
St Ignatius Catholic Primary School 

Geography Long Term Plan (Year B 2020/21) 

Overview 

Gaps in overview are History Units of Work. See History Long Term Plan 

 Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2  
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2  
 

Nursery 
(Themes) 

 

  
Dinosaurs & 

Fairies  

 
Superheroes  

  

 
The Gruffalo  

 
Minibeasts  

 
Fairy Tales  

 
Bears  

Class 1 
EYFS & Y1 

(Themes and 
UOW) 

Weather and Seasons Hot and Cold Countries 
Antarctica and Kalahari Desert 

Local Study 
Ossett 

 

Class 2 
Y1&2 

Weather and seasons (ongoing 
throughout the year) 

Hot and Cold Countries 
What a Wonderful World 

Local Study 
Ossett 

Class 3 
Y3&4 

 

 Volcanoes 
 

Greece 
 

 

Class 4 
Y4&5 

 

 Ossett / 
Netherton 

  South America 

Class 5 
Y6 

 

 United Kingdom Our Local Area 
(Mapping) 

 
 



. 

Geography Rationale 

At St Ignatius, we believe that Geography helps to provoke and provide answers to questions about the natural and 

human aspects of the world. Children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and knowledge of the world, as 

well as their place in it. The geography curriculum at St Ignatius enables children to develop knowledge and skills that are 

transferable to other curriculum areas and which can be, and are used, to promote their spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development. Geography is, by nature, an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, 

knowledge and skills. We seek to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people which will 

remain with them for the rest of their lives; to promote the children’s interest and understanding of diverse places, 

people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical 

and human processes. The curriculum has been designed to develop knowledge and skills that are progressive, as well as 

transferable, throughout their time at St Ignatius and also to their further education and beyond. 

 



 

Geography Coverage 
 

National Curriculum Objectives & Progression Narratives 
 

 
 

Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 
 

Nursery 

EYFS 

The children will be 
learning about 
Dinosaurs and Fairies, 
listen to and join in with 
stories and poems such 
as Harry & the Bucketful 
of Dinosaurs, 
Tyrannosaurus Drip, 
Tom and the Dinosaurs 
and Dinosaur Roar. They 
will learn to extend their 
vocabulary by naming 
different types of 
dinosaur, find out how 
we know so much about 
these extinct creatures, 
create a variety of items 
for our visiting fairies 
and wizards and use 
their imagination to ask 
and answer questions 
about fairies and 
wizards.  
 

The children will be 
learning to listen to and 
retell stories linked to 
our topic of 
Superheroes such as 
‘Superkid’, ‘Supertato’, 
‘Super Daisy’ and 
‘George Saves the 
World by Lunchtime’. 
We will work together 
to make up and act out 
imaginative stories 
based on superheroes 
and children will use 
their imagination to 
create their own 
superhero with a 
costume, gadget and 
super power.  
 

The children will be 
learning to listen to and 
join in with stories in 
small groups, talk about 
the main characters, 
events and setting in a 
story, make puppets 
using a range of 
materials.  
They will retell a familiar 
story using props they 
have made (The 
Gruffalo and The 
Gruffalo’s Child), build a 
home for the Gruffalo, 
talk about animal 
homes and nocturnal 
animals, talk about 
animals they have seen 
and comment and ask 
questions about 
different animals.  
 

The children will be 
learning to comment 
and ask questions about 
aspects of their familiar 
world, such as the place 
where they live or the 
natural world. They will 
talk about some of the 
things they have 
observed such as plants, 
animals, natural and 
found objects, talk 
about why things 
happen and how things 
work. They will develop 
an understanding of 
growth, decay and 
changes over time and 
show care and concern 
for living things and the 
environment. We will 
order some caterpillars 
so that the children can 
see their growth and 
development into 
butterflies.   

The children will be 
learning to listen to and 
join in with stories in 
small groups, talk about 
the main characters, 
events and setting in a 
story, act out a narrative 
in small groups and use 
available resources to 
create props to support 
role play. We will focus 
on the stories of The 
Gingerbread Man, The 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
and The Three Little Pigs 
and investigating 
aspects of their familiar 
world such as the place 
where they live or the 
natural world. We will 
also talk about some of 
the things they have 
observed  
 

We will be reading 
stories such as 
‘Goldilocks & the Three 
Bears’, ’We’re Going on 
a Bear Hunt’ by Michael 
Rosen and ‘This is the 
Bear’ by Sarah Hayes. 
We would like to hold a 
Teddy Bears Picnic on 
the last day of term with 
parents.   
This term the children 
will be learning to play 
alongside other children 
who are engaged in the 
same theme, play 
cooperatively as part of 
a group to act out a 
narrative.  
They will also koin in 
with repeated refrains 
and anticipate key 
events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories.  
 

EYFS 
curriculum 

links 

Understanding the 
World – The World 
30 – 50 months: 

 Comments and asks 
questions about 
aspects of their 
familiar world such as 

 Understanding the 
World – The World 
30 – 50 months: 

 Comments and asks 
questions about 
aspects of their 
familiar world such 

Understanding the 
World – The World 
30 – 50 months: 

 Comments and asks 
questions about 
aspects of their 
familiar world such as 

Understanding the 
World – The World 
30 – 50 months: 

 Can talk about some of 
the things they have 
observed such as 
plants, animals, 

Understanding the 
World – The World 
30 – 50 months: 

 Comments and asks 
questions about 
aspects of their 
familiar world such as 



the place where they 
live or the natural 
world. 

40 – 60 months: 

 Looks closely at 
similarities, 
differences, patterns 
and change. 

 

as the place where 
they live or the 
natural world.  

 Can talk about some 
of the things they 
have observed such 
as plants, animals, 
natural and found 
objects. 

 

the place where they 
live or the natural 
world. 

 Can talk about some of 
the things they have 
observed such as 
plants, animals, 
natural and found 
objects. 

 Developing an 
understanding of 
growth, decay and 
changes over time.  

 Shows care and 
concern for living 
things and the 
environment. 

40 – 60 months: 

 Looks closely at 
similarities, 
differences, patterns 
and change. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

natural and found 
objects. 

 Talks about why things 
happen and how 
things work.  

 

the place where they 
live or the natural 
world. 

 Can talk about some 
of the things they 
have observed such as 
plants, animals, 
natural and found 
objects. 

 



 Autumn 1/Autumn 2 
Weather and Seasons (ongoing through the year) 

Spring 1 / Spring 2 
Hot and Cold Countries 

Summer 1/Summer 2  
Local Study - Ossett 

 

Class 1 
EYFS 

Children will monitor the weather on a daily basis 
and make predictions based on what they know 
about the seasons about what the weather will be 
the next day. They will be able to use a range of 
observational records to talk about the weather in 
each season. Children will think about what people 
should wear in different seasons and weather 
conditions and explain why. 

During this topic unit children will learn where the 
equator, North and South Poles are and be able to 
identify them on a globe or in an atlas. They will be 
able to explain the main features of hot and cold 
countries. They will think about people in hot and 
cold countries and be able to talk about what they 
would wear in a hot or cold country. The children will 
focus on Antarctica and the Kalahari dessert. They 
will meet a penguin from the story of ‘Lost and 
Found’ who will help them learn about cold 
countries. They will also meet a meerkat from 
‘Meerkat Mail’ where they will learn about hot 
countries. 

Children will use photographs of the local area to talk 

about what they do and don’t like. They will think 

about what questions they would like to ask about 

the local area. The children will identify and talk 

about key features of their local area and discuss 

features of towns and villages. The children will learn 

the countries that make up the United Kingdom and 

discover where Ossett is. They will be able to name 

some other towns and cities in the North and South 

of the United Kingdom 

 

EYFS 
curriculum 

links 

Understanding the World – The World 
ELG: 
Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate 
environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some  things occur, and talk 
about changes. 

National 
curriculum 
objectives 

identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles 

• name and locate the world’s seven continents 
and five oceans  

• name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

• understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting 
non-European country  

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom and the location of hot and 
cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South Poles  

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather  

• key human features, including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 
shop  

• name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather  

• key human features, including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 
shop  

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 
the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as 
the countries, continents and oceans studied at 
this key stage  

• use simple compass directions (North, South, East 
and West) and locational and directional 
language (e.g. ‘near’ and ‘far’; ‘left’ and ‘right’) to 
describe the location of features and routes on a 
map  

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and 



• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 
the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as 
the countries, continents and oceans studied at 
this key stage  

• use simple compass directions (North, South, East 
and West) and locational and directional 
language (e.g. ‘near’ and ‘far’; ‘left’ and ‘right’) to 
describe the location of features and routes on a 
map  

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a simple map; and use 
and construct basic symbols in a key  

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study 
the geography of their school and its grounds and 
the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

physical features; devise a simple map; and use 
and construct basic symbols in a key  

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study 
the geography of their school and its grounds and 
the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

Enquiry 
Weather 

and Seasons 
 

Geographical Enquiry Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical Knowledge 

Year 1 
• Can they answer questions about 

the weather? 

• Can they keep a weather chart? 

 

Year 1 
• Can they explain how the weather 

changes with each season? 

Year 1 
• Can they begin to explain why they 

would wear different clothes at 

different times of the year? 

 

 

Year 1 challenge 
• Can they answer questions using a 

weather chart? 

• Can they make plausible 

predictions about what the 

weather may be like later in the day 

or tomorrow? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Enquiry 
Hot and 

Cold 
Countries 

Geographical Enquiry Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical Knowledge 

Year 1 
• Can they answer some questions 

using different resources, such as 

books, the internet and atlases? 

Year 1 
• Can they describe a locality using 

words and pictures? 
• Can they explain the main features 

of a hot and cold place? 

Year 1 
• Can they tell something about the 

people who live in hot and cold 

places? 

Year 1 
• Can they point out where the 

equator, north pole and south pole 
are on a globe or atlas? 

 



• Can they think of a few relevant 

questions to ask about a locality? 

 

 • Can they explain what they might 

wear if they lived in a very hot or a 

very cold place? 

 Year 1 Challenge 
• Can they name key features 

associated with a town or village, 
e.g. ‘factory’, ‘detached house’, 
‘semi-detached house’, ‘terrace 
house’? 

 

  

Enquiry 
Local Study 

Geographical Enquiry Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical Knowledge 

Year 1 
• Can they say what they like about 

their locality? 

• Can they sort things they like and 

don’t like? 

• Can they answer some questions 

using different resources, such as 

books, the internet and atlases? 

• Can they think of a few relevant 

questions to ask about a locality? 

Year 1  
• Can they tell someone their address? 
• Can they describe a locality using 
words and pictures? 
• Can they name key features 
associated with a town or village, 
e.g. ‘church’, ‘farm’, ‘shop’, ‘house’? 

 

 Year 1 
• Can they identify the four countries 

making up the United Kingdom? 
• Can they name some of the main 

towns and cities in the United 
Kingdom? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 Challenge 
• Can they name key features 
associated with a town or village, 
e.g. ‘factory’, ‘detached house’, 
‘semi-detached house’, ‘terrace 
house’? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 challenge 
• Can they name different jobs that 

people living in their area might do? 
 

Year 1 challenge 
• Can they name a few towns in the 

south and north of the UK? 



 Autumn 1/Autumn 2 
Weather and Seasons (Ongoing 

throughout the year) 

Spring 1 / Spring 2 
What a wonderful world 
(Hot and cold countries) 

Summer 1/Summer 2  
Local study 

Ossett 

Class 2 
Y1&2 

Children will monitor the weather on a daily basis 

and make predictions based on what they know 

about the seasons about what the weather will be 

the next day. They will be able to use a range of 

observational records to talk about the weather in 

each season. Children will think about what people 

should wear in different seasons and weather 

conditions and explain why. They will also be able to 

explain how the weather can affect people in 

different ways. 

Children will be using a range of map skills to find 

and locate the continents and oceans. They will be 

challenged to find and locate some major mountain 

ranges and rivers using an atlas and a range of 

maps. Children will also be taught about the 

equator and be able to link this to making 

predictions about the different weather conditions 

around the world. They will also be using compass 

directions to describe locations around the world. 

Children will be using a range of sources such as 

photographs, aerial photographs, maps and atlases 

to describe a location and explain why it might be 

hot or cold. Children will be making comparisons 

between their lives and the lives of others in the 

hot and cold countries, such as what clothing would 

be worn in those places etc.  

We will also make links to how some areas are 

being damaged by our actions and how others are 

working to change this. This will link to the global 

issue of plastic in the ocean and how this is having 

an impact on our world. 

Children will be researching their local area and be 

making links to what they already know. They will 

have both maps and photographs and discuss what 

they like or dislike about the area and talk about 

what makes the area special. The children will create 

a range of questions to ask others which will provide 

a basis for a line of enquiry. Children will become 

familiar with using a range of sources to find out 

about a locality and use geographical vocabulary to 

describe it’s physical geography e.g. hill, mountain, 

ocean and valley. They will also be encouraged to 

think about the buildings found in their locality and 

their purpose e.g. detached/terraced house, factory, 

farm and shop. Children will be encouraged to make 

links between the key features of the locality and 

what jobs people in the area might do. Children will 

also find their locality on a map of the UK and 

describe it in relation to the compass directions, 

countries and major cities. They will also be expected 

to know their address and how what an address 

relates to e.g. road names and towns etc. Children 

will also use road maps to find the best route to 

school from a local position.  

In order to encourage children to respect the area in 

which they live, we will talk about the impact people 

can have on their locality and what we can do to help 

make an area better making links to the previous 

topic of ‘What a Wonderful World.’ 

 

National 
Curriculum 
objectives 

identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the Equator and 
the North and South Poles 

• name and locate the world’s seven continents 
and five oceans  

• name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

• understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United 

• name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather  



Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting 
non-European country  

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom and the location of hot and 
cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South Poles  

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather  

• key human features, including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 
shop  

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 
the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as 
the countries, continents and oceans studied at 
this key stage  

• use simple compass directions (North, South, East 
and West) and locational and directional 
language (e.g. ‘near’ and ‘far’; ‘left’ and ‘right’) to 
describe the location of features and routes on a 
map  

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a simple map; and use 
and construct basic symbols in a key  

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 
study the geography of their school and its grounds 
and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 
shop  

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 
the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as 
the countries, continents and oceans studied at 
this key stage  

• use simple compass directions (North, South, East 
and West) and locational and directional 
language (e.g. ‘near’ and ‘far’; ‘left’ and ‘right’) to 
describe the location of features and routes on a 
map  

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a simple map; and use 
and construct basic symbols in a key  

• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

Enquiry 
Weather 

and seasons  
 

Geographical Enquiry Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical Knowledge 

Year 1 
• Can they answer questions about 

the weather? 

• Can they keep a weather chart? 

 

Year 1 
• Can they explain how the weather 

changes with each season? 

Year 1 
• Can they begin to explain why they 

would wear different clothes at 

different times of the year? 

 



Year 1 challenge 
• Can they answer questions using a 

weather chart? 

- Can they make plausible predictions 

about what the weather may be like 

later in the day or tomorrow? 

   

Year 2 challenge 
• Can they make inferences by 

looking at a weather chart? 

 

 Year 2 challenge 
• Can they explain how the weather 

affects different people? 
 

 

Enquiry  
Hot and 
cold 
countries  

Geographical Enquiry Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical Knowledge 

Year 1 
• Can they answer some questions 

using different resources, such as 

books, the internet and atlases? 

• Can they think of a few relevant 

questions to ask about a locality? 

 

Year 1 
• Can they describe a locality using 

words and pictures? 
• Can they explain the main features 

of a hot and cold place? 
 

Year 1 
• Can they tell something about the 

people who live in hot and cold 

places? 

Can they explain what they might 

wear if they lived in a very hot or a 

very cold place? 

Year 1 
• Can they point out where the 

equator, north pole and south pole 
are on a globe or atlas? 

 

 Year 1 Challenge 
• Can they name key features 

associated with a town or village, 
e.g. ‘factory’, ‘detached house’, 
‘semi-detached house’, ‘terrace 
house’? 

 

  

Year 2 
• Can they label a diagram or 

photograph using some 

geographical words? 

• Can they find out about a locality 

by using different sources of 

evidence? 

 

Year 2 
• Can they explain what makes a 

locality special? 
• Can they describe some of the 

features associated with an island? 
• Can they describe the key features 

of a place, using words like, beach, 
coast forest, hill, mountain, ocean, 
valley? 

• Can they describe a place outside 
Europe using geographical words? 

 

Year 2 
• Can they explain how the jobs 

people do may be different in 
different parts of the world? 

• Do they think that people ever spoil 
the area? How? 

• Do they think that people try to 
make the area better? How? 

 

Year 2 
• Can they name the continents of 

the world and find them in an 
atlas? 

• Can they name the world’s oceans 
and find them in an atlas? 

 



Year 2 challenge 
• Can they make plausible 

predictions about what the 

weather may be like in different 

parts of the world? 

 

Year 2 challenge 
• Can they use a map, photographs, 
film or plan to describe a contrasting 
locality outside Europe? 
• Can they find the longest and 
shortest route using a map? 

 

 Year 2 Challenge 
• Can they locate some of the 

world’s major rivers and mountain 
ranges? 

• Can they point out the North, 
South, East and West associated 
with maps and compass? 

Enquiry  
Local Study 

Geographical Enquiry Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical Knowledge 

Year 1 
• Can they say what they like about 

their locality? 

• Can they sort things they like and 

don’t like? 

• Can they answer some questions 

using different resources, such as 

books, the internet and atlases? 

• Can they think of a few relevant 

questions to ask about a locality? 

Year 1  
• Can they tell someone their address? 
• Can they describe a locality using 
words and pictures? 
• Can they name key features 
associated with a town or village, 
e.g. ‘church’, ‘farm’, ‘shop’, ‘house’? 

 

 Year 1 
• Can they identify the four countries 

making up the United Kingdom? 
• Can they name some of the main 

towns and cities in the United 
Kingdom? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 Challenge 
• Can they name key features 
associated with a town or village, 
e.g. ‘factory’, ‘detached house’, 
‘semi-detached house’, ‘terrace 
house’? 

 

Year 1 challenge 
• Can they name different jobs that 

people living in their area might do? 
 

Year 1 challenge 
• Can they name a few towns in the 

south and north of the UK? 

Year 2 
• Can they label a diagram or 

photograph using some 
geographical words? 

• Can they find out about a locality by 
using different sources of 
evidence? 

Year 2 
• Can they describe some physical 
features of their own locality? 
• Can they explain what makes a 
locality special? 
• Can they describe some places which 
are not near the school? 

Year 2 
• Can they describe some human 

features of their own locality, such 
as the jobs people do? 

• Do they think that people ever spoil 
the area? How? 

• Do they think that people try to 
make the area better? How? 

Year 2  
• Can they name the major cities of 

England, Wales, Scotland and 
Ireland? 

• Can they find where they live on a 
map of the UK? 

 



• Can they find out about a locality by 
asking some relevant questions to 
someone else? 

• Can they say what they like and 
don’t like about their locality and 
another locality like the seaside? 

 

• Can they describe the key features of 
a place, using words like, beach, 
coast forest, hill, mountain, ocean, 
valley? 

 

• Can they explain what facilities a 
town or village might need? 

 

 Year 2 challenge 
• Can they find the longest and 
shortest route using a map? 

 

 Year 2 challenge 
• Can they point out the North, South, 

East and West associated with maps 
and compass? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Spring 1 

Volcanoes  

Spring 2 

Where in the world is Greece? 

Class 3 
Y3&4 

 

Class 3 will be studying the structure of the Earth in order to understand 
volcanoes. They will look in detail at what happens at the boundaries of the 
Erath’s plates when they move and the consequences of this. Children will be 
given the opportunity to explore the features and be able to describe and explain 
these through both written and practical activities.  
This unit of work will link closely with our Science topic of Rocks and soils to build 
connections in learning. Children will use enquiry and map skills in order to locate 
and research a selection of infamous volcanoes and then write reports on the 
effects and consequences of volcanic eruptions, taking human geography into 
account.  

This unit of work will give the opportunity for children to develop their map skills 
to locate Greece and key locations within and be able to plot these accurately. 
They will use a range of resources to research daily life in Greece and make 
comparisons to our lives here in Britain. Children will learn about how the land 
is used and what the climate is like, making links between the two. Exploring the 
human and physical features of Greece will play a big part in their learning and 
they will need to be able to describe and explain these in detail. 
The children will then consider why Greece is a popular holiday destination in 
the Mediterranean and create informative presentations on this.  
This topic will then lead into studying Ancient Greece and comparing how human 
and physical features have changed. 

National 
Curriculum 
objectives 

- locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 
location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities  

- identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night)  

- describe and understand key aspects of:  physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle  

- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied  

- use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  

Begin by looking at The World, Europe, Greece, choose an area in Greece to 
focus on 
- locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 

location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities  

- identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night)  

- understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, and a region within North or South America  

- describe and understand: human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water  

- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied 

- use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

 
 
 



Enquiry 
Volcanoes 

Geographical Enquiry Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical Knowledge 

Year 3 • Do they use correct geographical 
words to describe a place and the 
events that happen there? 

• Can they identify key features of a 
locality by using a map? 

• Can they begin to use 4 figure grid 
references? 

• Can they accurately plot NSEW on a 
map? 

• Can they use some basic OS map 
symbols? 

- Can they make accurate 
measurement of distances within 
100Km? 

• Can they use maps and atlases 
appropriately by using contents and 
indexes? 

• Can they describe how volcanoes 
are created? 

• Can they confidently describe 
physical features in a locality? 

- Can they describe how volcanoes 
have an impact on people’s lives? 

 

- Can they locate and name some of 
the world’s most famous 
volcanoes? 

 

Year 3 
challenge 

- Can they explain why a locality has 
certain physical features? 

   

Year 4 • Can they find the same place on a 

globe and in an atlas? 

(E.g. Where volcanoes are located?) 
- Can they label the same features on 

an aerial photograph as on a map? 

 

- Can they use appropriate symbols 
to represent different physical 
features on a map? 

 

• Can they suggest different ways that 

a locality could be changed and 

improved? 

 

• Can they locate the Tropic of Cancer 
and the Tropic of Capricorn? 

   (In relation to where volcanoes are 
located?) 

 

Year 4 
Challenge 

 • Can they explain how a locality has 
changed over time with reference 
to physical features? 

 

• Can they explain how people are 
trying to manage their 
environment? 

 

 

Enquiry  
Greece 

Geographical Enquiry Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical Knowledge 



Year 3 • Do they use correct geographical 
words to describe a place and the 
events that happen there? 

• Can they identify key features of a 
locality by using a map? 

• Can they begin to use 4 figure grid 
references? 

• Can they accurately plot NSEW on a 
map? 

• Can they use some basic OS map 
symbols? 

• Can they make accurate 
measurement of distances within 
100Km? 

- Can they use maps and atlases 
appropriately by using contents and 
indexes? 

- Can they confidently describe 
physical features in a locality? 

- Can they locate the Mediterranean 
and explain why it is a popular 
holiday destination? 

- Can they recognise the 8 points of 
the compass (N,NW, W, S, SW, SE, 
E, NE)? 

 

- Can they confidently describe 
human features in a locality? 

- Can they explain why a locality has 
certain human features? 

- Can they explain why a place is like 
it is? 

- Can they explain how the lives of 
people living in the Mediterranean 
would be different from their own? 

 

- Can they name a number of 
countries in the Northern 
Hemisphere? 

- Can they name and locate some 
well-known European countries? 

- Can they name and locate the 
capital cities of neighbouring 
European countries?  

- Are they aware of different weather 
in different parts of the world, 
especially Europe? 

 

Year 3 
challenge 

- Can they work out how long it 
would take to get to a given 
destination taking account of the 
mode of transport? 

- Can they explain why a locality has 
certain physical features? 

 

- Can they explain how people’s lives 
vary due to weather? 

 

- Can they name the two largest seas 
around Europe? 

 

Year 4 • Can they find the same place on a 
globe and in an atlas? 

• Can they label the same features on 
an aerial photograph as on a map? 

- Can they use appropriate symbols 
to represent different physical 
features on a map? 

• Can they explain how a locality has 

changed over time with reference to 

human features? 

• Can they suggest different ways that 

a locality could be changed and 

improved? 

 

• Do they know the countries that 
make up the European Union? 

 

Year 4 
Challenge 

 - Can they explain how a locality has 
changed over time with reference 
to physical features? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Autumn 2 
Ossett / Netherton 

Summer 2 
South America 

Class 4 
Y4&5 

 

In this unit, children will learn more about the physical and human features of 
Netherton and Ossett. They will have the opportunity to identify the 
towns/villages on a map of the UK and Europe, aswell as other physical features 
that have been beneficial to the settlements throughout the years. They will 
conduct a field study to understand the changes in land use of these settlements 
over time, and suggest reasons for these changes. Comparisons between the two 
settlements will also be made, both in terms of the physical and human aspects 
of the settlements.  

This unit will be allow the children to build on and develop many of the 
geographical skills they learnt during the Ossett/Netherton topic. They will 
start by locating South America and identifying key features including the 
countries and the key rivers/mountains in the continent. They will then look at 
different countries in more detail, ideally picking two contrasting countries on 
the same continent (eg Brazil and Chile). They will use geographical skills to 
identify the key physical features of both countries, using maps and google 
earth, plotting key cities and identifying population information. The human 
features will also be researched, identifying the key trades for each country. 
Once these countries have been researched, the children will undertake a 
comparison of one of their chosen South American countries and a European 
country and an English region, in particular to compare the physical geography 
and land use.  

National 
Curriculum 
Objectives 

Begin by looking at The World, Europe, Britain, Yorkshire. Differences between 
cities, towns, villages. 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some 
of these aspects have changed over time 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North 
or South America 

 Describe and understand: human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals 
and water 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 

Begin by looking at the World, America, South America, countries in S America, 
then choose a country to focus on 
- locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 

location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, 
and major cities  

- identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night)  

- understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, and a region within North or South America  

- describe and understand: human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water  

- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied  

- use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

 



Enquiry 
 
 
 
 
 

Geographical Enquiry 
 

Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical Knowledge 

Year 4 
 

• Can they carry out a survey to 

discover features of cities and 

villages? 

• Can they label the same features on 

an aerial photograph as on a map? 

• Can they plan a journey to a place 

in England? 

• Can they accurately measure and 

collect information(e.g. rainfall, 

temperature, wind speed, noise 

levels etc.)? 

Year 4 
 

• Can they describe the main features 
of a village? 

• Can they describe the main physical 
differences between cities and 
villages? 

• Can they use appropriate symbols 
to represent different physical 
features on a map? 

 

Year 4 
 

 Can they explain why people may 
choose to live in a village rather 
than a city? 

 Can they explain how a locality has 
changed over time with reference 
to human features? 

 

Year 4 
 

 Do they know the difference 
between the British Isles, Great 
Britain and UK? 

 Can they name up to six cities in  
the UK and locate them on a map? 

 Can they locate and name some of 
the main islands that surround the 
UK? 

 Can they name the areas of origin 
of the main ethnic groups in the 
UK & in their school? 

 
Year 4 challenge 
 

 Can they give accurate 
measurements between 2 given 
places within the UK? 

Year 4 challenge 
• Can they explain how a locality has 

changed over time with reference 
to physical features? 

 Year 4 challenge 
 

 Can they name some of the main 
towns and cities in Yorkshire and 
Lancashire? 

Year 5 
 

 Can they collect information about 
a place and use it in a report? 

 Can they map land use? 

 Can they find possible answers to 

their own geographical questions? 

 Can they make detailed sketches 
and plans; improving their accuracy 
later? 

Year 5 
 
• Can they explain how a location fits 

into its wider geographical location; 
with reference to physical features? 

 

Year 5 
 

 Can they explain how a location 
fits into its wider geographical 
location; with reference to human 
and economical features? 

 Can they explain what a place 
might be like in the future, taking 
account of issues impacting on 
human features? 

Year 5 
 

 Can they collect information about a 
place and use it in a report? 

 Can they map land use? 

 Can they find possible answers to 
their own geographical questions? 

 Can they make detailed sketches 
and plans; improving their accuracy 
later? 

 Year 5 challenge 

 Can they explain what a place (open 
to environmental and physical 
change) might be like in the future 
taking account of physical features? 

  



Enquiry 
 

South 
America 

Geographical Enquiry 
 

Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical Knowledge 

Year 4 
• Can they find the same place on a 

globe and in an atlas? 

• Can they label the same features on 

an aerial photograph as on a map? 

 

Year 4 
 

 Can they use appropriate symbols 
to represent different physical 
features on a map? 

 

Year 4 
 

 Can they explain how a locality has 
changed over time with reference 
to human features? 

 Can they suggest different ways 
that a locality could be changed 
and improved? 

 

Year 4 
 
• Can they locate the Tropic of Cancer 

and the Tropic of Capricorn? 

 

 Year 4 challenge 
• Can they explain how a locality has 

changed over time with reference 
to physical features? 

 

Year 4 challenge 
• Can they explain how people are 

trying to manage their environment? 
 

 

Year 5  
• Can they find possible answers to 

their own geographical questions? 
• Can they plan a journey to a place in 

another part of the world, taking 

account of distance and time? 

 

Year 5 
• Can they explain how a location fits 

into its wider geographical location; 
with reference to physical features? 

 

Year 5 
• Can they explain how a location fits 

into its wider geographical location 
with reference to human and 
economical features? 

• Can they explain what a place 
might be like in the future, taking 
account of issues impacting on 
human features? 

Year 5 
• Can they locate the USA and 

Canada on a world map and atlas? 
• Can they locate and name the main 

countries in South America on a 
world map and atlas? 

 

Year 5 challenge 

- Can they work out an accurate 

itinerary detailing a journey to 

another part of the world? 

 

  Year 5 challenge 
- Can they begin to recognise the 

climate of a given country 
according to its location on the 
map? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 Spring 1 
United Kingdom 

Spring 2/Summer 1 
Our Local Area  

Class 5 
Y6 

 
 
 

 
 
 

In this unit of work, children will learn about the location and principal features of the 
UK and our region at a range of scales and consider the ways which human processes 
operate in the UK in comparison to our local area. Children will have the opportunity to 
further develop and secure their locational and place knowledge and geographical 
vocabulary, building on from previous year groups. They will have the opportunity to 
further develop, use and apply their skills of enquiry and fieldwork (including the use of 
data and map work), and to do so with a greater degree of confidence and 
independence. They will continue to make regular use of globes and atlases, including 
considering some of the key questions and choices involved in their construction and 
creation. They will take part in opportunities within other subjects, via ‘geography in the 
news’ and/or through additional dedicated fieldwork days that include a degree of 
independent investigation.  
 

In this unit of work, class five will build upon their knowledge from the 
previous unit to locate the region and local area in relation to other places 
in England and the UK, using an aerial image to describe the key physical 
and human features of that area. They will learn about the skills required 
to read, use and create maps accurately for different purposes up to six-
figure grid references. They will also learn about ordnance survey 
symbols and their uses which will enable them to create and annotate 
their own ordnance survey map of our school grounds and beyond. 
Following the national curriculum objectives, children will then delve 
deeper in their learning about our local area and consider local, regional, 
national and international links to the local area, locating key sites, using 
scales, distance and compass points to identify approximate locations. 
Children will also have the opportunity to research key human needs and 
processes of an idea and how a region can meet the needs of its 
population. For further information on this unit, please read the 
objectives and further challenges below. 

National 
Curriculum 
Objectives 

 The location and principal features of the UK and their local region when seen at a range 
of scales, from the global to the immediately local; 

 Ways in which human processes (such as economic and political processes, the 
distribution of energy, land use, settlement and change) operate within the UK and their 
local region; 

 Ways in which the location and physical geography of the UK and their local region 
impact on (and are impacted by) human activity in the region; 

 Ways in which the location and distinctive features of the UK and their local region 
compare and contrast with those of other places studied. 

 Interpret a range of maps of the UK and the local region and apply this information to 
their understanding of it; 

 Use maps and supporting information to route-plan a tourist trip around the capital 
cities of the UK; 

 Use fieldwork to collect and critically evaluate data from a range of viewpoints about 
the local region, how it meets people’s needs, and how it might change; 

 Use and annotate Ordnance Survey maps, including the use of grid references, in order 
to present arguments about change in the local region; 

 Use appropriate vocabulary when describing key information about the UK and the local 
region to external audiences. 

 To locate the region and local area in relation to other places. 

 To use an aerial image to describe the key physical and human features 
of the region and local area. 

 To understand local, regional, national and international links to the 
local area. 

 To identify the principal features of a region within the UK. 

 To locate key sites on a regional map. 

 To use scale on a map to measure approximate distances. 

 To use distance and compass points to identify the approximate 
location of a place.  

 To consider how a region can meet the needs of its population. 

 To identify key human needs and processes. 

 To gather evidence through urban fieldwork of how a region is meeting 
people’s needs. 

 To annotate an Ordnance Survey map to accurately locate specific 
sites. 

 To create symbols and a key for a simple land use map. 

 To create accurate six-figure grid references for specific sites. 

 Communicate geographical information about the region, using maps 
and writing at length. 

 
 
 



Enquiry 
  
 

United 
Kingdom 

 

 
Geographical Enquiry 

 
Physical Geography 

 
Human Geography 

 
Geographical Knowledge 

Year 6 
- Can they confidently explain scale and 

use maps with a range of scales? 

• Can they define geographical questions to 

guide their research? 

• Can they use a range of self-selected 
resources to answer questions? 

Year 6 
• Can they give extended descriptions 

of the physical features of different 
places around the world? 

• Can they describe how some places 
are similar and others are different in 
relation to their human features? 

• Can they accurately use a 4 figure 
grid reference? 
 

Year 6 
- Can they give an extended 

description of the human 

features of different places 

around the world? 

- Can they describe how some 

places are similar and others are 

different in relation to their 

physical features? 

 

Year 6 
- Can they identify and name the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn as 
well as the Artic and Antarctic 
circles? 

- Can they name the largest desert 
in the world? 

- Can they explain how the time 
zones work?  
 

Year 6 Challenge 
- Can they define geographical questions to 
guide their research? 
 

Year 6 Challenge 
- Can they plan a journey to another 

part of the world which takes 
account of time zones? 

- Do they understand the term 
sustainable development? Can they use 
it in different contexts? 

Year 6 Challenge 
- Can they explain how human 
activity has caused an 
environment to change? - Can 
they analyse population data on 
two settlements and report on 
findings and questions raised? 

Year 6 Challenge 
- Can they name and locate the 

main canals that link different 
continents? 

- Can they name the main lines of 
latitude and meridian of longitude? 

Enquiry 
 

Our Local 
Area 

 
Geographical Enquiry 

 
Physical Geography 

 
Human Geography 

 
Geographical Knowledge 

 

Year 6 
• Can they confidently explain scale and use 

maps with a range of scales? 

• Can they choose the best way to collect 

information needed and decide the most 

appropriate units of measure? 

• Can they make careful measurements and 

use the data? 

• Can they use OS maps to answer 

questions? 

• Can they define geographical questions to 

guide their research? 

• Can they use a range of self-selected 
resources to answer questions? 

Year 6 
• Can they accurately use a 4 figure 

grid reference? 
• Can they create sketch maps when 

carrying out a field study? 
 

Year 6 
- Can they map land use with 

their own criteria? 

Year 6 
- Can they recognise key symbols 

used on ordnance survey maps? 
 



 

Year 6 Challenge 
- Can they define geographical questions to 

guide their research? 

Can they use a range of self-selected 
resources to answer questions? 

Year 6 Challenge 
- Do they understand the term 
sustainable development? Can they 
use it in different contexts? 

 

Year 6 Challenge 
- Can they explain how human 

activity has caused an 

environment to change? 

- Can they analyse population 

data on two settlements and 

report on findings and 

questions raised? 

 

 


