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These Teacher Assessment Frameworks (TAFs) will support teachers across the primary age range to identify children’s current attainment against 
national curriculum expectations for their year group for reading.   
 
These can be used at points across the year to consider the likelihood of meeting end of year standards.  Throughout the year teachers will record 
judgements as working within working towards (WWT), working towards (WT), working within expected (WEX), working at expected (EX), working within 
greater depth (WGD) and working at greater depth (GD). 
 
‘Pupil can’ statements  
‘Pupil can’ statements are performance indicators to give a snapshot of a pupil’s attainment at the end of the year. The statements listed in a standard 
describe what a pupil working at that standard should be able to do.  
 
Qualifiers and examples  
Some of the statements within these frameworks contain qualifiers (‘some’, ‘many’ and ‘most’) to indicate the extent to which pupils should 
demonstrate the knowledge or skill required. Where qualifiers are used, they have consistent meaning: ‘most’ indicates that the statement is generally 
met with only occasional errors; ‘many’ indicates that the statement is met frequently but not yet consistently; and ‘some’ indicates that the knowledge 
or skill is starting to be acquired and is demonstrated correctly on occasion, but is not yet consistent or frequent. Some of the statements contain 
examples. These do not dictate the evidence required, but only how that statement might be met. 
 
Using the English reading framework  
The standard in this framework contains a number of ‘pupil can’ statements. To judge that a pupil is working at this standard in English reading, teachers 
need to have evidence which demonstrates that the pupil meets all of the statements within the standard.   
The evidence informing a teacher’s judgement in English reading can include a school’s own tests. Although these might not focus solely on the key 
aspects in this framework, they may provide additional evidence to support the judgement and assess the broader curriculum. A pupil’s answers to 
specific questions in tests may also provide evidence that they have met certain statements   
 

Common exception words 
Year 1 - the, a, do, to, today, of, said, says, are, were, was, is, has, I, you, your, they, be, he, me, she, we, no, go, so, by, my, here, there, where, love, come, some, one, once, 
ask, friend, school, put, push, pull, full, house, our - Letters and Sounds in addition – into, all, her, have, like, little, do, when, out, what, oh, their, looked, called, asked 
Year 2 - door, floor, poor, because, find, kind, mind, behind, child, children, wild, climb, most, only, both, old, cold, gold, hold, told, every, everybody, even, great, break, steak, 
pretty, beautiful, after, fast, last, past, father, class, grass, pass, plant, path, bath, hour, move, prove, improve, sure, sugar, eye, could, should, would, who, whole, any, many, 
clothes, busy, people, water, again, half, money, Mr, Mrs, parents, Christmas 
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 End of Y1 reading assessment – Working at the expected standard (EX)  

The pupil can: 

 End of Y1 reading assessment – Working towards the expected standard (WT)  

The pupil can: 

 read accurately by blending the sounds in most words that contain the graphemes from phase 2           

  s, a, t, p, i, n,  m, d, g, o, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss 

 
 

 read accurately by blending the sounds in many words that contain the graphemes from phase 3     
j, v, w, y, z, zz, qu, ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, or 

 

 read accurately by blending the sounds in many words containing the graphemes from phase 2 and 3 that contain adjacent consonants (e.g. stop, pots, tent, 
stairs, fright, jelly, stain, throw) 

 

 read accurately some words containing the alternative graphemes for phonemes taught (e.g. day, play, boy, toy, sea, meat, bird, girl, out, blue, threw)  

 read some common exception words  (year 1 list)  

 read some words  correctly with the /v/ sound at the end of words (e.g. have, give, live, love)  

 read some words correctly of more than one syllable that contain the GPCs  (e.g. deckchair, bedroom, upstairs, downstairs)  

 read some words containing taught GPCs and  –s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er and –est endings  

 read some words with contractions (e.g. I’ll, we’ll, I’m)  

In a book closely matched to the GPCs as above, the pupil can: 

 read aloud some words quickly and accurately without overt sounding and blending  

 sound out some unfamiliar words accurately  

In a familiar book that is read to them, the pupil can   
 

 make some links to what has been read to them to their own experiences  

 retell some key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales  

 join in with some predictable phrases  

 join in with rhymes and poems  

 begin to check the text makes sense to them and sometimes correct themselves   

 talk about some meanings of new words (vocabulary)  

 answer some questions to show their understanding of a text that is read to them (retrieval)  

 make some inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  in a text that is read to them  (words and illustrations)  
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 read accurately by blending the sounds in most words that contain the graphemes from phase 2 and phase 3 
s, a, t, p, i, n,  m, d, g, o, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss  
j, v, w, y, z, zz, qu, ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, or 

 
 
 

 read accurately by blending the sounds in most words containing the graphemes from phase 2 and 3 that contain adjacent 
consonants (e.g. strap, spots, tents, stairs, fright, class, brain, throw, brush, float, greet, press, chart) 

 

 read accurately many words containing the alternative graphemes for phonemes taught (e.g. day, play, boy, toy, sea, meat, bird, girl, 
out, blue, threw, stripes, tied, shapes) 

 

 read most common exception words  (year 1 list)  

 read most words  correctly with the /v/ sound at the end of words (e.g. have, give, live, love)  

 read many words correctly of more than one syllable that contain the GPCs  (e.g. deckchair, bedroom, upstairs, downstairs)  

 read many words containing taught GPCs and  –s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er and –est endings  

 read many words with contractions and understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter (e.g. I’ll, we’ll, I’m)  

In a book closely matched to the GPCs as above, the pupil can: 

 read aloud many words quickly and accurately without overt sounding and blending  

 sound out many unfamiliar words accurately  

In a familiar book that is read to them, the pupil can   

 make links to what has been read to them to their own experiences  

 retell key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales  

 join in with most predictable phrases  

 join in with rhymes and poems and recite some by heart  

 check the text makes sense to them and correct themselves most of the time  

 talk about meanings of new words (vocabulary)  

 answer questions to show their understanding of a text that is read to them (retrieval)  

 make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done in a text that is read to them (words and illustrations)  

 

 End of Y1 reading assessment – Working at greater depth within the expected standard (GD)  
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The pupil can: 

 read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far, especially recognizing alternative sounds 
for graphemes 

 

 read most common exception words  (year 1 list) and some from year 2 list  

 read most words correctly of two or more syllables  

 read most words containing taught GPCs and  –s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er and –est endings  

 read most words with contractions and understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter (e.g. I’ll, we’ll, I’m)  

In age appropriate books, the pupil can: 

 read most words quickly and accurately without overt sounding and blending  

 sound out many unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation  

In a familiar book that they can already read accurately and fluently, the pupil can: 

 make links to what has been read to them to their own experiences  

 check the text makes sense to them and correct themselves   

 talk about meanings of new words they have found (vocabulary)  

 answer questions to show their understanding of a text (retrieval)  

 make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done (words and illustrations)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 End of key stage 1 reading assessment – Working towards the expected standard (WT)  

The pupil can: 
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 read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the common graphemes for all 40+ phonemes*   
 

 read accurately some words of two or more syllables that contain the same grapheme- phoneme correspondences (GPCs)*   
 

 

 read many common exception words.*    

In a book closely matched to the GPCs as above, the pupil can: 

 read aloud many words quickly and accurately without overt sounding and blending    

 sound out some unfamiliar words accurately 
 

 

In a familiar book that is read to them, the pupil can   
 

 answer questions in discussion with the teacher and make simple inferences.    
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
* Teachers should refer to the spelling appendix to the national curriculum (English Appendix 1) to exemplify the words that pupils should be able to 
read as well as spell.  
1 Teachers should compare the books that their pupils read with those provided for the key stage 1 reading test developed by STA. The sources for the 
reading test are listed in the copyright acknowledgements in published key stage 1 test materials.  
2 Approximately 90 words per minute is a good indicator of when children start to read with sufficient fluency to focus on their understanding, but some 
pupils read slower than this while still being able to do so.  
 
 

 
 
 

 End of key stage 1reading assessment – Working at the expected standard (EX)  

The pupil can: 
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 read accurately most words of two or more syllables   
 

 read most words containing common suffixes* 
 

 

 read most common exception words.* 
 

 

In age-appropriate1 books, the pupil can:  
 

 read most words accurately without overt sounding and blending, and sufficiently fluently to allow them to focus on their 

understanding rather than on decoding individual words2   

 

 sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation.    

In a book that they can already read fluently, the pupil can:   
 

 check it makes sense to them, correcting any inaccurate reading    

 answer questions and make some inferences 
 

 

 explain what has happened so far in what they have read. 
 

 

 
* Teachers should refer to the spelling appendix to the national curriculum (English Appendix 1) to exemplify the words that pupils should be able to 
read as well as spell.  
1 Teachers should compare the books that their pupils read with those provided for the key stage 1 reading test developed by STA. The sources for the 
reading test are listed in the copyright acknowledgements in published key stage 1 test materials.  
2 Approximately 90 words per minute is a good indicator of when children start to read with sufficient fluency to focus on their understanding, but some 
pupils read slower than this while still being able to do so.  
 
 

 
 

 End of key stage 1 reading assessment – Working at greater depth within the expected standard (GD)  
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The pupil can, in a book they are reading independently:  
 

 make inferences  
 

 

 make a plausible prediction about what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  
 

 

 make links between the book they are reading and other books they have read  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 End of Y3 reading assessment – Working towards the expected standard (WT)  

 The pupil can:  

 read most common exception words  (year 1 and year 2 list)  
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 read most words correctly of two or more syllables  

 read most words containing common suffixes (e.g. –ed, -ing, -er, -est, -ness, -ly, -ful, -ness, -ment, -less)  

In age appropriate books, after discussion with the teacher, the pupil can: 

 decode some new words outside their spoken vocabulary  

 pronounce some unfamiliar words correctly  

 show some understanding of the meaning of new words, using their knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (appendix 1) ( 
2a – vocabulary) 

 

 retell some stories they read orally  

In books that they are reading independently, the pupil can: 

 read many words quickly and accurately (e.g. at over 90 words per minute)  

 check the text makes sense to them and sometimes correct themselves  

 work out some meanings of new words ( 2a - vocabulary)  

 answer some questions to show their understanding of a text (2b - retrieval)  

 make some inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  (2d - inference)  

 make some informed predictions about what might happen (2e – prediction)  
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 End of Y3 reading assessment – Working at the expected standard (EX)  

In age appropriate books and books that they are reading independently, the pupil can: 

 read most words quickly and accurately (e.g. at over 90 words per minute)  

 show some understanding of the meaning of new words, using their knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (appendix 1) (2a 
– vocabulary) 

 

 decode some new words outside their spoken vocabulary  

 pronounce some unfamiliar words correctly  

 with support, justify their views about what they have read  

 begin to use a dictionary to check the meaning of unfamiliar words that they have read  

 retell some books they read orally  

 identify some themes in books they read and that are read to them  

 read aloud with some intonation, tone, volume and action  

 check the text makes sense to them and correct themselves   

 work out some meanings of new words in context (2a - vocabulary)  

 ask some meaningful questions to improve their understanding  

 make some inferences about characters’ feelings, thought or motives from their actions (2d - inference)  

 make some predictions on what might happen, using details stated (2e – prediction)  

 answer some questions to show their understanding of key details in a fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 answer some questions to show their understanding of key details in a non-fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 begin to identify main ideas from a paragraph (2c – summarise)  
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 End of Y3 reading assessment – Working at greater depth within the expected standard (GD)  

In age appropriate books and books that they are reading independently, the pupil can: 

 read most words quickly and accurately (e.g. at over 90 words per minute)  

 show understanding of the meaning of new words, using their knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (appendix 1)  
(2a – vocabulary) 

 

 decode most new words outside their spoken vocabulary  

 pronounce many unfamiliar words correctly  

 begin to justify their views about what they have read  

 identify some themes and conventions in books they read and are read to them  

 read aloud with intonation, tone, volume and action, that shows understanding  

 check the text makes sense to them and correct themselves   

 work out meanings of many new words in context (2a - vocabulary)  

 ask some meaningful questions to improve their understanding  

 make inferences about characters’ feelings, thought or motives from their actions, with some evidence from the text to justify (2d - 
inference) 

 

 make predictions on what might happen, using details stated (2e – prediction)  

 answer some questions to show their understanding of key details in a fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 answer some questions to show their understanding of key details in a non-fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 identify main ideas from a paragraph (2c – summarise)  

 identify some use of language and the impact on the reader (2g – meaning enhanced)  

 identify some use of the structure of texts and the impact on the reader   

 identify some use of the presentation used in texts and the impact on the reader  
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End of Y4 reading assessment – Working towards the expected standard (WT) 

 In age appropriate books, after discussion with the teacher, the pupil can:  

 decode most new words outside their spoken vocabulary  

 pronounce most unfamiliar words correctly  

 show some understanding of the meaning of new words, using their knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (appendix 1) ( 
2a – vocabulary) 

 

 retell some books they read orally  

 begin to justify their views about what they have read  

 identify some themes in books   

In books that they are reading independently, the pupil can: 

 read many words quickly and accurately (e.g. at over 100 words per minute)  

 read aloud with some intonation, tone, volume and action  

 check the text makes sense to them and sometimes correct themselves  

 work out some meanings of new words in context ( 2a - vocabulary)  

 ask some meaningful questions to improve their understanding  

 make some inferences about characters’ feelings, thought or motives from their actions (2d - inference)  

 make some predictions on what might happen, using details stated (2e – prediction)  

 answer some questions to show their understanding of key details in a fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 answer some questions to show their understanding of key details in a non-fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 begin to identify main ideas from a paragraph (2c – summarise)  
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 End of Y4 reading assessment – Working at the expected standard (EX)  

In age appropriate books and books that they are reading independently, the pupil can: 

 read most words quickly and accurately (e.g. at over 100 words per minute)  

 show understanding of the meaning of many new words, using their knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (appendix 1) 
(2a – vocabulary) 

 

 decode most new words outside their spoken vocabulary  

 pronounce many unfamiliar words correctly  

 justify their views about what they have read, beginning to use evidence to support these  

 use a dictionary to check the meaning of unfamiliar words that they have read  

 retell a range of books they read orally  

 identify themes and conventions in a range of books they read and that are read to them  

 read aloud with intonation, tone, volume and action, that shows understanding  

 check the text makes sense to them and correct themselves   

 work out meanings of many new words in context (2a - vocabulary)  

 ask meaningful questions to improve their understanding  

 make inferences about characters’ feelings, thought or motives from their actions, with some evidence from the text to justify (2d - 
inference) 

 

 make predictions on what might happen, using details stated and implied (2e – prediction)  

 answer many questions correctly to show their understanding of key details in a fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 answer many questions correctly to show their understanding of key details in a non-fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 begin to identify main ideas from more than one paragraph and summarise these (2c – summarise)  

 identify some use language and the impact on the reader (2g – meaning enhanced)  

 identify some use of the structure of texts and the impact on the reader   

 identify some use of the presentation used in texts and the impact on the reader  
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 End of Y4 reading assessment – Working at greater depth within the expected standard (GD)  

In age appropriate books and books that they are reading independently, the pupil can: 

 read most words quickly and accurately (e.g. at over 100 words per minute)  

 show understanding of the meaning of new words, using their knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (appendix 1)  
(2a – vocabulary) 

 

 decode and pronounce most new words outside their spoken vocabulary correctly  

 justify their views about what they have read, using evidence to support these  

 identify themes and conventions in a range of books   

 read aloud and perform with intonation, tone, volume and action, that shows understanding  

 work out meanings of most new words in context (2a - vocabulary)  

 ask questions to improve their understanding  

 make inferences about characters’ feelings, thought or motives from their actions, giving evidence from the text to justify (2d - 
inference) 

 

 answer most questions correctly to show their understanding of key details in a fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 answer most questions correctly to show their understanding of key details in a non-fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 identify main ideas from more than one paragraph and summarise these (2c – summarise)  

 identify the authors use of language, including figurative language, and the impact on the reader (2g – meaning enhanced)  

 identify the structures and the presentation of a variety of texts and explain how this supports the reader   
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 End of Y5 reading assessment – Working towards the expected standard (WT)  

 In age appropriate books, after discussion with the teacher, the pupil can:  

 pronounce most unfamiliar words correctly  

 show some understanding of the meaning of new words, using their knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (appendix 1) (2a – vocabulary)  

 justify their views about what they have read, beginning to use evidence to support these  

 identify some themes and conventions in a range of books  

 ask some meaningful questions to improve their understanding  

 begin to learn a wide range of poetry by heart  

 use some literary language to talk about texts (e.g. metaphor, simile, analogy, imagery, style and effect)  

In books that they are reading independently, the pupil can: 

 read many words effortlessly (e.g. at over 120 words per minute)  

 read aloud with intonation, tone, volume and action  

 summarise and present some familiar stories in their own words  

 read silently, with some understanding   

 begin to recommend books that they have read to their peers  

 check the text makes sense to them and correct themselves  

 work out meanings of many new words in context ( 2a - vocabulary)  

 make inferences about characters’ feelings, thought or motives from their actions, with some evidence from the text to justify (2d -inference)  

 make predictions on what might happen, using details stated and implied (2e – prediction)  

 answer many questions correctly to show their understanding of key details in a fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 answer many questions correctly to show their understanding of key details in a non-fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 begin to identify main ideas from more than one paragraph and summarise these (2c – summarise)  

 identify use language and the impact on the reader (2g – meaning enhanced)  

 identify use of the structure of texts and the impact on the reader   

 identify use of the presentation used in texts and the impact on the reader  
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 End of Y5 reading assessment – Working at the expected standard (EX)  

In age appropriate books and books that they are reading independently, the pupil can: 

 read most words effortlessly (e.g. at over 120 words per minute)  

 show understanding of the meaning of many new words, using their knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (appendix 1) (2a – vocabulary)  

 pronounce most new words outside their spoken vocabulary correctly  

 explain and discuss their understanding of a range of texts, providing some reasoned justifications for their views  

 explain, discuss and present their understanding of a range of texts, beginning to maintain a focus on the topic  

 summarise and present familiar stories in their own words  

 read silently, with good understanding  

 recommend books to their peers that they have read, giving informed reasons for their choices  

 identify and discuss in some depth the themes and conventions in piece of writing and across a range of writing, making some comparisons  

 make some comparisons within a text and across books (e.g. comparing characters and settings, considering different accounts of the same events and 
discuss viewpoints) 

 

 recite some poems they have learnt by heart  

 prepare and read aloud poems and plays, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume for clarity to their audience  

 infer meanings of many new words in context (2a - vocabulary)  

 ask meaningful questions to improve their understanding  

 make inferences about characters’ feelings, thought or motives from their actions, giving evidence from the text to justify (2d - inference)  

 make predictions on what might happen, using details stated and implied (2e – prediction)  

 identify main ideas from more than one paragraph and summarise these (2c – summarise)  

 answer most questions correctly to show their understanding of key details in a fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 answer most questions correctly to show their understanding of key details in a non-fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 identify and begin to evaluate the authors use of language, including figurative language, and the impact on the reader (2g – meaning enhanced)  

 identify and begin to evaluate the structures and the presentation of a variety of texts and explain how this supports the reader   

 begin to infer fact and opinion from within texts (2d – inference)  

 when discussing what is read to them and what they read, use some literary language (e.g. metaphor, simile, analogy, imagery, style and effect)  
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 End of Y5 reading assessment – Working at greater depth within the expected standard (GD)  

In age appropriate books and books that they are reading independently, the pupil can: 

 read most words effortlessly (e.g. at over 120 words per minute)  

 show understanding of the meaning of most new words, using their knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (appendix 1)  
(2a – vocabulary) 

 

 pronounce most new words outside their spoken vocabulary correctly  

 explain, discuss and present their understanding of a range of texts, maintaining a focus on the topic most of the time  

 identify and discuss in depth the themes and conventions in a piece of writing and across a range of writing, making justified comparisons  

 make comparisons within a text and across books (e.g. comparing characters, considering different accounts of the same events and 
discuss viewpoints) 

 

 recite a range of  poems that they have learnt by heart  

 infer meanings of most new words in context (2a - vocabulary)  

 from a wide range of texts, make inferences and provide reasoned justifications (2d – inference)  

 answer questions correctly to show their understanding of key details in a fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 answer questions correctly to show their understanding of key details in a non-fiction text (2b - retrieval)  

 summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas (2b – retrieval and 2c 
– summarise) 

 

 when discussing what is read to them and what they read, use a range of literary language (e.g. metaphor, simile, analogy, imagery, style 
and effect) 

 

 evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, and what impact this has on the reader (2g – meaning enhanced)  

 distinguish between statements of fact and opinion, inferring these from within a text  

 
 
 


