
 

 

Music Long Term Planning  

Overview 

 

 Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2  
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2  
 

Nursery 
 

Dinosaurs and 
Fairies 

. 

Superheroes 
Nativity songs 

 

Gruffalo 

 
Mini Beasts 

 
Fairy tales 

 
Bears 

 

Class 1 
EYFS & Y1 

Beat and Tempo In the Garden 
 

Nativity songs 

Rhythm and Pulse Identifying 
Instruments 

Dynamics and  
Pitch 

Making 
instruments and 

performing 

Class 2 
Y1&2 

Rhymes, Raps and 
Songs 

Animals theme 

Nativity songs In the Garden 

 
African Music Campfire Songs Composition-

Caterpillar, 
butterfly, tadpole, 

frog approach 
Class 3 

Y3&4 

 

Staying Healthy 
Songs 

Christmas 
performance 

Listening Notation Hymns and songs 
for worship 

Class 4 
Y4&5 

 

Boom Whackers Christmas 
Performance 

H20 Notation Improvisation History of Music 

Class 5 
Y6 

 

History of music 
and great 

composers 

Christmas 
Performance 

Notation Improvisation Composition Summer 
Production 



Music Rationale 

At St Ignatius, we believe music is a unique way of communicating that can powerfully inspire and motivate children. It is a vehicle for personal expression and 
it can play an important part in the personal development of people. Music reflects the religion, culture and society we live in and so the teaching and learning 
of music enables children to better understand the world they live in. Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can also be a highly academic and 
demanding subject. It also plays an important part in helping children feel part of a community. We aim to provide opportunities for all children to create, 
play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms and to begin to make judgments about the quality of music. 
 
The aims of music teaching are to enable children to: 
 

 Know and understand how sounds are made and then organised into music structures; 

 Know how music is made through a variety of instruments; 

 Know how music is composed and written down; 

 Know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was written; 

 Develop the inter-related skills of performing, composing and appreciating music. 

Music is seen as a specialist subject and will be delivered by a music specialist where possible.  It is also part of the wider curriculum, particularly enhancing 
worship in our Catholic school.  Every child participates in regular hymn practice in addition to music curriculum lessons. Children are offered a variety of 
musical experiences beyond the teaching of the curriculum; being given regular chances to perform, taken to live performances, and enhancing liturgies. 

The class teacher, with the support of the music teacher, is responsible for assessing the children using the National Curriculum objectives.  The music subject 
leader is responsible for the monitoring of provision, quality of teaching and learning, and the accuracy and analysis of assessment in music.  The music leader 
also has the responsibility to lead on the development of an annual action plan for music in consultation with the SLT and also to keep SLT and Governors 
informed on all monitoring, evaluation and impact of this.  

Planning is based on the current Curriculum 2014 statutory programmes of study and EYFS Early Learning Goals building on the fundamental skills of music 
making and showing clear progression from the foundation stage right up to year 6.  Wherever possible, the plans are linked to the whole school topic 
learning theme and follow a two year rolling programme. Regular planning meetings are held to ensure that planning is well differentiated and that 
appropriate reasonable adjustments are made for those with special educational needs.   
 
Children are given the opportunity to develop their musical skills and talents outside of the normal school curriculum. We offer an active choir to any child 
from year 3 to 6 rehearsing weekly after school on a Friday.  The choir develop their singing skills to a high level often singing in harmony.  They lead the 
singing at school performances, masses, special occasions and join with other schools to sing and allow teachers to share good practise.   We also offer brass, 
woodwind and string instrumental tuition to children from years 3 to 6.   



 

Music Coverage 
including National Curriculum Objectives & Progression Narratives 

 

 Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2  
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2  
 

Nursery 
 

Dinosaurs and 
Fairies 

. 

Superheroes 
Nativity songs 

 

Gruffalo 
 

Mini Beasts 
 

Fairy tales 
  

Bears 
 

Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others and when appropriate move in time with music. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2  
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2  
 

Class 1 
EYFS& Y1 

Beat and Tempo  In the Garden 
 

Nativity songs 

Rhythm and Pulse Identifying 
Instruments 

Dynamics and  Pitch Making instruments 
and performing  

I can concentrate and 
listen to a piece of 
music. 
 
I can understand that 
tempo describes how 
fast or slow music is. 
 
I can find the pulse by 
moving my body. 

 

I can work and 
perform together 
with others as an 
ensemble 
 
I can sing songs 
musically and 
understand how to 
warm up and project 
the voice while 
demonstrating good 
posture. 

 

I can understand that 
rhythm describes the 
mixture of long and 
short sounds which 
are performed on top 
of the pulse. 
 
I can listen to copy 
and repeat a simple 
rhythm. 
 
I can follow the 
conductor or band 
leader. 

 

I can use musical 
words and phrases to 
describe a piece of 
music.   
 
I can name different 
musical instruments. 
 
I can say what I like 
about a piece of 
music. 

 

I can describe that 
dynamics show how 
loud or quiet music is. 
 
I can understand how 
pitch describes how 
high or low a piece of 
music is. 
 
I can use musical 
words and phrases to 
describe a piece of 
music.   

 

This topic reinforces 
the elements of 
music covered 
throughout the year 
and links to science 
(materials). 
 
I can perform chants, 
rhythms, raps and 
songs using our 
instruments.  

 



EYFS Goals for reception children  

 Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 

 Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others and when appropriate move in time with music. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2  
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2  
 

Class 2 
Y1&2 

Rhymes, Raps and 
Songs 

Animals theme 

Nativity songs In the Garden 

 
African Music Campfire Songs Composition-

Caterpillar, 
butterfly, tadpole, 

frog approach 

I can confidently 
perform rhymes, raps 
and songs. 
 
I can understand that 
words in a song can 
affect its melody. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I can confidently 
perform songs to an 
audience.  
 
I can play instruments 
using the correct 
techniques with 
respect. 
 

 

I can perform as an 
ensemble using 
different instruments. 
 
I can find the pulse 
and internalise it in 
my head. 
 
I can play instruments 
using the correct 
techniques with 
respect 

I can recognise where 
music might come 
from, the people who 
might perform it and 
when it might be 
played. 
 
I can describe a piece 
of music using 
musical language. 
 
I can improvise a 
simple rhythm using 
different instruments 
including my voice. 
 
I can understand that 
timbre describes the 
character or quality 
of a sound. 
 
 
 
 

 

I can sing in two 
parts. 
 
I can understand that 
texture describes the 
layers within the 
music. 

I can use pictures or 
formal notation to 
help me compose or 
perform music. 
 
I can choose, organise 
and combine musical 
patterns. 
 
I can use tuned and 
untuned classroom 
percussion to 
compose and 
improvise. 

 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2  
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2  
 

Class 3 
Y3&4 

 

Staying Healthy 
Songs 

Christmas 
performance 

Listening Notation Hymns and songs 
for worship 

Chime bars and 
handbells 

 I can find the pulse in 
songs/music with 
confidence. 
 
I can perform in solo 
or ensemble contexts 
with confidence. 

I can perform in solo 
or ensemble contexts 

with confidence. 

I can listen with 
direction to a range 
of high quality music. 
 
I can confidently 
recognise a range of 
musical instruments. 
 
I can understand that 
improvisation is when 
a composer makes up 
a tune within 
boundaries. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I can understand that 
composition is when 
a composer writes 
down and records a 
musical idea. 

 
I can understand the 
structure describes 
how  the different 
sections within the 
music are ordered. 

I can understand 
some formal and 
written notation 
which includes 
crotchets and rests.  
 
I can begin to listen 
and recall sounds 
with increasing aural 
memory. 

Sing songs with 
multiple parts, 
including harmony, 
with increasing 
confidence. 

 



 Autumn 1 Spring 1/Spring 2  
 

Summer 1 

Class 4 
Y4&5 

 

Boom Whackers Christmas 
Performance 

H20 Notation Improvisation History of Music 

Chime bars 

 I can listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing aural 
memory. 
 
I can compose 
complex rhythms 
using my aural 
memory. 

I can sing as part of 
an ensemble with 
increasing confidence 
and precision. 
 
I can play and 
perform in solo or 
ensemble contexts 
with some accuracy, 
control, fluency and 
expression. 

I can sing as part of 
an ensemble with 
increasing confidence 
and precision. 
 
I can play and 
perform in solo or 
ensemble contexts 
with some accuracy, 
control, fluency and 
expression. 
 
 

 

I can understand 
some formal, written 
notation which 
includes semibreves 
and dotted crotchets 
and their position on 
the staff. 

I can improvise with 
increasing confidence 
using my own 
voice/instrument 
(rhythm and pitch). 

I can develop an 
increasing 
understanding of the 
history and context of 
music. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2  
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2  
 

Class 5 
Y6 

 

History of music and 
great composers 

Christmas 
Performance 

Notation Improvisation Composition Summer Production  

Keyboards 

I can appropriately 
discuss the 
dimensions of the 
music heard. 
 
I can appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 

Sing as part of an 
ensemble with full 
confidence and 
precision. 
 
Perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, 
with increasing 

I can listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing aural 
memory and 
accuracy. 
 
I can deepen my 
understanding and 

I can improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes 
using the interrelated 
dimensions of music. 

I can create a simple 
composition and 
record it using formal 
notation. 

Sing as part of an 
ensemble with full 
confidence and 
precision. 
 
Perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, 
with increasing 



 

music from different 
traditions and great 
composers and 
musicians. 

 
I can develop a 
deeper 
understanding of the 
history and context of 
music.   

accuracy, control, 
fluency and precision. 

 

use of formal, written 
notation which 
includes staff, 
semibreves and 
dotted crotchets. 

 

accuracy, control, 
fluency and precision. 

 


