
 Page 1 
 

Friends Meeting Thursday 8th October 2020 19:30pm. 

Meeting via Zoom. 

Apologies: EW 

Present: RB, EB, SM, CD, JR, KC, CM, HW, SD   

Matters arising: 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, we are unable to run our usual fundraising activities this term. A 

meeting of the Friends was held to discuss a range of virtual fundraising ideas. We welcome SD and KC. 

Current projects: 

Not discussed at this meeting however it has been raised at previous meetings: 

Easy Fundraising- Encourage parents and carers to sign up and use the site especially as online shopping has 

increased during the pandemic and Christmas shopping has begun. 

The aim would be to have as many parents as possible using the site regularly. Suggested target of 100 

supporters.  

Actions: All. RB to put on the school newsletter which is going to parents on the 16th October and also to 

put it on the St Ignatius Parents’ Facebook page. Request that other Friends share on their individual 

Facebook pages. 

 

Christmas cards- Kits arriving w/c 12th October. Art work needs to be completed by the end of w/c 19th 

October.  Samples should be received beginning of next term in time for Christmas orders to be placed. 

Actions: RB. The kit has arrived at school and the children are currently completing their cards in school. 

This is on the school newsletter (16th October). I will confirm what is to happen with children who are 

currently self-isolating / absent from school. 

 

October shopping event- Unfortunately we are unable to hold this event in the Parish Centre however as an 

alternative we have decided to arrange a virtual Christmas fayre on Facebook. Local businesses will be 

invited to a Facebook group to sell their products for a donation of £10 and a gift to be used in the Christmas 

raffle. CM explained how these operate as she is already a member of other similar groups. JR to ensure 

there is only one representative for a company to ensure fairness. The fayre will be running throughout 

November. 

Actions: JR. RB. All. Friends to share the group on Facebook. Parents, carers and local businesses can 

request to join the group ‘Friends of St Ignatius Christmas Fayre’. JR has set up the Facebook page and is 

managing the addition of businesses. Friends to share the link on their individual Facebook pages. RB will 

share on the St Ignatius Parents’ Facebook page. KC offered a banner to promote the event, RB to check 

this can be displayed at school.  
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Halloween: Halloween is not celebrated at school however the Friends usually hold an October half-term 

disco. As an alternative it has been agreed to hold a non-uniform day for the children on the last day of term 

(Thursday 22nd October) to coincide with the Dolce themed menu on that day. It will be stressed to parents 

that there is no need to buy anything new for this day and that fancy dress is not permitted. If children want 

to dress in black or orange, they can do but it is not a must. Suggested donation of £1 but not more than £2 

for families who have more than one child in school. 

Actions: RB to include on the newsletter (sent to parents 16th October) and put on St Ignatius Parents’ 

Facebook page. 

 

Selection boxes: Santa’s visit to school has not been confirmed but selection boxes/alternative gifts will be 

provided by the Friends for all children.  

Actions: All. Monitor the cost of the selection boxes and update the WhatsApp group of any offers before 

purchasing. SMCD, JM and a number of others to help wrap these. RB to confirm with SD the number of 

selection boxes required and how many non-dairy alternatives are needed.  

 

Secret Santa:  Date for this event tbc but will go ahead. The small jar candles were popular last year (from 

Home Bargains) however they are not yet available in store. Other suggestions include bath bombs, shower 

gel, lip balm, socks and also Christmas decorations as these could then be male or female gifts.   

Actions: All to source gifts. These should be under £1 each and a quantity of 10 to 15. Items purchased 

should be wrapped, leaving one unwrapped. Receipts to be kept and given to EW who will reimburse. RB 

to do a list of gifts already purchased and share with the Friends. RB will confirm logistics with SD and get 

a provisional date.  

 

Christmas raffle: The stall holders at the virtual Christmas Fayre are being asked to donate a gift to be used 

as a raffle prize. We may also ask parents for contributions to Christmas hampers that can then be used as 

additional prizes. The raffle is likely to be virtual however this will be confirmed at the next meeting. 

Actions: TBC 

 

Christmas jumper day: Date tbc but provisionally Christmas dinner day would be the best.  

Actions: TBC 

 

Date of next meeting: date and location TBC depending on government guidelines. Potentially w/c 9th 

November on Zoom. 


