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Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
Fundraising 
Recently the whole school was involved in raising money for the Australian Bush fire appeal. A number of our 
families have connections with Australia and we felt that it was right for us to 
do our part in helping to rebuild the lives of those affected by the devastating 
fires. Thanks to the generosity of the children and families at St Ignatius we 
have raised £326.20. Having shared an assembly with the children, and 
revealed the horrendous statistics of over 1 billion animals killed, the children 
decided they wanted to send the money to the WWF (World Wide Fund for 
Nature). The school has since received a certificate for being recognised as a 
Koala protector school. Thank you for all your support. I know the children 
felt proud of this donation.  
  
Dog’s Trust 
This half term we enjoyed a visit from a representative of the Dogs Trust. They delivered workshops to each class 
and talked about the valuable work they do in rescuing dogs who need help. The other reason for their visit was 
to teach the children about how to be safe and behave appropriately around dogs and how responsible owners 
should care for their dogs. It was also lovely to see all of the photographs which were sent into school of the 
special dogs in the children's lives and I know these were all shared among classes. I have sent on our thanks to 
the Dogs Trust for their time and please take another opportunity to discuss this important experience and 
message with your children.  
 
Themed RE 
All BKCAT Trust schools will be delivering a themed RE week within their schools in the first week back after the 
February holidays. This is to celebrate the’ Year of Word’. The following messages will be shared with the children. 
Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me. Always treat others as you would like them to treat you. I speak to you 
in parables. Where two or three gather in my name, there I am with you. Love God and love your neighbour as 
yourself. Wednesday 26th February is Ash Wednesday which starts the period of Lent. We will speak to the children 
about their Lenten promises; this could be giving something up or doing something extra. I usually talk to the 
children about my Lenten diet which becomes extremely hard when the Good Shepherd fundraising buns sales 
take place.  Spend time with your child talking about what they could do during this period of time. Maybe, the 
family could do something together. I will keep you posted on this.  
 
Absences 
Please report child absences by phoning school and using either option 1 which is to leave a message or option 2 
to speak to a member of the office. Groupcall or Class Dojo should not be used for reporting absences as these 
are not routinely checked throughout the day.  
 



 
Attendance 
Central to raising standards in education and ensuring all pupils can fulfil their potential is an assumption so widely 
understood that it is insufficiently stated – pupils need to attend school regularly to benefit from their education.  
 
Missing out on lessons leaves children vulnerable to falling behind. Children with poor attendance tend to achieve 
less in both primary and secondary school. 
To promote the importance of attendance at St Ignatius Catholic Primary School, I have introduced the phrase, 
‘Attendance Hero’.  
Here  
everyday  
ready  
on time. 

Weekly attendance will be tracked and the winning class will receive a trophy in SANGAM to keep for that week 

Their superhero character will reflect this with the position on the display board in the hall so that the children can 

clearly see. Our school target for attendance is 97%.  

 

Throat sweets 

It has been brought to my attention that children are bringing throat sweets into school. Obviously, we would like 

all children to attend school every day but realise this is not possible if they are sick. If your child is in need of a 

lozenge or throat sweet, please send just enough for that school day in a sealed/named envelope which must be 

handed over to the class teacher. Children should not share these and should only bring them into school if they 

are absolutely necessary. This is to prevent a child taking too many in the course of a day and will help to keep all 

children at school safe.  

 

World Book Day 

We will be celebrating World Book Day on Monday 2nd March. The official date is on Thursday 5th March. We would 

be unable to provide a quality experience for all the children due to many other commitments in the diary for that 

day. We would not like to have a half-hearted book day for the children and have therefore moved it to a more 

convenient day still within the same week. We encourage all children to dress up as a favourite book character and 

I have no doubt that the staff will oblige also. This day helps us to remember the importance of words, stories and 

imagination in a world where this can be so easily lost. 

 

St Patrick’s Evening 

There will be a St Patrick’s Family Night in the Parish Centre on Saturday 14th March from 6.30pm until 10pm. There 

will be a children’s entertainer, family games, bingo and fun. There is no food but people are welcome to bring 

their own. Tickets are priced at £2.50 per adult, £1 per child or £5 for a family ticket for 2 adults & 2 children, and 

can be bought 9.30 and 11am Mass this Sunday, or from the school office.  

 

Parents’ Evening 

Parents’ Evenings will take place on Weds 4th and Thurs 5th March. Online booking opens on Monday 10th Feb at 

11am. Please visit https://parents-booking.co.uk/stignatiuscatholic to book your appointment. Parents of SEN 

children will be contacted by the class teacher to book a separate appointment.  

 

Congratulations 

We are happy to share that Mrs Hastings is expecting her fourth child in June and Mrs Duffy is expecting her second 

child in late July. Our warmest wishes and congratulations go to them and their families.  
 
 
 
 

https://parents-booking.co.uk/stignatiuscatholic


 
 
Dates: 
Tuesday 11th February-Year 5 children to visit Beckets to see Little Shop of Horrors 
Wednesday 12th February-Yr 2/3 singing assembly with Miss Kitson for parents@9:15am 
Wednesday 12th February-Yr 4 skipping at St Wilfrids-pm 
Thursday 13th February-Friends Valentine Disco in Parish Centre: KS1 3.30-4.30pm, KS2 4.45pm-5.45pm 
Friday 14th February-Class 3 visit to York 
Monday 24th February-RE Themed week in school 
Wednesday 26th February-Ash Wednesday 
Thursday 27th February-Year 5 Art workshop (3 children TBC) at Holy Family and St Michael’s school 
Wednesday 4th March-Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 5th March-Parents’ Evening 
Monday 9th March-Wonderdome visit to school as part of British Science week 
Thursday 12th March-Year 2 Multiskills at St Wilfrid’s-am 
Wednesday 25th March-Class photos 
Thursday 9th April-Last day of term 


