods such as 

Wakefield Progression Steps. 

Data is inputted onto insight before the end of each half term and any assessments made are 

used to inform the following half terms’ planning. 

 

English Leader Roles and Responsibilities: 

English education throughout the school is co-ordinated by the English Leader, and entails the 

following tasks: 

 Give support to colleagues as appropriate; 

 Conduct pupil interviews and gather information on the pupil voice; 

 Update and monitor of school resources;  

 Purchase resources that are needed following monitoring, including assessment 

materials for the year; 

 Lead meetings or discussions relating to English issues; 

 Policy development, implementation and review; 

 Update the school website regularly; 

 Monitoring, including; samples of work, book scrutinies and lesson observations; 

 Gather relevant data on a termly basis from all year groups and analyse this data, 

responding to the needs of pupils; 

 Produce, monitor and evaluate an action plan for English termly which is linked to the 

School Development Plan (if appropriate); 

 Organise any further training required by staff members; 

 Attend networking meetings for both the Local Authority and the Trust; 

 Report to the Senior Leadership Team regarding half termly progress and impact.  



 

Given the fact that the level of writing ability is expected to be consisted across all areas of 

the curriculum, it is expected that other subject leaders liaise with the English lead to monitor 

the implementation of English standards across their subjects.   

Regarding the planning and delivery of a high quality, consistent English curriculum across the 

school, the following responsibilities are expected of class teachers: 

 To use the National Curriculum to map coverage of English for their year group for the 

year. 

 To use the National Curriculum to plan and deliver engaging English lessons. 

 To create inspiring learning environments that are conducive to children making good 

progress. 

 To assess children against the National Curriculum for English, via the Target Tracker 

programme. 

 To use analysis of data to identify target groups for appropriate intervention.  

 To attend relevant training. 

 

 

Impact 

The impact of a successfully implemented English curriculum will show:  

 An increase in the level of vocabulary use in English and other curriculum areas 

 Pupil voice reports will include positive comments about engaging lessons  

 Scrutiny of books will show consistent progress for many pupils, including consistency 

across other subjects 

 Teachers will be able to work primarily at their own year groups age-related 

expectations and not having to cover areas of the English curriculum that are not 

secure. 

 There will be a love of reading prevalent across the school; evident in book corners, 

displays, through talking to pupils. 

 

 

Policy Monitoring and Review 
We believe this policy will be effective only if we ensure consistency across the school by 

regular monitoring. This policy is monitored by the Subject Leader and is evaluated and 

reviewed by the whole staff every year. 

 


