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Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
Fundraising 
We have had a busy term fundraising for a variety of organisations. I would like to thank you all for your most 
generous support for these. The SVP and the Mini Vinnies made up 20 Backpacks which were collected and should 
be on their way to Malawi in good time for Christmas. They also helped to make 8 hampers to be distributed to 
those in need over the Christmas period.  
 
Advent 
It was wonderful to see the Christmas productions so well attended by parents, siblings and grandparents. It is 
always lovely to be able to welcome you all into school and for you to see the gifts your children have been given 
shared with others.  
 
I hope that you enjoyed the Travelling Crib coming home and the opportunity it gave to pray as a family. I have 
enjoyed reading all the prayers you wrote together as I put them up in the entrance hall over the past 3 weeks.  
 
The carol service on Friday 20th December at 2.00pm, will complete the term beautifully, reminding us all of the 
true meaning of Christmas. It is always great to see so many people in church.  
 
E-Safety update 
We have been sending home a monthly E-safety newsletter which is prepared for us by E-safety professionals. I do 
hope that you are finding this informative and useful.  
 
Just a reminder that if Santa is exceptionally generous and brings any new devices this Christmas, that any O2 shop 
will set up the security settings for you at no cost, wherever it was purchased.  
 
TT Rockstars Day 
On Thursday 9th January, we will be having a Times Table Rockstars (TTRS) re-launch day in which children will 
take part in various maths and multiplication challenges. We also ask that children come to school dressed as a 
rockstar for the day. Please be mindful that children will still need to dress appropriately for the weather. All 
children are invited to dress up on this day as the whole school will be taking part in maths activities throughout 
the day. We are mindful that this day comes after an expensive time of the year and we do not expect families to 
be purchasing brand new outfits for your children. If you are struggling to dress as a rockstar on the day, non-
uniform will be absolutely fine.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
In the top 10 schools in Wakefield for outcomes at KS2 
Everyone at St Ignatius School is proud of every child who has stepped foot into the building and been part of our 
school community. Children have gone on to become musicians, sportspeople, teachers, care workers and many 
other positions. It is the little extra opportunities that are provided that make the person who they are. However, 
it would be neglectful for us to not provide a quality first education for our children. We want all our children to 
develop a love for reading, writing and maths. So it was lovely to hear recently that the school was recognised for 
its successes in this area too. Click on the link below to read more.  
https://www.wakefieldexpress.co.uk/education/these-are-the-latest-rankings-for-every-primary-school-in-
wakefield-pontefract-castleford-and-normanton-1-10158300 
 

Swimming  
We recently received notification from Ossett Academy that the pool at their school will be closed permanently. 
We are currently in discussions with the Local authority to source an alternative pool for our swimming lessons in 
school time. I will let you know once suitable arrangements have been put into place.  
 

Parking 
You may have noticed the works have commenced in the car park at Ossett Academy. From January 2020, due to 
security changes, the car park will no longer be available for use by parents at St Ignatius School as a means of 
dropping off or picking up.   
 

Absences 
Please report child absences by phoning school and using either option 1 which is to leave a message or option 2 
to speak to a member of the office. Groupcall, email or Class Dojo should not be used for reporting absences.  
 

School Money 
Payment requests are now sent out via email from School Money. Please check your junk/spam if you cannot see 
emails from them. If you have any problems logging in or need your password resetting please contact the office. 
 

Reading Rangers 
I have attached a form requesting volunteers for Reading Rangers for the school. I do know that Class 5 are looking 
for a volunteer to hear children read on a one-one basis. The children and rangers love this time and it has been 
invaluable in helping school provide additional time to such a key skill. If you are interested, please complete the 
form and return it to school as soon as possible.  
 

Dates: 
Friday 20th December-School Carol Concert in church @2pm 
Thursday 9th January-TT Rockstar Day in school. 
Tuesday 14th January-Young Voices trip for Choir. 
Wednesday 29th January-Dog’s Trust visit to school 
Friday 14th February-Last day of the half term.  
 

We have come to the end of a long term and the whole school community is looking forward to a well-earned 
rest. The prospect of Christmas cheers us and lifts our spirits away from the cold weather and illnesses that 
have spread. Christmas has always been a magical time for me and to share this as your child’s headteacher for 
the first time has been extra special. As the term draws to a close, it is with humility and gratitude that I both 
look back on the term and with barely restrained anticipation look forward to the holidays and next term! I am 
sure that pupils, parents and carers would like to join with me in thanking all of the staff and governors at St 
Ignatius School for their continued tremendous hard work and commitment to the pupils of the school. 
Likewise, we the staff, governors and pupils would like to thank all parents and carers for all your support. Last 
but in no way the least, we the rest of the school community thank our pupils –you are indeed the reason why 
we are here and the joys you bring can brighten up our days. I pray for and wish everyone peace and happiness 
in all homes and families during this holiday season – may we all be safe and keep healthy. Merry Christmas to 
everyone! Enjoy the turkey, the mince pies, the biscuits and sweets and best of all the time spent with your 
families! See you in January 2020. 
 
 
Mr Bartram 
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Volunteers required! 

Are you a mum, dad, grandma, grandad or family member that is able to give some time to help in 
school? If so, we would love to hear from you! 

Mrs Humbles is looking to add some new 'reading rangers' to her group of valued volunteers that 
listen to children read on a one-to-one basis. This continues to be the most effective way of helping 
children to make progress with their reading but we just don't have enough ears in school to listen 
to all the children! We have been running this scheme for a couple of years and we have seen a 
great improvement in the progress of children's reading. Children also enjoy the opportunity to 
read oneto-one with an adult and that's why we would love some more ears to listen to them! 

Training will be provided, so If you are happy to 'lend us your ears' then please return the slip 
below by 29th September so that a timetable can be organised. Alternatively, call into the office and 
leave your name, contact details, preferred date of volunteering with Mrs Draper/Mrs Hastings. 

St Ignatius School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects 
all employees and volunteers to share this commitment. You will therefore be asked to consent to 
us carrying out a DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) check at no cost to you and complete a 
Disqualification by Association Declaration and Information Form. 

Thank you in advance! 

Name: 

 

I would like to volunteer to listen to children read in school. 

I am available at the following times: 

Day 

 

Time/s 

 

Which child/ren are you related to in school? 

 

Contact details 

 

Please send me a Volunteer Pack (including DBS forms) 


