
Year A – 2019/20 Year B – 2020/21       History 
 Year A KS1 

Class 2 – Victorians 
Class 1 – Bonfire Night (Also link to Kings and Queens) 

EYFS Understanding the World 
People and Communities 

Understanding the World 
The World 

40 - 60  Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines 
  

 Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

ELG  Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. 

 They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and 
traditions 

 Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

Exceeding  Children know the difference between past and present events in their own lives and some reasons why people’s 
lives were different in the past. 

 They understand that different people have different beliefs, attitudes, customs and traditions and why it is 
important to treat them with respect. 

 

National 
Curriculum 

events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally (e.g. the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries) 
 

Area Chronological Understanding Knowledge and Interpretation Historical Enquiry 

Year 1 • Can they use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time ago? 
• Can they recognise that a story that is read to them may have happened a 

long time ago? 
• Can they retell a familiar story set in the past? 
 

 Do they recognise that we celebrate certain events, such as 
bonfire night, because of what happened many years ago? 

 Do they understand that we have a queen who rules us and that 
Britain has had a king or queen for many years? 

 

 Can they answer questions using an artefact/ photograph 
provided? 

Year 1  
Challenge 

 Can they use words and phrases like: very old, when mummy and daddy 

were little? 

 Can they use the words before and after correctly? 

 Can they say why they think a story was set in the past? 

 

 Can they tell us about an important historical event that 
happened in the past?  

 Can they explain differences between past and present in their 
life and that of other children from a different time in history? 

 Do they know who will  succeed the queen  and how the 
succession works? 

• Can they answer questions using a range of artefacts/ 
photographs provided? 

Year 2 • Can they use words and phrases like: before I was born, when I was 

younger? 

• Can they use phrases and words like:  ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, 

‘then’ and ‘now’; in their historical  learning? 

• Can they use the words ‘past’ and ‘present’ accurately? 

• Can they use a range of appropriate words and phrases to describe the 

past? 

• Can they sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons 

for their order? 

 

• Can they recount some interesting facts from an historical event, 
such as where the ‘Fire of London’ started? 

• Can they explain why Britain has a special history by naming some 
famous events and some famous people? 

• Can they explain what is meant by a parliament? 
 

• Can they answer questions by using a specific source, such 
as an information book? 

• Can they research about a famous event that happens in 
Britain and why it has been happening for some time? 

 
 

Year 2 
Challenge 

 
• Can they try to work out how long ago an event happened? 

 

• Can they give examples of things that are different in their life 
from that of a long time ago in a specific period of history such as 
the Victorian times? 

• Can they explain why someone in the past acted in the way they 
did? 

• Can they say at least two ways they can find out about the 
past, for example using books and the internet? 

• Can they explain why eye-witness accounts may vary? 
• Can they research about a famous event that happens 

somewhere else in the world and why it has been 
happening for some time? 
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• Can they explain what is meant by a democracy and why it is a 
good thing? 

 

 



Year A – 2019/20 Year B – 2020/21       History 
 Year A  KS1 

Significant events and places locally 
Class 2 – ? e.g. Charles Waterton, Coal mining, 

Class 1 - liquorice production (Pontefract castle) 
  

EYFS Understanding the World 
People and Communities 

Understanding the World 
The World 

40 - 60  Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines 
  

 Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

ELG  Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. 

 They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and 
traditions 

 Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

Exceeding  Children know the difference between past and present events in their own lives and some reasons why people’s 
lives were different in the past. 

 They understand that different people have different beliefs, attitudes, customs and traditions and why it is 
important to treat them with respect. 

 

National 
Curriculum 

significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
 

Area Chronological Understanding Knowledge and Interpretation Historical Enquiry 

Year 1 • Can they use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time ago? 
• Can they tell me about things that happened when they were little? 
• Can they retell a familiar story set in the past? 
 

 Do they appreciate that some famous people have helped our 
lives be better today? 

 Do they recognise that we celebrate certain events, such as 
bonfire night, because of what happened many years ago? 

 Can they ask and answer questions about old and new 
objects? 

 Can they spot old and new things in a picture? 

 Can they answer questions using a artefact/ photograph 
provided? 

 Can they give a plausible explanation about what an object 
was used for in the past?  

 

Year 1  
Challenge 

 Can they put up to five objects/events in chronological order (recent 
history)? 

 Can they use words and phrases like: very old, when mummy and daddy 
were little? 

 Can they use the words before and after correctly? 

 Can they say why they think a story was set in the past? 

  

 Can they tell us about an important historical event that 
happened in the past?  

 Can they explain differences between past and present in their 
life and that of other children from a different time in history? 

• Can they answer questions using a range of artefacts/ 
photographs provided? 

• Can they find out more about a famous person from the 
past and carry out some research on him or her? 

 

Year 2 • Can they use words and phrases like: before I was born, when I was 

younger? 

• Can they use phrases and words like:  ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, 

‘then’ and ‘now’; in their historical  learning? 

• Can they use the words ‘past’ and ‘present’ accurately? 

• Can they use a range of appropriate words and phrases to describe the 

past? 

• Can they sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons 

for their order? 

• Can they recount the life of someone famous from Britain who 
lived in the past giving attention to what they did earlier and 
what they did later? 

• Can they explain how their local area was different in the past? 
• Can they recount some interesting facts from a local historical 

event. 
• Can they give examples of things that are different in their life 

from that of their grandparents when they were young? 
 

• Can they find out something about the past by talking to an 
older person? 

• Can they answer questions by using a specific source, such 
as an information book? 

• Can they research the life of someone who used to live in 
their area using the Internet and other sources to find out 
about them? 
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Year 2 
Challenge 

• Can they try to work out how long ago an event happened? 

 

• Can they explain why their locality (as wide as it needs to be) is 
associated with a special historical event? 

 

• Can they say at least two ways they can find out about the 
past, for example using books and the internet? 

• Can they explain why eye-witness accounts may vary? 
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 Year B -  KS1 

Changes within memory  
Class 2 – Toys 

Class 1 – School in the past 
 

EYFS Understanding the World 
People and Communities 

Understanding the World 
The World 

40 - 60  Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines 
  

 Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

ELG  Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. 

 They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and 
traditions 

 Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

Exceeding  Children know the difference between past and present events in their own lives and some reasons why people’s 
lives were different in the past. 

 They understand that different people have different beliefs, attitudes, customs and traditions and why it is 
important to treat them with respect. 

 

National 
Curriculum 

Changes within living memory - Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 
 

Area Chronological Understanding Knowledge and Interpretation Historical Enquiry 

Year 1 • Can they put up to three objects in chronological order (recent history)? 
• Can they use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time ago? 
• Can they tell me about things that happened when they were little? 
• Can they recognise that a story that is read to them may have happened a 

long time ago? 
• Do they know that some objects belonged to the past? 
• Can they retell a familiar story set in the past? 
• Can they explain how they have changed since they were born? 
 

 Do they appreciate that some famous people have helped our 
lives be better today? 

 Do they recognise that we celebrate certain events, such as 
bonfire night, because of what happened many years ago? 

 Do they understand that we have a queen who rules us and that 
Britain has had a king or queen for many years? 

 Can they begin to identify the main differences between old and 
new objects? 

 Can they identify objects from the past, such as vinyl records? 

 Can they ask and answer questions about old and new 
objects? 

 Can they spot old and new things in a picture? 

 Can they answer questions using a artefact/ photograph 
provided? 

 Can they give a plausible explanation about what an object 
was used for in the past?  

 

Year 1  
Challenge 

 Can they put up to five objects/events in chronological order (recent 

history)? 

 Can they use words and phrases like: very old, when mummy and daddy 

were little? 

 Can they use the words before and after correctly? 

 Can they say why they think a story was set in the past? 

 Can they explain why certain objects were different in the past, 
e.g. iron, music systems, televisions? 

 Can they tell us about an important historical event that 
happened in the past?  

 Can they explain differences between past and present in their 
life and that of other children from a different time in history? 

 Do they know who will  succeed the queen  and how the 
succession works? 

• Can they answer questions using a range of artefacts/ 
photographs provided? 

• Can they find out more about a famous person from the 
past and carry out some research on him or her? 

 

Year 2 • Can they use words and phrases like: before I was born, when I was 

younger? 

• Can they use phrases and words like:  ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, 

‘then’ and ‘now’; in their historical  learning? 

• Can they use the words ‘past’ and ‘present’ accurately? 

• Can they use a range of appropriate words and phrases to describe the 

past? 

• Can they sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons 

for their order? 

• Can they recount the life of someone famous from Britain who 
lived in the past giving attention to what they did earlier and 
what they did later? 

• Can they explain how their local area was different in the past? 
• Can they recount some interesting facts from an historical event, 

such as where the ‘Fire of London’ started? 
• Can they give examples of things that are different in their life 

from that of their grandparents when they were young? 
• Can they explain why Britain has a special history by naming 

some famous events and some famous people? 

• Can they find out something about the past by talking to an 
older person? 

• Can they answer questions by using a specific source, such 
as an information book? 

• Can they research the life of a famous Briton from the past 
using different resources to help them? 

• Can they research about a famous event that happens in 
Britain and why it has been happening for some time? 
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 • Can they explain what is meant by a parliament? 
 

• Can they research the life of someone who used to live in 
their area using the Internet and other sources to find out 
about them? 

 

Year 2 
Challenge 

• Can they sequence a set of objects in chronological order and give reasons 

for their order? 

• Can they sequence events about their own life? 

• Can they sequence events about the life of a famous person? 

• Can they try to work out how long ago an event happened? 

 

• Can they give examples of things that are different in 
their life from that of a long time ago in a specific period 
of history such as the Victorian times? 

• Can they explain why someone in the past acted in the 
way they did? 

• Can they explain why their locality (as wide as it needs to 
be) is associated with a special historical event? 

• Can they explain what is meant by a democracy and why 
it is a good thing? 

 

• Can they say at least two ways they can find out 
about the past, for example using books and the 
internet? 

• Can they explain why eye-witness accounts may 
vary? 

• Can they research about a famous event that 
happens somewhere else in the world and why it 
has been happening for some time? 
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Year B -  KS1 
Significant People 

Class 2 – Inspirational women (Florence Nightingale) 
Class 1 – (Neil Armstrong) 

 

EYFS Understanding the World 
People and Communities 

Understanding the World 
The World 

40 - 60  Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines 
  

 Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

ELG  Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. 

 They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and 
traditions 

 Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

Exceeding  Children know the difference between past and present events in their own lives and some reasons why people’s 
lives were different in the past. 

 They understand that different people have different beliefs, attitudes, customs and traditions and why it is 
important to treat them with respect. 

 

National 
Curriculum 

the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods (e.g. Elizabeth I and Queen 
Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith 

Cavell) 

Area Chronological Understanding Knowledge and Interpretation Historical Enquiry 

Year 1 • Can they use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time ago? 
 

 Do they appreciate that some famous people have helped our 
lives be better today? 

 Can they answer questions using a artefact/ photograph 
provided? 

Year 1  
Challenge 

 Can they put up to five objects/events in chronological order (recent history)? 

 Can they use words and phrases like: very old, when mummy and daddy were 

little? 

 Can they use the words before and after correctly? 

 Can they tell us about an important historical event that happened 
in the past?  

• Can they answer questions using a range of artefacts/ 
photographs provided? 

• Can they find out more about a famous person from the past 
and carry out some research on him or her? 

 

Year 2 • Can they use words and phrases like: before I was born, when I was younger? 

• Can they use phrases and words like:  ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘then’ 

and ‘now’; in their historical  learning? 

• Can they use the words ‘past’ and ‘present’ accurately? 

• Can they use a range of appropriate words and phrases to describe the past? 

• Can they sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons for 

their order? 

 

• Can they recount the life of someone famous from Britain who 
lived in the past giving attention to what they did earlier and what 
they did later? 

• Can they explain why Britain has a special history by naming some 
famous events and some famous people? 

 
 

• Can they answer questions by using a specific source, such as 
an information book? 

• Can they research the life of a famous Briton from the past 
using different resources to help them? 

Year 2 
Challenge 

• Can they sequence events about their own life? 

• Can they sequence events about the life of a famous person? 

 

• Can they explain why someone in the past acted in the way they 
did? 

 
 

• Can they say at least two ways they can find out about the 
past, for example using books and the internet? 

• Can they research about a famous event that happens 
somewhere else in the world and why it has been happening 
for some time? 

 


