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“An inspired learning community with Jesus Christ at 

our centre” 

 

It is our aim that, through the power of the Holy Spirit: 

 Each individual is valued, loved, welcomed and accepted as a precious 

creation of God. 

 We are a community where ‘God is love’ is revealed in the witness of 

everyday life.  

 A love of learning is inspired and the wide range of God-given gifts and 

talents of each child is celebrated and fulfilled.  

 We provide the highest possible quality of education within a learning 

environment where children are both challenged and supported. 
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Intent  

Statement of Intent 

Music is a unique way of communicating that can powerfully inspire and motivate children. It 

is a vehicle for personal expression and it can play an important part in the personal 

development of people. Music reflects the religion, culture and society we live in and so the 

teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the world they live in. 

Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can also be a highly academic and 

demanding subject. It also plays an important part in helping children feel part of a 

community. We provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy 

music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms and to begin to make 

judgments about the quality of music. 

 

 

Aims and Objectives: 

 Know and understand how sounds are made and then organised into music structures; 

 Know how music is made through a variety of instruments; 

 Know how music is composed and written down; 

 Know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was written; 

 Develop the inter-related skills of performing, composing and appreciating music. 

 

Implementation  

Curriculum 

Music is regarded as a specialist subject and will be delivered by a music specialist where 

possible.  It is also part of the wider curriculum, particularly enhancing worship in our Catholic 

school.  Every child participates in regular hymn practice.   

Children are offered a variety of musical experiences beyond the teaching of the curriculum; 

being given regular chances to perform, taken to live performances, and enhancing liturgies. 

 

Planning 

St Ignatius uses the current Curriculum 2014 statutory programmes of study and EYFS 

Development Matters to plan appropriate lessons that build on the fundamental skills of 

music making, showing clear progression from the foundation stage right up to year 6. The 

content of the programme of study is enriched by the use of Charanga, a scheme of work that 

is progressive and builds on previous work and experiences.  Wherever possible, the plans are 



 

linked to currents topics.  Regular planning meetings are held to ensure that planning is well 

differentiated and linked.  Additionally Miss Kitson, from the diocese, provides whole class 

singing and concert/ choir opportunities for years 2 and 3. 

 

Early Years and Nursery Provision 

In Early Years, the children explore the different sounds of instruments, learning to play them 

loudly and softly and to start and stop on a given signal. The children copy simple rhythms and 

are encouraged to make up rhythms of their own. They develop a repertoire of songs and 

dances and begin to create movement in response to music.  They have access to a range of 

percussion instruments both indoors and outdoors at all times.   

 

Assessment 

The class teacher, with the support of the music teacher, is responsible for assessing the 

children using the National Curriculum objectives.  Data is recorded in the music assessment 

file and on ‘Insigh’t before the end of each half term and any assessments made are used to 

inform the following half terms’ planning. 

 

Extra Curriculum & Wider Opportunities 

At St Ignatius we believe that children should be given the opportunity to develop their 

musical skills and talents outside of the normal school curriculum. We offer an active choir to 

any child from year 3 to 6 rehearsing weekly after school on a Friday.  The choir develop their 

singing skills to a high level often singing in harmony.  They lead the singing at school 

performances, masses, special occasions and join with other schools to sing and allow 

teachers to share good practise.  We also offer brass, woodwind and string instrumental 

tuition to children from years 3 to 6 through Wakefield Music Services.   

 

Differentiation, Equal Opportunities and Inclusion 

Music lessons are planned to give pupils a suitable range of activities appropriate to their age 

and abilities, where all children are encouraged and supported to develop their full potential. 

All children have equal access to the music curriculum and its associated practical activities 

through differentiation and the implementation of reasonable adjustments where required.  

The Senior Leadership Team, Class Teachers and Teaching Assistants at St. Ignatius Catholic 

Primary School are responsible for ensuring that all children, irrespective of gender, learning 

ability, physical disability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have access to the whole 

curriculum and make the greatest possible progress. 

Where appropriate, work will be adapted to meet children’s needs and extra time may be 



 

given for consolidation and reinforcement. All pupils, including the more able pupils, will be 

given suitably challenging activities to stretch and engage within and just above their own 

abilities to enhance learning.  Gender and cultural differences will be reflected positively in 

the teaching materials used. The music teacher and class teacher together are responsible for 

ensuring targets or provision detailed in a child’s ‘One Page Profile’ or ‘Supporting Me to Learn 

Plan’ are implemented within music lessons.  

 

Displays 

Each class adds to the whole school music display on a termly basis.  This promotes and 

celebrates the variety and progression of music across the school.   

 

Music Leader Roles and Responsibilities 

The music subject leader is responsible for the monitoring of provision, quality of teaching and 

learning and the accuracy and analysis of assessment in music.  The music leader also has the 

responsibility to lead on the development of an annual action plan for music in consultation 

with the SLT and also to keep SLT and Governors informed on all monitoring, evaluation and 

impact of this.  

 

Impact 

Whilst in school, children have access to a varied programme, which allows them to discover 

areas of strength, as well as areas they might like to improve upon. The nature of music creates 

an enormously rich palette from which a student may develop fundamental abilities such as: 

achievement, self-confidence, interaction with and awareness of others, and self-reflection. 

Music will also develop an understanding of culture and history, both in relation to students 

individually, as well as ethnicities from across the world. Children are able to enjoy music, in 

a variety of ways- as listener, creator or performer. They can dissect music and comprehend 

its parts. They can sing and feel a pulse. They also have an understanding of how they may 

further develop their musical skills to a higher level in the future. 

 

 

Policy Monitoring and Review 
We believe this policy will be effective only if we ensure consistency across the school by 

regular monitoring. This policy is monitored by the Subject Leader, Sarah Ridgeon, and is 

evaluated and reviewed by the whole staff every year. 

 


