
St Ignatius Catholic Primary School 

History Long Term Plan (Year B 2020/21) 

Overview 

Gaps in overview are Geography Units of Work. See Geography Long Term Plan 

. 

 
Autumn 1 

 
Autumn 2 

 
Spring 1 

 
Spring 2 

 
Summer 1 

 
Summer 2 

 

Nursery 
(Themes) 

 

Dinosaurs & 
Fairies 

Superheroes The Gruffalo Minibeasts Fairy Tales Bears 

Class 1 
Reception & Y1 

Significant People - Neil 
Armstrong 

 
Changes in Living Memory - 

Schools 

Class 2 
Y1&2 

Changes in Living Memory - Toys 
 
 

 
Significant People – Inspirational 

Women 

Class 3 
Y3&4 

 
Stone Age and Bronze Age  Ancient Greece 

Class 4 
Y4&5 

 

Anglo-Saxons 
and Scots 

 Battle of Britain Romans  

Class 5 
Y6 

 
Vikings and Anglo-Saxons   

Mayan 
Civilisation 



 

History Rationale 

It is our intention at St. Ignatius Catholic Primary School to allow all children to gain a coherent knowledge and 

understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We intend for children to have the best possible opportunities 

to investigate and interpret the past, understand chronology and the ability to communicate historically. 

Through the new National curriculum 2014, children's entitlement to participate fully in history is realised and this is 

adopted as a consistent approach throughout school. As children progress through the year groups, they build on their 

skills in historical enquiry, as well as on their historical knowledge. 

History gives us a sense of identity set within our social, political and cultural relationships. History is about real people 

and real events that happened in the past. Through history, the pupils at St. Ignatius Catholic Primary School will continue 

to deepen their respect, care and appreciation for events in the past. 

 



 

History Coverage 
 

National Curriculum Objectives & Progression Narratives 
 

 
 

Autumn 1 
Dinosaurs and Fairies 

 

Autumn 2 
Superheroes 

 

Spring 1 
The Gruffalo 

 

Spring 2 
Minibeasts 

 

Summer 1 
Fairy Tales 

 

Summer 2 
Bears 

 

Nursery 

EYFS 

The children will be 
learning about 
Dinosaurs and Fairies. 
They will listen to and 
join in with stories and 
poems such as Harry & 
the Bucketful of 
Dinosaurs, 
Tyrannosaurus Drip and 
Dinosaur Roar. They will 
extend their vocabulary 
by naming different 
types of dinosaurs and 
find out how we know so 
much about these 
extinct creatures. 
The children will create a 
variety of items for our 
visiting fairies and 
wizards and use their 
imagination to ask and 
answer questions about 
fairies and wizards. 

The children will be 

learning to listen to and 

retell stories linked to 

our topic of Superheroes 

such as ‘Superkid’, 

‘Supertato’, ‘Super 

Daisy’ and ‘George Saves 

the World by 

Lunchtime’. We will 

work together to make 

up and act out 

imaginative stories 

based on superheroes 

and children will use 

their imagination to 

create their own 

superhero with a 

costume, gadget and 

super power. We will 

talk about how we can 

keep ourselves healthy 

and observe the physical 

effects on our bodies as 

we zoom around the 

Daily Mile and tackle our 

superhero obstacle 

course. 

 

The children will be 

learning to listen to and 

join in with stories in 

small groups, talk 

about the main 

characters, events and 

setting in a story. They 

will make puppets 

using a range of 

materials.  

The children will retell 

a familiar story using 

props they have made 

(The Gruffalo and The 

Gruffalo’s Child), build 

a home for the 

Gruffalo, talk about 

animal homes and 

nocturnal animals, talk 

about animals they 

have seen and 

comment and ask 

questions about 

different animals. 

 

The children will be 

learning to comment and 

ask questions about 

aspects of their familiar 

world, such as the place 

where they live or the 

natural world. They will 

talk about some of the 

things they have 

observed such as plants, 

animals, natural and 

found objects, talk about 

why things happen and 

how things work. They 

will develop an 

understanding of growth, 

decay and changes over 

time and show care and 

concern for living things 

and the environment. We 

will order some 

caterpillars so that the 

children can see their 

growth and development 

into butterflies. 

 

The children will be 

learning to listen to and 

join in with stories in 

small groups, talk about 

the main characters, 

events and setting in a 

story, act out a narrative 

in small groups and use 

available resources to 

create props to support 

role play. We will focus 

on the stories of The 

Gingerbread Man, The 

Three Billy Goats Gruff 

and The Three Little Pigs 

and investigating 

aspects of their familiar 

world such as the place 

where they live or the 

natural world. We will 

also talk about some of 

the things they have 

observed and solve 

problems such as which 

materials are best for 

building a house for a 

pig. 

 

We will be reading 

stories such as 

‘Goldilocks & the Three 

Bears’, ’We’re Going on 

a Bear Hunt’ by Michael 

Rosen and ‘This is the 

Bear’ by Sarah Hayes. 

We would like to hold a 

Teddy Bears Picnic on 

the last day of term with 

parents.  

This term the children 

will be learning to play 

alongside other children 

who are engaged in the 

same theme, play 

cooperatively as part of 

a group to act out a 

narrative. 

The children will explore 

different textures as we 

investigate different 

parts of the Bear Hunt 

story e.g. water, mud, 

grass etc  

They will also join in with 
repeated refrains and 
anticipate key events 



and phrases in rhymes 
and stories 

EYFS 
curriculum 

links 

Understanding the 
World – People and 
Communities 
30 – 50 months: 

 Remembers and talks 
about significant 
events in their own 
experience.  

Understanding the 
World – The World 
30 – 50 months: 

 Comments and asks 
questions about 
aspects of their 
familiar world such as 
the place where they 
live or the natural 
world. 

40 – 60 months: 

 Looks closely at 
similarities, 
differences, patterns 
and change. 

 
 

Understanding the 
World – People and 
Communities 
30 – 50 months: 

 Shows interest in the 
lives of people who 
are familiar to them. 

 Shows interest in 
different occupations 
and ways of life. 

 Knows some of the 
things that make 
them unique, and can 
talk about some of 
the similarities and 
differences in relation 
to friends or family. 

Understanding the 
World – People and 
Communities 
30 – 50 months: 

 Recognises and 
describes special 
times or events for 
family or friends. 

40 – 60 months: 

 Enjoys joining in with 
family customs and 
routines. 

Understanding the 
World – The World 
30 – 50 months: 

 Comments and asks 
questions about 
aspects of their 
familiar world such as 
the place where they 
live or the natural 
world. 

 Can talk about some of 
the things they have 
observed such as 
plants, animals, natural 
and found objects. 

 Developing an 
understanding of 
growth, decay and 
changes over time. 

 Shows care and 
concern for living 
things and the 
environment. (TW 30-
50m) 

40 – 60 months: 

 Looks closely at 
similarities, differences, 
patterns and change. 
(TW 40-60+ m) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding the 
World – People and 
Communities 
30 – 50 months: 

 Recognises and 
describes special 
times or events for 
family or friends. 

40 – 60 months: 

 Enjoys joining in with 
family customs and 
routines 

Understanding the 
World – The World 
30 – 50 months: 

 Can talk about some 
of the things they 
have observed such as 
plants, animals, 
natural and found 
objects. 

 Talks about why 
things happen and 
how things work. 

 

 Understanding the 
World – The World 
30 – 50 months: 

 Comments and asks 
questions about 
aspects of their 
familiar world such as 
the place where they 
live or the natural 
world. 

 Can talk about some 
of the things they have 
observed such as 
plants, animals, 
natural and found 
objects. 



 Autumn 1/Autumn 2 
Significant People – Neil Armstrong 

Summer 1/Summer 2  
Changes in  living memory - Schools 

Class 1 
EYFS 

In this topic children will explore the topic of ‘Space’ further by looking at the 
life of Neil Armstrong and other astronauts. 
The children will think about what astronauts do and what it would be like to 
be an astronaut.  

In this topic children will talk about how schools have been in the past and 
compare it to school now. The children will talk to family members and people in 
the community to find out how different school was for them. 

EYFS 
curriculum 

links 

Understanding The World – People and Communities 
ELG: 
Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives 
of family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same 
things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences 
between themselves and others, and among families, communities and 
traditions. 

Understanding The World – People and Communities 
ELG: 
Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of 
family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same 
things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences 
between themselves and others, and among families, communities and 
traditions. 

National 
curriculum 
objectives 

The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national 
and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of 
life in different periods (e.g. Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher 
Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter 
Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole 
and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell) 

Changes within living memory - Where appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national life 
 

Enquiry 
 

Neil 
Armstrong 

 
Chronological Understanding 

 
Knowledge and  Interpretation 

 
Historical Enquiry 

Year 1 
- Can they use words and phrases like: old, new and 

a long time ago? 
 

Year 1 

Do they appreciate that some famous people have 
helped our lives be better today? 

Year 1 

Can they answer questions using an artefact/ 
photograph provided? 

Year 1 challenge 
- Can they put up to five objects/events in 

chronological order (recent history)? 
- Can they use words and phrases like: very old, 

when mummy and daddy were little? 
Can they use the words before and after correctly? 

Year 1 challenge 

Can they tell us about an important historical event 
that happened in the past?  

Year 1 challenge 

- Can they answer questions using a range of 
artefacts/ photographs provided? 

- Can they find out more about a famous person 
from the past and carry out some research on 
him or her? 

Enquiry 
 

 
Chronological Understanding 

 
Knowledge and  Interpretation 

 
Historical Enquiry 



Schools in 
the past 

Year 1 
- Can they put up to three objects in chronological 

order (recent history)? 
- Can they use words and phrases like: old, new 

and a long time ago? 
- Can they tell me about things that happened 

when they were little? 
- Can they recognise that a story that is read to 

them may have happened a long time ago? 
- Do they know that some objects belonged to the 

past? 
- Can they retell a familiar story set in the past? 
- Can they explain how they have changed since 

they were born? 
 

Year 1 
- Do they appreciate that some famous people 

have helped our lives be better today? 
- Do they recognise that we celebrate certain 

events, such as bonfire night, because of what 
happened many years ago? 

- Do they understand that we have a queen who 
rules us and that Britain has had a king or queen 
for many years? 

- Can they begin to identify the main differences 
between old and new objects? 

Can they identify objects from the past, such as 
vinyl records? 

Year 1 
- Can they ask and answer questions about old and 

new objects? 
- Can they spot old and new things in a picture? 
- Can they answer questions using a artefact/ 

photograph provided? 
- Can they give a plausible explanation about what 

an object was used for in the past?  
 

Year 1 challenge 
- Can they put up to five objects/events in 

chronological order (recent history)? 
- Can they use words and phrases like: very old, 

when mummy and daddy were little? 
- Can they use the words before and after 

correctly? 
- Can they say why they think a story was set in the 
past? 

Year 1 challenge 
- Can they explain why certain objects were 

different in the past, e.g. iron, music systems, 
televisions? 

- Can they tell us about an important historical 
event that happened in the past?  

- Can they explain differences between past and 
present in their life and that of other children 
from a different time in history? 

- Do they know who will  succeed the queen  and 
how the succession works? 

Year 1 challenge 
- Can they answer questions using a range of 

artefacts/ photographs provided? 
- Can they find out more about a famous person 

from the past and carry out some research on him 
or her? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Autumn 1/Autumn 2 
Toys 

 

Summer 1/Summer 2  
Inspirational Women 

 

Class 2 
Y1&2 

Within the topic of ‘Toys’ children will learn about chronological order and 
understand that things change with the passing of time. They will be able to use 
words to relate to the passing of time such as old, new, before, after, past and 
present. Children will think about what toys they have, what they enjoy playing 
with and investigate these by looking at the different materials they are made 
out from, including why those materials have been chosen. They will then think 
about questions that they could ask their parents and grandparents about their 
favourite toys and what they enjoyed playing when they were children. 
Children will also investigate toys and answer questions about toys from the 
past by looking at artefacts, photos, information books and even some toys 
brought in from home. They will make comparisons about the different 
materials and how certain toys, such as dolls, may have changed over time in 
appearance and materials. 

Children will continue to develop their understanding of chronological order by 

making links to the story of Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell and creating a 

timeline of their lives. Children will research their lives and discuss the events, 

which led to them making such a significant improvement to hospitals and 

medicine at the time.  They will use a range of resources to follow their lines of 

enquiry, such as information texts, iPad research, photographs, artefacts and 

others. Children will also be encouraged to think about the roles of women at 

these time and how they overcame obstacles to succeed in their roles. Children 

will make links to how these women had an impact on our lives today and make 

comparisons between now and then. 

 

National 
Curriculum 
objectives 

Changes within living memory - Where appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national life 
 

The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national 

and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life 

in different periods (e.g. Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus 

and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the 

Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence 

Nightingale and Edith Cavell) 

Enquiry 
 

Toys 

 
Chronological Understanding 

 
Knowledge and  Interpretation 

 
Historical Enquiry 

Year 1 
- Can they put up to three objects in chronological 

order (recent history)? 
- Can they use words and phrases like: old, new 

and a long time ago? 
- Can they tell me about things that happened 

when they were little? 
- Can they recognise that a story that is read to 

them may have happened a long time ago? 
- Do they know that some objects belonged to the 

past? 
- Can they retell a familiar story set in the past? 
- Can they explain how they have changed since 

they were born? 
 

Year 1 
- Do they appreciate that some famous people 

have helped our lives be better today? 
- Do they recognise that we celebrate certain 

events, such as bonfire night, because of what 
happened many years ago? 

- Do they understand that we have a queen who 
rules us and that Britain has had a king or queen 
for many years? 

- Can they begin to identify the main differences 
between old and new objects? 

- Can they identify objects from the past, such as 

vinyl records? 

Year 1 
- Can they ask and answer questions about old and 

new objects? 
- Can they spot old and new things in a picture? 
- Can they answer questions using an artefact/ 

photograph provided? 
- Can they give a plausible explanation about what 

an object was used for in the past?  
 



Year 1 challenge 
- Can they put up to five objects/events in 

chronological order (recent history)? 
- Can they use words and phrases like: very old, 

when mummy and daddy were little? 
- Can they use the words before and after 

correctly? 
- Can they say why they think a story was set in the 

past? 

Year 1 challenge 
- Can they explain why certain objects were 

different in the past, e.g. iron, music systems, 
televisions? 

- Can they tell us about an important historical 
event that happened in the past?  

- Can they explain differences between past and 
present in their life and that of other children 
from a different time in history? 

- Do they know who will  succeed the queen  and 

how the succession works? 

Year 1 challenge 
- Can they answer questions using a range of 

artefacts/ photographs provided? 
- Can they find out more about a famous person 

from the past and carry out some research on him 
or her? 

 

Year 2 
- Can they use words and phrases like: before I 

was born, when I was younger? 
- Can they use phrases and words like:  ‘before’, 

‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘then’ and ‘now’; in their 
historical  learning? 

- Can they use the words ‘past’ and ‘present’ 
accurately? 

- Can they use a range of appropriate words and 
phrases to describe the past? 

- Can they sequence a set of events in 
chronological order and give reasons for their 
order? 

 

Year 2 
- Can they recount the life of someone famous 

from Britain who lived in the past giving attention 
to what they did earlier and what they did later? 

- Can they explain how their local area was 
different in the past? 

- Can they recount some interesting facts from an 
historical event, such as where the ‘Fire of 
London’ started? 

- Can they give examples of things that are 
different in their life from that of their 
grandparents when they were young? 

- Can they explain why Britain has a special history 
by naming some famous events and some 
famous people? 

- Can they explain what is meant by a parliament? 
 

Year 2 
- Can they find out something about the past by 

talking to an older person? 
- Can they answer questions by using a specific 

source, such as an information book? 
- Can they research the life of a famous Briton from 

the past using different resources to help them? 
- Can they research about a famous event that 

happens in Britain and why it has been happening 
for some time? 

- Can they research the life of someone who used 
to live in their area using the Internet and other 
sources to find out about them? 

 

Year 2 challenge 
- Can they sequence a set of objects in 

chronological order and give reasons for their 
order? 

- Can they sequence events about their own life? 
- Can they sequence events about the life of a 

famous person? 
- Can they try to work out how long ago an event 

happened? 
 

Year 2 challenge 
- Can they give examples of things that are 

different in their life from that of a long time ago 
in a specific period of history such as the 
Victorian times? 

- Can they explain why someone in the past acted 
in the way they did? 

- Can they explain why their locality (as wide as it 
needs to be) is associated with a special historical 
event? 

- Can they explain what is meant by a democracy 
and why it is a good thing? 

 

Year 2 challenge 
- Can they say at least two ways they can find out 

about the past, for example using books and the 
internet? 

- Can they explain why eye-witness accounts may 
vary? 

- Can they research about a famous event that 
happens somewhere else in the world and why it 
has been happening for some time? 

 



Enquiry 
 

Inspirational 
Women 

 
Chronological Understanding 

 
Knowledge and  Interpretation 

 
Historical Enquiry 

Year 1 
- Can they use words and phrases like: old, new and 

a long time ago? 
 

Year 1 

- Do they appreciate that some famous people have 

helped our lives be better today? 

Year 1 

- Can they answer questions using a artefact/ 

photograph provided? 

Year 1 challenge 
- Can they put up to five objects/events in 

chronological order (recent history)? 
- Can they use words and phrases like: very old, 

when mummy and daddy were little? 
- Can they use the words before and after correctly? 

Year 1 challenge 

- Can they tell us about an important historical event 

that happened in the past?  

Year 1 challenge 

- Can they answer questions using a range of 
artefacts/ photographs provided? 

- Can they find out more about a famous person 
from the past and carry out some research on 
him or her? 

 

Year 2 
- Can they use words and phrases like: before I was 

born, when I was younger? 
- Can they use phrases and words like:  ‘before’, 

‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘then’ and ‘now’; in their 
historical  learning? 

- Can they use the words ‘past’ and ‘present’ 
accurately? 

- Can they use a range of appropriate words and 
phrases to describe the past? 

- Can they sequence a set of events in chronological 
order and give reasons for their order? 

 

Year 2 

- Can they recount the life of someone famous 
from Britain who lived in the past giving attention 
to what they did earlier and what they did later? 

- Can they explain why Britain has a special history 
by naming some famous events and some famous 
people? 

 
 

Year 2 

- Can they answer questions by using a specific 
source, such as an information book? 

- Can they research the life of a famous Briton from 

the past using different resources to help them? 

Year 2 challenge 
- Can they sequence events about their own life? 
- Can they sequence events about the life of a 

famous person? 
 

Year 2 challenge 

- Can they explain why someone in the past acted 
in the way they did? 

 
 

Year 2 challenge 

- Can they say at least two ways they can find out 
about the past, for example using books and the 
internet? 

- Can they research about a famous event that 
happens somewhere else in the world and why it 
has been happening for some time? 

 
 
 
 
 



 Autumn 1/Autumn 2 
Stone Age and Bronze Age 

Summer 1/Summer 2  
Ancient Greece 

 

Class 3 
Y3&4 

 

Children will learn about life in early Britain, looking at the changes from the 
Stone Age to the Bronze Age. They will explore the changes in early diet through 
learning about hunter-gatherer life and the introduction of farming. A case 
study on Skara Brae will provide vital information and help to develop their 
investigative skills. 
Children will discover the monument of Stonehenge through resources such as 
documents and photographs in order to learn about religion and technology 
and the influence it had on the developing world.  

Children will investigate what life in the ancient civilisation of Ancient Greece was 

like and consider why certain events happened and why people acted. 

Children will explain the differences between Ancient Greece and Modern Greece 

by exploring sources of information, such as; documents, photographs, artefacts, 

and computer research. They will understand what Ancient artefacts can tell us 

about the Ancient Greeks’ influence on the modern world, supporting their 

explanations with evidence. Children will research the lives of Ancient Greeks’ 

including the rich, poor and children. They will learn about the Olympics in Ancient 

Greece. 

 
 

National 
Curriculum 
objectives 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  
This could include:  

• late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, e.g. Skara Brae  
• Bronze Age religion, technology and travel, e.g. Stonehenge  

 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on 

the western world. 

Enquiry 
 

Stone age to 
Iron age 

 
 
 

 
Chronological Understanding 

 
Knowledge and  Interpretation 

 
Historical Enquiry 

Year 3 
- Can they describe events and periods using the 

words: BC, AD and decade? 
- Can they describe events from the past using 

dates when things happened? 
- Can they describe events and periods using the 

words: ancient and century? 
- Can they use a timeline within a specific time in 

history to set out the order things may have 
happened? 

- Can they use their mathematical knowledge to 
work out how long ago events would have 
happened? 

Year 3 
- Do they appreciate that the early Brits would not 

have communicated as we do or have eaten as 
we do? 

- Can they begin to picture what life would have 
been like for the early settlers? 

- Can they recognise that Britain has been invaded 
by several different groups over time? 

- Do they realise that invaders in the past would 
have fought fiercely, using hand to hand combat? 

- Can they suggest why certain events happened as 
they did in history? 

- Can they suggest why certain people acted as 
they did in history? 

 

Year 3 
- Do they recognise the part that archaeologists 

have had in helping us understand more about 
what happened in the past? 

- Can they use various sources of evidence to 
answer questions? 

- Can they use various sources to piece together 
information about a period in history? 

- Can they research a specific event from the past? 
- Can they use their ‘information finding’ skills in 

writing to help them write about historical 
information? 

- Can they, through research, identify similarities 
and differences between given periods in history? 

 



Year 3 challenge 
- Can they set out on a timeline, within a given 

period, what special events took place? 
- Can they begin to recognise and quantify the 

different time periods that exists between 
different groups that invaded Britain? 

 

Year 3 challenge 
- Can they begin to appreciate why Britain would 

have been an important country to have invaded 
and conquered?  

- Can they appreciate that war/s would inevitably 
have brought much distress and bloodshed?  

- Do they have an appreciation that wars start for 
specific reasons and can last for a very long time? 

- Do they appreciate that invaders were often 
away from their homes for very long periods and 
would have been ‘homesick’? 

 

Year 3 challenge 
- Can they begin to use more than one source of 

information to bring together a conclusion about 
an historical event? 

- Can they use specific search engines on the 
Internet to help them find information more 
rapidly? 

 

Year 4 
- Can they plot recent history on a timeline using 

centuries? 
- Can they place periods of history on a timeline 

showing periods of time? 
- Can they use their mathematical skills to round 

up time differences into centuries and decades? 

 

Year 4 
- Can they explain how events from the past have 

helped shape our lives? 
- Do they appreciate that wars have happened 

from a very long time ago and are often 
associated with invasion, conquering or religious 
differences? 

- Do they know that people who lived in the past 
cooked and travelled differently and used 
different weapons from ours? 

- Do they recognise that the lives of wealthy 
people were very different from those of poor 
people? 

- Do they appreciate how items found belonging to 
the past are helping us to build up an accurate 
picture of how people lived in the past? 

 

Year 4 
- Can they research two versions of an event and 

say how they differ? 
- Can they research what it was like for a child in a 

given period from the past and use photographs 
and illustrations to present their findings? 

- Can they give more than one reason to support an 
historical argument? 

- Can they communicate knowledge and 
understanding orally and in writing and offer 
points of view based upon what they have found 
out? 

 

Year 4 challenge 
- Can they use their mathematical skills to help 

them work out the time differences between 
certain major events in history? 

- Can they begin to build up a picture of what main 
events happened in Britain/ the world during 
different centuries?  

 

Year 4 challenge 
- Can they recognise that people’s way of life in the 

past was dictated by the work they did? 
- Do they appreciate that the food people ate was 

different because of the availability of different 
sources of food? 

- Do they appreciate that weapons will have 
changed by the developments and inventions 
that would have occurred within a given time 
period? 

- Do they appreciate that wealthy people would 
have had a very different way of living which 

Year 4 challenge 
- Can they independently, or as part of a group, 

present an aspect they have researched about a 
given period of history using multi-media skills 
when doing so? 

 



would have impacted upon their health and 
education? 

 
 
 
 

Enquiry 
 

Ancient 
Greece 

 
Chronological Understanding 

 
Knowledge and  Interpretation 

 
Historical Enquiry 

Year 3 
- Can they describe events and periods using the 

words: BC, AD and decade? 
- Can they describe events from the past using 

dates when things happened? 
- Can they describe events and periods using the 

words: ancient and century? 
- Can they use a timeline within a specific time in 

history to set out the order things may have 
happened? 

- Can they use their mathematical knowledge to 
work out how long ago events would have 
happened? 

Year 3 
- Do they appreciate that the early Brits would not 

have communicated as we do or have eaten as 
we do? 

- Can they begin to picture what life would have 
been like for the early settlers? 

- Can they recognise that Britain has been invaded 
by several different groups over time? 

- Do they realise that invaders in the past would 
have fought fiercely, using hand to hand combat? 

- Can they suggest why certain events happened as 
they did in history? 

- Can they suggest why certain people acted as 
they did in history? 

 

Year 3 
- Do they recognise the part that archaeologists 

have had in helping us understand more about 
what happened in the past? 

- Can they use various sources of evidence to 
answer questions? 

- Can they use various sources to piece together 
information about a period in history? 

- Can they research a specific event from the 
past? 

- Can they use their ‘information finding’ skills in 
writing to help them write about historical 
information? 

- Can they, through research, identify similarities 
and differences between given periods in 
history? 

 

Year 3 challenge 
- Can they set out on a timeline, within a given 

period, what special events took place? 
- Can they begin to recognise and quantify the 

different time periods that exists between 
different groups that invaded Britain? 

 

Year 3 challenge 
- Can they begin to appreciate why Britain would 

have been an important country to have invaded 
and conquered?  

- Can they appreciate that war/s would inevitably 
have brought much distress and bloodshed?  

- Do they have an appreciation that wars start for 
specific reasons and can last for a very long time? 

- Do they appreciate that invaders were often 
away from their homes for very long periods and 
would have been ‘homesick’? 

 

Year 3 challenge 
- Can they begin to use more than one source of 

information to bring together a conclusion about 
an historical event? 

- Can they use specific search engines on the 
Internet to help them find information more 
rapidly? 

 

Year 4 
- Can they plot recent history on a timeline using 

centuries? 
- Can they place periods of history on a timeline 

showing periods of time? 

Year 4  
- Can they explain how events from the past have 

helped shape our lives? 
- Do they appreciate that wars have happened 

from a very long time ago and are often 

Year 4 
- Can they research two versions of an event and 

say how they differ? 



- Can they use their mathematical skills to round 
up time differences into centuries and decades? 

 

associated with invasion, conquering or religious 
differences? 

- Do they know that people who lived in the past 
cooked and travelled differently and used 
different weapons from ours? 

- Do they recognise that the lives of wealthy 
people were very different from those of poor 
people? 

- Do they appreciate how items found belonging to 
the past are helping us to build up an accurate 
picture of how people lived in the past? 

 

- Can they research what it was like for a child in a 
given period from the past and use photographs 
and illustrations to present their findings? 

- Can they give more than one reason to support 
an historical argument? 

- Can they communicate knowledge and 
understanding orally and in writing and offer 
points of view based upon what they have found 
out? 

 

Year 4 challenge 
- Can they use their mathematical skills to help 

them work out the time differences between 
certain major events in history? 

- Can they begin to build up a picture of what main 
events happened in Britain/ the world during 
different centuries?  

 

Year 4 challenge 
- Can they recognise that people’s way of life in the 

past was dictated by the work they did? 
- Do they appreciate that the food people ate was 

different because of the availability of different 
sources of food? 

- Do they appreciate that weapons will have 
changed by the developments and inventions 
that would have occurred within a given time 
period? 

- Do they appreciate that wealthy people would 
have had a very different way of living which 
would have impacted upon their health and 
education? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 4 challenge 
- Can they independently, or as part of a group, 

present an aspect they have researched about a 
given period of history using multi-media skills 
when doing so? 

 



 
 

Autumn 1  
Anglo-Saxons 

 

Spring 1/Spring 2  
The Battle of Britain 

Summer 1  
Romans 

Class 4 
Y4&5 

 

Children will undertake high quality research from a 
range of sources to identify key points in the Anglo 
Saxon times. They will understand Anglo Saxon laws 
and justice in readiness for deepening their learning 
about the Anglo-Saxons. Children will develop an 
understanding of the life of Edward the Confessor 
and other Anglo-Saxon kings, such as Alfred the 
Great. Children will understand the resistance by 
Alfred the Great and Athelstan, the first king of 
England. Through investigation of high quality 
research, children will understand the importance of 
the first Viking raid on Lindisfarne. Children will 
interpret sources of information to understand why 
the Viking’s raids were successful. Children will make 
links between some of the features of past societies 
including; religion (e.g: Anglo-Saxon and Viking 
Gods), transport and houses. 
NC link: Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots. 

Children will be looking at the significance of this 
event in terms of winning WW2, and how the 
strategy was different to previous tactical warfare. 
They will also examine the significance of 
propaganda during WW2 leading upto the Battle of 
Britain. They will explore the impact of World War 2 
on the lives of children (locally, nationally and 
internationally). The causes of the Second World 
War and the impact of the war on people locally, 
nationally and internationally. The Blitz, rationing, 
the Battle of Britain and evacuation. 
NC link: - a significant turning point in British history 
that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066. 
 

The children will also look in detail at some aspects 
of the Romanisation of Britain, such as the building 
of Roman roads and bathhouses. In addition to this, 
they will have the opportunity to learn about the 
British resistance of Boudicca and will act in role to 
look at the events of Boudicca's rebellion from 
different perspectives. A lesson on gods and Roman 
religion will help the children to understand more 
about the culture and beliefs of Roman people, and 
they will play and design games to consolidate their 
knowledge about the different Roman gods and 
goddesses. 

National 
Curriculum 
Objectives 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots. This 
could include:  

• Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 
410 and the fall of the western Roman 
Empire  

• Scots invasions from Ireland to north 
Britain (now Scotland)  

• Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and 
kingdoms: place names and village life  

• Anglo-Saxon art and culture  
Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and 
Lindisfarne 
 
 
 
 
 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 
1066. For example:  
a significant turning point in British history, e.g. the 
Battle of Britain 

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. This 
could include:  

• British resistance, e.g. Boudica  
• “Romanisation” of Britain: sites such as 

Caerwent and the impact of technology, 
culture and beliefs, including early 
Christianity  

 



Enquiry 
 

Anglo-
Saxons 

 
 
 
 

 
Chronological Understanding 

 
Knowledge and  Interpretation 

 
Historical Enquiry 

 Year 4 

- Can they plot recent history on a timeline using 
centuries? 

- Can they place periods of history on a timeline 
showing periods of time? 

- Can they use their mathematical skills to round 
up time differences into centuries and decades? 

 

Year 4 
- Can they explain how events from the past have 

helped shape our lives? 
- Do they appreciate that wars have happened 

from a very long time ago and are often 
associated with invasion, conquering or religious 
differences? 

- Do they know that people who lived in the past 
cooked and travelled differently and used 
different weapons from ours? 

- Do they recognise that the lives of wealthy 
people were very different from those of poor 
people? 

- Do they appreciate how items found belonging 
to the past are helping us to build up an 
accurate picture of how people lived in the 
past? 

 

Year 4 
- Can they research two versions of an event and 

say how they differ? 
- Can they research what it was like for a child in a 

given period from the past and use photographs 
and illustrations to present their findings? 

- Can they give more than one reason to support an 
historical argument? 

- Can they communicate knowledge and 
understanding orally and in writing and offer 
points of view based upon what they have found 
out? 

 

 Year 4 challenge 
- Can they use their mathematical skills to help 

them work out the time differences between 
certain major events in history? 

- Can they begin to build up a picture of what main 
events happened in Britain/ the world during 
different centuries?  

 

Year 4 challenge 
- Can they recognise that people’s way of life in 

the past was dictated by the work they did? 
- Do they appreciate that the food people ate was 

different because of the availability of different 
sources of food? 

- Do they appreciate that weapons will have 
changed by the developments and inventions 
that would have occurred within a given time 
period? 

- Do they appreciate that wealthy people would 
have had a very different way of living which 
would have impacted upon their health and 
education? 

 

Year 4 challenge 
- Can they independently, or as part of a group, 

present an aspect they have researched about a 
given period of history using multi-media skills 
when doing so? 

 

 Year 5 

- Can they use dates and historical language in 
their work? 

- Can they draw a timeline with different time 
periods outlined which show different 

Year 5 
- Can they describe historical events from the 

different period/s they are studying/have 
studied? 

Year 5 
- Can they test out a hypothesis in order to answer 

a question?  



information, such as, periods of history, when 
famous people lived, etc.? 

- Can they use their mathematical skills to work 
out exact time scales and differences as need be? 

 

- Can they make comparisons between historical 
periods; explaining things that have changed 
and things which have stayed the same? 

- Can they explain the role that Britain has had in 
spreading Christian values across the world? 

- Can they begin to appreciate that how we make 
decisions has been through a Parliament for 
some time? 

- Do they appreciate that significant events in 
history have helped shape the country we have 
today? 

- Do they have a good understanding as to how 
crime and punishment has changed over the 
years? 

- Do they appreciate how historical artefacts have 
helped us understand more about British lives in 
the present and past? 

 

 Year 5 challenge 

- Can they create timelines which outline the 
development of specific features, such as 
medicine; weaponry; transport, etc. 

 

Year 5 challenge 
- Do they appreciate how plagues and other 

major events have created huge differences to 
the way medicines and health care was 
developed? 

 

Year 5 challenge 
- Can they research the life of one person who has 

had an influence on the way Great Britain is 
divided into four separate countries? 

 

Enquiry 
 

The Battle 
of Britain 

 
 
 
 

 
Chronological Understanding 

 
Knowledge and  Interpretation 

 
Historical Enquiry 

Year 4 

- Can they plot recent history on a timeline using 
centuries? 

- Can they place periods of history on a timeline 
showing periods of time? 

- Can they use their mathematical skills to round 
up time differences into centuries and decades? 

 

Year 4 

- Can they explain how events from the past have 
helped shape our lives? 

- Do they appreciate that wars have happened 
from a very long time ago and are often 
associated with invasion, conquering or religious 
differences? 

- Do they know that people who lived in the past 
cooked and travelled differently and used 
different weapons from ours? 

- Do they recognise that the lives of wealthy 
people were very different from those of poor 
people? 

- Do they appreciate how items found belonging 
to the past are helping us to build up an 
accurate picture of how people lived in the 
past? 

 

Year 4 
- Can they research two versions of an event and 

say how they differ? 
- Can they research what it was like for a child in a 

given period from the past and use photographs 
and illustrations to present their findings? 

- Can they give more than one reason to support 
an historical argument? 

- Can they communicate knowledge and 
understanding orally and in writing and offer 
points of view based upon what they have found 
out? 

 



Year 4 Challenge 
- Can they use their mathematical skills to help 

them work out the time differences between 
certain major events in history? 

- Can they begin to build up a picture of what main 
events happened in Britain/ the world during 
different centuries?  

 

Year 4 challenge 
- Can they recognise that people’s way of life in 

the past was dictated by the work they did? 
- Do they appreciate that the food people ate was 

different because of the availability of different 
sources of food? 

- Do they appreciate that weapons will have 
changed by the developments and inventions 
that would have occurred within a given time 
period? 

- Do they appreciate that wealthy people would 
have had a very different way of living which 
would have impacted upon their health and 
education? 

 

Year 4 challenge 
- Can they independently, or as part of a group, 

present an aspect they have researched about a 
given period of history using multi-media skills 
when doing so? 

 

 Year 5 
- Can they use dates and historical language in 

their work? 
- Can they draw a timeline with different time 

periods outlined which show different 
information, such as, periods of history, when 
famous people lived, etc.? 

- Can they use their mathematical skills to work 
out exact time scales and differences as need be? 

 

Year 5 
- Can they describe historical events from the 

different period/s they are studying/have 
studied? 

- Can they make comparisons between historical 
periods; explaining things that have changed 
and things which have stayed the same? 

- Can they explain the role that Britain has had in 
spreading Christian values across the world? 

- Can they begin to appreciate that how we make 
decisions has been through a Parliament for 
some time? 

- Do they appreciate that significant events in 
history have helped shape the country we have 
today? 

- Do they have a good understanding as to how 
crime and punishment has changed over the 
years? 

Year 5 
- Can they test out a hypothesis in order to answer 

a question?  
- Do they appreciate how historical artefacts have 

helped us understand more about British lives in 
the present and past? 

 

 Year 5 Challenge 
- Can they create timelines which outline the 

development of specific features, such as 
medicine; weaponry; transport, etc. 

 

Year 5 challenge 
- Do they appreciate how plagues and other 

major events have created huge differences to 
the way medicines and health care was 
developed? 

 

Year 5 challenge 
- Can they research the life of one person who has 

had an influence on the way Great Britain is 
divided into four separate countries? 

 
 
 
 



Enquiry 
 

Romans 
 
 

 
Chronological Understanding 

 
Knowledge and  Interpretation 

 
Historical Enquiry 

Year 4 
- Can they plot recent history on a timeline using 

centuries? 
- Can they place periods of history on a timeline 

showing periods of time? 
- Can they use their mathematical skills to round 

up time differences into centuries and decades? 
 

Year 4  
- Can they explain how events from the past have 

helped shape our lives? 
- Do they appreciate that wars have happened 

from a very long time ago and are often 
associated with invasion, conquering or religious 
differences? 

- Do they know that people who lived in the past 
cooked and travelled differently and used 
different weapons from ours? 

- Do they recognise that the lives of wealthy 
people were very different from those of poor 
people? 

- Do they appreciate how items found belonging 
to the past are helping us to build up an 
accurate picture of how people lived in the 
past? 

 

Year 4 
- Can they research two versions of an event and 

say how they differ? 
- Can they research what it was like for a child in a 

given period from the past and use photographs 
and illustrations to present their findings? 

- Can they give more than one reason to support 
an historical argument? 

- Can they communicate knowledge and 
understanding orally and in writing and offer 
points of view based upon what they have found 
out? 

 

Year 4 Challenge 
- Can they use their mathematical skills to help 

them work out the time differences between 
certain major events in history? 

- Can they begin to build up a picture of what main 
events happened in Britain/ the world during 
different centuries?  

 

Year 4 Challenge 
- Can they recognise that people’s way of life in 

the past was dictated by the work they did? 
- Do they appreciate that the food people ate was 

different because of the availability of different 
sources of food? 

- Do they appreciate that weapons will have 
changed by the developments and inventions 
that would have occurred within a given time 
period? 

- Do they appreciate that wealthy people would 
have had a very different way of living which 
would have impacted upon their health and 
education? 

 

Year 4 challenge 
- Can they independently, or as part of a group, 

present an aspect they have researched about a 
given period of history using multi-media skills 
when doing so? 

 

Year 5 
- Can they use dates and historical language in 

their work? 
- Can they draw a timeline with different time 

periods outlined which show different 
information, such as, periods of history, when 
famous people lived, etc.? 

Year 5 
- Can they describe historical events from the 

different period/s they are studying/have 
studied? 

- Can they make comparisons between historical 
periods; explaining things that have changed 
and things which have stayed the same? 

Year 5 
- Can they test out a hypothesis in order to answer 

a question?  
- Do they appreciate how historical artefacts have 

helped us understand more about British lives in 
the present and past? 

 



- Can they use their mathematical skills to work 
out exact time scales and differences as need 
be? 

 

- Can they explain the role that Britain has had in 
spreading Christian values across the world? 

- Can they begin to appreciate that how we make 
decisions has been through a Parliament for 
some time? 

- Do they appreciate that significant events in 
history have helped shape the country we have 
today? 

- Do they have a good understanding as to how 
crime and punishment has changed over the 
years? 

Year 5 Challenge 
- Can they create timelines which outline the 

development of specific features, such as 
medicine; weaponry; transport, etc. 

 

Year 5 Challenge 
- Do they appreciate how plagues and other 

major events have created huge differences to 
the way medicines and health care was 
developed? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 Challenge 
- Can they research the life of one person who has 

had an influence on the way Great Britain is 
divided into four separate countries? 

 



 Autumn 1/Autumn 2 
The Vikings and Anglo Saxons 

 

Summer 2  
The Mayans 

Class 5 
Y6 

 
 
 

 
 
 

In this unit, the children will build upon their previous learning in Class 4 about 
the Anglo-Saxons and Scots. They will now focus more on the Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England up until the time of Edward the 
Confessor and be able to accurately order these times in history. The children 
will have the opportunity to learn about Viking raids and invasions, building on 
previous knowledge of Lindisfarne, further invasions and Danegeld. They will 
learn about the resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, first King of 
England. They will also learn about Anglo-Saxon laws, justice and Edward the 
Confessor and his death in 1066 and what impact these moments in history had 
on England, then and now. Throughout the unit of work, children will have 
opportunities for quality research, interpret and compare different points of 
view of the same event and use a range of evidence from different sources. 

In this unit of work, children will learn about the Mayan Civilisation and the 
differences between it and Britain during the 10th and 11th century. The children 
will explore and consider how the Mayans ruled in the post-classical period, how 
life differed in the Yucatan Peninsula compared to England at this time and if there 
were any similarities between the fall of Chichen Itza and the fall of Anglo-Saxon 
rule (which will connect with our first history unit from autumn term). The 
children will learn about what life was like in Mayan times, where ancient Mayan 
cities are in today’s world and what these places were like thousands of years ago 
and how the Mayans became so powerful. The children will have a variety of 
opportunities throughout the unit to conduct historical enquiries, interpret 
knowledge and be able to fit events onto a timeline. 

National 
Curriculum 
Objectives 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor. 

- Viking raids and invasion 
- Resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, first king of England 
- Further Viking invasions and Danegeld 
- Anglo-Saxon laws and justice 
- Edward the Confessor and his death in 1066 

(Viking raids and invasion, resistance by Alfred the Great) 

One study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. 
AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.  
 

Enquiry 
  

The Vikings 
and Anglo 

Saxons 

 
Chronological Understanding 

 
Knowledge and  Interpretation 

 
Historical Enquiry 

Year 6 
- Can they say where a period of history fits on 

a timeline? 

- Can they place a specific event on a timeline 

by decade? 

- Can they place features of historical events 

and people from past societies and periods in 

a chronological framework? 

Year 6 
- Can they summarise the main events from a specific 

period in history, explaining the order in which key 
events happened? 

- Can they summarise how Britain has had a major 
influence on world history? 

- Can they summarise what Britain may have learnt 
from other countries and civilizations through time 
gone by and more recently? 

- Can they describe features of historical events and 
people from past societies and periods they have 
studied? 

Year 6 
- Can they look at two different versions and say 

how the author may be attempting to 
persuade or give a specific viewpoint? 

- Can they identify and explain their 
understanding of propaganda? 

- Can they describe a key event from Britain’s 
past using a range of evidence from different 
sources? 



- Can they recognise and describe differences and 
similarities/ changes and continuity between different 
periods of history? 

 
 

Year 6 Challenge 
- Do they appreciate that some ancient 
civilizations showed greater advancements than 
people who lived centuries after them?  

Year 6 Challenge 
- Can they suggest relationships between causes in 

history? 
- Can they appreciate how Britain once had an Empire 

and how that has helped or hindered our relationship 
with a number of countries today? 

- Can they trace the main events that define Britain’s 
journey from a mono to a multi-cultural society? 

 

Year 6 Challenge 
- Can they suggest why there may be different 

interpretations of events? 
- Can they suggest why certain events, people 

and changes might be seen as more significant 
than others? 

- Can they pose and answer their own historical 
questions? 

 
 
 
 

 

Enquiry 
 

The Mayans 

 
Chronological Understanding 

 
Knowledge and  Interpretation 

 
 

 
Historical Enquiry 

Year 6 
- Can they say where a period of history fits on 

a timeline? 

- Can they place a specific event on a timeline 

by decade? 

- Can they place features of historical events 

and people from past societies and periods in 

a chronological framework? 

Year 6 
- Can they summarise the main events from a specific 

period in history, explaining the order in which key 
events happened? 

- Can they summarise how Britain has had a major 
influence on world history? 

- Can they summarise what Britain may have learnt 
from other countries and civilizations through time 
gone by and more recently? 

- Can they describe features of historical events and 
people from past societies and periods they have 
studied? 

- Can they recognise and describe differences and 
similarities/ changes and continuity between different 
periods of history? 

 

Year 6 
- Can they look at two different versions and say 

how the author may be attempting to 
persuade or give a specific viewpoint? 

- Can they identify and explain their 
understanding of propaganda? 

- Can they describe a key event from Britain’s 
past using a range of evidence from different 
sources? 

 

Year 6 Challenge 
- Do they appreciate that some ancient 
civilizations showed greater advancements than 
people who lived centuries after them?  

Year 6 Challenge 
- Can they suggest relationships between causes in 

history? 

Year 6 Challenge 
- Can they suggest why there may be different 

interpretations of events? 



 

- Can they appreciate how Britain once had an Empire 
and how that has helped or hindered our relationship 
with a number of countries today? 

- Can they trace the main events that define Britain’s 
journey from a mono to a multi-cultural society? 

 

- Can they suggest why certain events, people 
and changes might be seen as more significant 
than others? 

- Can they pose and answer their own historical 
questions? 

 


