St Ignatius Catholic Primary School
‘An inspired learning community with Jesus Christ at the centre’
Dear Parents & Carers,

18.09.20

I do hope you had a wonderful summer break and welcome you all back to the new school year. We
extend a warm welcome to any families that are new to our school family.
Sickness and Absence
At this time of year, as children return to school, it is not unusual for the seasonal coughs and colds to
appear. We strongly encourage parents to send their children to school unless they are really unwell. If
they have a cold, sore throat, or headache they are fine to attend school. We are finding that the numbers
of pupils off school with non-covid related symptoms are rising and we have to be mindful of this.
Please do not send your child to school if they have a raised temperature or a persistent cough. These
are two of the symptoms of Coronavirus. Please keep your child at home and arrange for a Coronavirus
test. If your child is absent, you will need to ring the office before 9:30 on the first morning of the absence
and each day thereafter until your child returns to school.
The following advice has been issued to schools regarding Coronavirus testing.
Pupils who feel unwell should get tested if they develop one or more of the main coronavirus symptoms: a high
temperature, a new, continuous cough, the loss or change of their sense of taste or smell, or they are
recommended to get tested by a healthcare provider (GP or nurse). If a pupil develops one or more of the main
coronavirus symptoms, ONLY THEY should be tested. There is no need for their households to have a test, unless
they are also symptomatic. Unless ‘a’ has one of the three main coronavirus symptoms, they should only be tested
if instructed otherwise by the local authority, health protection team of their GP. As schools return, pupils and
students may feel unwell for example with a sore throat, stomach upset or a headache. These pupils don’t need to
book a test but may need to stay off school and seek medical advice through their GP or pharmacist as usual.

Parking
I have been monitoring the drop offs and picks ups for the first few weeks in school and a few points have
been brought to my attention. The morning routine appears to be working effectively. Starting times
have been adhered to generally which allows for two waves of arrival. You are able to use either gate, for
the morning drop off which disperses the rush and allows for adequate social distancing. You may have
noticed that we are trying to get the children in as quickly and efficiently as possible. Class 4 and 5 children
plus siblings should be here for 8:45. We are opening the gates slightly earlier to allow for this. KS1
children are to arrive for 8:55 but for those that have siblings, or part of a childminding group we are now
trying to get them into class, hands washed and ready so that the second wave of children arriving shortly
afterwards, are not waiting around. Children are starting lessons earlier, which is vital, as we have lost a
small proportion of the end of the day, which needs to be made-up. I have a big bugbear with lost learning
time.
It is noticeable that the end of the day routine is more complicated, especially for parking. I do not profess
to have all the answers but we do need to keep safety at the forefront of our minds.

Our situation has been made twice as difficult, due to the sheer numbers of pupils leaving the high school
at a similar time. It is impossible to dismiss our children without hitting one of their finishing times and
therefore we must work with what we have. If it is possible to park further away from school, and to walk
the rest of the distance please do so. Our car parking space is limited but we must adhere to the spaces
that are there and not double-park as this could result in injury. If you are a Year 3 parent and have no
other siblings, please be aware that your child does not leave school until 3:20 and therefore you may be
able to arrive a little later. There were spaces at 3:19 yesterday but it was extremely busy 10 minutes
earlier.
Communication with your child’s class teacher
Communication with our parents is vitally important to us. Unfortunately, we are now unable to invite
parents in to school. If you have any concerns, worries or questions please call the school office A
message will be passed on to the class teacher for you and they will then contact you by telephone within
24hrs. Alternatively, you may send a message to the class teacher on Dojo.
Parents’ Evening
Due to the current restrictions in place, autumn parents’ evenings will take place through a phone call
home. This will be a 10-minute conversation. Appointment’, are made in the same way as before using
Groupcall. You should receive a message shortly with the available time slots.
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School Calendar for 2020/21
Autumn Term 2020 (71 days + 2 Inset days)
Wednesday 2nd September 2020 – Inset Day for staff
Thursday 3rd September 2020 – school opens for all pupils Years 1-6
Nursery and Reception parents will be contacted directly, regarding their child’s starting date
Thursday 22nd October 2020 – school closes for all pupils
Friday 23rd October 2020 – Inset day for staff
*
Monday 2nd November 2020 – school opens for all pupils
Friday 18th December 2020 – school closes for pupils
Friday 25th December 2020 – Christmas Day
Friday 1st January 2021 – New Year’s Day
Spring Term 2021 (59 days)
Monday 4th January 2021 – school opens for all pupils
Friday 12th February 2021 – school closes for all pupils
*
Monday 22nd February 2021 – school opens for all pupils
Thursday 1st April 2021 – school closes for all pupils (Maundy Thursday)
Friday 2nd April 2021 – Good Friday

Monday 5th April 2021 – Easter Monday
Summer Term 2021 (60 days + 3 Inset days)
Monday 19th April 2021 – School opens for all pupils
Monday 3rd May 2021 – May Bank Holiday – school closed for all pupils
Friday 28th May 2021 – school closes for all pupils
Monday 31st May 2021 – Spring Bank holiday
*
Monday 7th June 2021 – Inset day for staff
Tuesday 8th June 2021 – school opens for pupils
Tuesday 20th July 2021 – school closes for pupils
Wednesday 21st and Thursday 22nd July 2021 Inset Days for staff
Reflection
Going back to school after the summer holidays can feel like a very busy and often stressful time for many
families. It is a time of new beginnings: new classrooms, new teachers, new lessons, new schools, new
uniform…the list goes on. However, this year, school will feel even more different with a ‘new normal’
after the extended period of school closures. With new start times and new year group bubbles. There
will be many ‘new’ things for children and parents to get used to.
In September every year, we take time to refocus on Jesus - the reason for doing what we do. Often the
resources for the start of term invite children to consider Jesus’ invitation for them to follow Him through
everything known and unknown that the year will bring. This seems more pertinent than ever this year.
We are currently using a new resource in school called TenTen. Please find below an imaginative
meditation, which you could share with your child. Feel free to discuss things together and have 5 minutes
of downtime.
https://vimeo.com/448834887
In Sunday's Gospel a few weeks ago, Jesus says: “If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let
him...take up his cross and follow me." Matthew 16: 24
Children heard how Jesus will help us every step of the way and help us to carry our 'cross'. We do not
have to carry an actual cross but it's like the bag in the meditation - we carry it on the path and when it
gets too heavy, Jesus helps us.
Children learned that Jesus longs for us to follow Him, because He knows we will be happiest when we
follow the path He lays out for us.
Will you follow Jesus this year? Will you let Him help you and guide you?
Dear Jesus,
We don’t know all that this year holds, but you do.
Help us with our schoolwork and our friendships.
Help us remember that you are with us in the good times and the bad.
Amen

Love and best wishes!
Mr S Bartram

