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St Ignatius School strives to create the opportunity and provide an environment in which each 
member of its community may identify, develop and fully realise individual, personal potential, through 
the continued recognition, experience, understanding and celebration of the values of God’s Kingdom. 

  

Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam 
“To the Greater Glory of God” 

(St Ignatius) 

  

‘You created my inmost self, knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
For so many marvels I thank you; a wonder am I, and all your works are wonders. 

You knew me through and through. 
My being held no secrets from you, when I was being formed in secret, textured in the depths of the 

earth. 
Your eyes could see my embryo. 

In your book all my days were inscribed; every one that was fixed is there.’ 
Psalm 139 

  

We are told in this psalm that God created each one of us in our mother’s womb. That he knew us 
from the moment of conception and that our path was already mapped out. Our Catholic community 
recognises that each child is a unique gift from God. For those children with Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities the Church teaches that we have a special responsibility and should always try 
to respond in the most appropriate way. All children with SEND and their families should be supported 
from as early as possible within the Catholic Community. At St Ignatius’ Catholic Primary School we 
welcome children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). We provide opportunities 
and resources in a caring and professional environment to meet individual children’s needs.  

We support students with physical and medical needs, students on the autistic spectrum, students 
with ADHD, students with social, emotional and mental health needs, students with communication 
and interaction difficulties, students with sensory needs and those who have more difficulty with 
learning than the majority of children of the same age. We believe that all our students should be 
valued equally, treated with respect and be given equal opportunities in all forms of school life. 

  

In light of the above we intend: 
 To undertake a whole school approach to SEND where there is close liaison between head 

teacher, SENCo and staff within an environment which fosters a close partnership with 

parents/carers. 

 The parent and child’s wishes and views are central to all decisions regarding support and 

provision.   

 To identify children with SEND as early as possible in order that appropriate action may be taken 

to meet the child’s needs. We are committed to early identification and intervention. 

 To provide suitable differentiated work and resources to enable all children to access 

the curriculum at their own level. 

http://wakefield.mylocaloffer.org/st-ignatius-catholic-primary-school


 To meet the academic, social, moral and spiritual needs of all pupils to enable them to reach their 

full potential, in an inclusive environment and taking into account the needs of all children. 

 To take into account the wishes of the child in the light of their age and understanding. 

 Admission arrangements 
  

Admissions to the school are the responsibility of the governors and details are set out in the School 
Admissions Policy. The admission of pupils with an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) falls 
outside the school’s normal admission procedures. Details of such admissions are set out in the 
Special Educational Needs Code of Practice. The school will admit children with an EHCP in which 
St. Ignatius Catholic Primary School is named. Where a child has an EHCP naming the school, a 
consultation will take place to ensure the school is able to meet the child’s needs in an appropriate 
way. 

  

Frequently Asked Questions  
(Developed in consultation with parents, carers, children and young people in Wakefield) 

  

How does St Ignatius’ Catholic Primary School know if children need 

extra help and what should I do if I think my child may have special 

educational needs? 
We know when pupils need help if: 

 concerns are raised by parents/carers, teachers or the child 

 limited progress is being made 

 there is a change in the pupil’s behaviour or progress 

The class teacher is the initial point of contact for responding to parental concerns. If you have further 
concerns then contact Mrs Ridgeon, who is the school SENCo. 

  

How will St Ignatius’ Catholic Primary School support my child? 
 Each pupil’s education programme will be planned by the class teacher. It will be 

differentiated accordingly to suit the pupil’s individual needs. This may include additional general 

support by the teacher or teaching assistant in class. 

 If a pupil has needs related to more specific areas of their education, such as spelling, 

handwriting, mathematics or literacy skills etc. then the pupil will be placed in a small focus group. 

This will be run by the teacher or a teaching assistant. The duration of the 

intervention will vary but will usually be for at least 8 weeks. The interventions will be 

regularly reviewed by all involved to ascertain the effectiveness of the provision and to 

inform future planning. These interventions will be recorded on the class provision map which is a 

record of the interventions, timings and cost. If you have any queries related to the interventions 

please do not hesitate to contact the class teacher or Mrs Ridgeon. 

 Pupil progress meetings are held each term. This is a meeting where the class teacher 

meets with the Senior Leadership Team to discuss the progress of the pupils in their class. This 

shared discussion may highlight any potential problems in order for further support to be planned. 

 Occasionally a pupil may need more expert support from an outside agency such as the 

Learning Support Service, Educational Psychology Service, Speech and Language 

Therapy Team, Communication Interaction and Access Team, Occupational Therapist etc. A 

referral will be made, with your consent, and forwarded to the most appropriate agency. After a 

series of assessments, a programme of support is usually provided to the school 

and parents/carers. 



 

 

  

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs? 
 Work will be differentiated by the class teacher to enable each child to access the 

curriculum at their own level. 

 Focused work led by the class teacher or a teaching assistant may be planned. 

 If a child has been identified as having a special need, a Learner Profile and, possibly, a 

Supporting Me To Learn Plan will be written in conjunction with the child and parents. 

 Targets will be set according to the child’s area of need. These will be monitored by the 

class teacher on a regular basis and by the SENCo three times per year. Supporting Me To Learn 

Plans will be discussed and shared with parents at Parents’ Evenings. 

 Appropriate specialist equipment may be provided for the pupil e.g. writing slopes, 

pen/pencils grips or easy to use scissors. 

  

How will I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to 

support my child’s learning? 
 You will be able to discuss your child’s progress at Parents’ Evenings, three times a year.   

 Your child’s class teacher will be available at the end of the school day if you wish to raise a 

concern. Appointments can be made to speak to the class teacher or SENCo by visiting the 

school office or sending a message on Class Dojo. 

 The class teacher may suggest ways of how you can support your child. 

 If outside agencies or the Educational Psychologist have been involved suggestions and 

programmes of study are normally provided that can be used at home. 

  

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s 

special educational needs? 
The SEN budget is allocated each financial year. The money is used to provide additional 
support or resources dependant on an individual’s needs. The additional provision may be allocated 
after discussion with the class teacher at pupil progress meetings or if a concern has been raised by 
them at another time during the year. Resources may include deployment of staff depending on 
individual circumstances. 

  

How will St Ignatius Catholic Primary School support my child in 

making transitions to new schools? 
Many strategies are in place to enable each pupil’s transition to be as smooth as possible. These 
include: 

 Discussions between the previous or receiving schools prior to the pupil joining/leaving. 

 All pupils attend a Transition Session where they spend some time with their new class 

teacher. 

 Additional visits are arranged for pupils who need extra time to ease their transition to a new 

school. 

 Mrs Ridgeon is always happy to meet parents/carers prior to their child joining school. 

 Secondary school staff visit pupils prior to them joining their new school and many offer extra 

transition sessions for pupils with additional needs. 



 Mrs Ridgeon liaises with the SENCos from the secondary schools to pass on information 

regarding SEND pupils. 

 Where a pupil may have more specialised needs, a separate meeting may be arranged with Mrs 

Ridgeon, the secondary school SENCo, the parents/carers and, where appropriate, the child. This 

may take place during the Annual Review for pupils with an EHCP and may involve Person 

Centred Planning. 

 

How is the decision made about what type and how much support my 

child will receive? 
These decisions are made in consultation with class teachers, the SENCo and the Senior Leadership 
Team. Decisions are based upon termly tracking of pupil progress and as a result of 
assessments by outside agencies. During their school life, if further concerns are identified due to the 
pupil’s lack of progress or well-being then other interventions will be arranged. 

 

Who can I contact for further information? 
If you wish to discuss your child’s educational needs please contact the school office on 
01924 271625 to arrange a meeting with Mrs Ridgeon, the SENCo or email 
admin@stig.bkcat.co.uk 
 

Other Useful Sources, Information and Policies 
 
Wesail 
 
WESAIL supports children, young people, their parents, carers and families by providing information 
to navigate systems and processes so that they can play an active role in decision making about 
matters relating to their or their children's health, education, social care to support and empower them 
in meeting their child's needs and promoting self-advocacy. 
 

http://wakefield.mylocaloffer.org/wakefield-early-support-advice-information-and-liaison-service-
wesail 
 
Complaints procedure 
 
https://stig.bkcat.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Trust-Complaints-Policy-2019-Academies.pdf 

 

SEN Policy  

https://stig.bkcat.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/SEN-policy-September-2020-21.pdf 

 

Special Arrangements in relation to COVID-19  

 
From September, the government announced plans for all children to return to school on a full time 
basis. 

 

Following the guidelines provided by the government, which can be found below 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 

 

St Ignatius will be providing the following: 

 

Children will be taught in ‘bubbles’, for example: 
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 Nursery bubble  

 Class 1 and 2 bubble 

 Class 3 and 4 bubble 

 Class 5 bubble 

 

 Each bubble will have set teachers and teaching assistants assigned to it.   

 Children from different classes but the same bubble will be kept apart as much as possible. 

 Children will have access to their relevant curriculum through planned lessons, set by class 
teachers, which take into account the need for a ‘recovery curriculum’, to cover any 
knowledge and skills missed during the Covid-19 pandemic as well as any well-being needs 
children may have. 

 Children will have access to all provisions detailed on their Learner Profile, Supporting me to 
Learn Plan, My Support Plan or EHCP. 

 Learning activities will continue to be linked to the outcomes on their Education Health Care 
Plans. 

 Interventions and short ‘pick up’ sessions will take place within bubbles. These will be 
delivered following government social distancing guidelines and hygiene. 

 Children with SEND will have access to break out spaces, should they need time out of their 
classroom for any reason.  These are allocated to their specific bubble ans will be cleaned 
before and after use.  

 All SEND support plans will continue to be in place and reviews will be conducted remotely.  
Supporting Me to Learn Plan will be reviewed 3 times a year and EHCPs annually.   

 EHCP annual reviews or meetings will be held via Microsoft Teams with professionals and 
parents. 

 Outside agencies will begin carrying out assessments within school or online Microsoft 
Teams/Telephone calls, where necessary, following all guidance on social distancing and 
hygiene.  

 

If children with SEND need to be taught remotely:  

 

As stated in the government guidance: 

‘Where a class, group or small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or there is a local lockdown 
requiring pupils to remain at home, we expect schools to have the capacity to offer immediate remote 
education’. 

Should there be a case for children to work from home, St Ignatius will ensure: 

 Work will be set by class teachers. It will take in to account the needs of the pupils in their 
classes and will follow a well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and skills are built 
incrementally, with a good level of clarity about what is intended to be taught and practised in 
each subject. 

 Teachers will check work regularly to gauge how well pupils are progressing through the 
curriculum.  

 Regular contact with children via Google Classroom or Class Dojo, to ensure that pupils 
outcomes are kept at the forefront and that their emotional needs are being met.  

 Class teachers will set work and provide resources for individual children with SEND relating 
to the outcomes/targets on their EHCP or SEND support plans.  

 We will provide printed resources, such as workbooks and worksheets for pupils who do not 
have suitable online access. 

Parents of pupils with SEND may continue to require our support at this time and the messaging 
facility on Class Dojo allows for private conversations to be had between staff and parents. The 
SENCO, Sarah Ridgeon, can be reached at sridgeon@stig.bkcat.co.uk. 

External agencies will become involved in supporting children with SEND if necessary following the 
usual graduated response process detailed above.  

 



Transition 

We are aware that the transition period for our pupils with SEND has been greatly affected by the 
current situation. All class teachers have engaged in handover meetings with the incoming class 
teacher as well as the SENDCo and Learning Mentor where relevant.  We also continue to work 
alongside our secondary colleagues to ensure that the information needed is shared and any children 
needing enhanced transition will receive it. 

  

 


