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Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
In November we remember 
November month is dedicated to the Holy Souls. Each child now should have brought home a love heart. Please 
write the name(s) of those who you would like us to pray for and send this back into school. Please use a black pen 
and write these on the coloured side. Our prayer tree is building up nicely but still has room for more intentions. 
 
Red Wednesday 
On Wednesday 27th November 2019, the children are encouraged to wear something red as a stand against 
persecuted Christians across the world. We are not asking for monetary donations in school but rather raising 
awareness. Obviously our uniform is red and therefore, if children wish to do so they can wear something 
additional for that day. This could be a red t-shirt, red socks, a red headband, red bobble etc…  
Given that it is winter uniform please do not wear shorts.  Also, do not go out and buy something new for this.   
https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/red-wednesday/ 
 
Creative RE day 
We had a wonderful creative RE day in school on Wednesday 6th November, focusing on the first two strands of 
the RSE (relationships and sex education) curriculum.  The strands: created and loved by God, created to love 
others. The children received quality first teaching in a creative manner. We will display their work in school. 
 
Anti-bullying Week 
Next week is anti-bullying week in schools and we are taking a proactive approach to this. 
Bullying can begin when behaviour starts to slip. The theme for this year is ‘Change starts with 
us’. On Monday afternoon, the children from Y1-6 are to be mixed across school and they will 
be in charge of planning and organising a playtime game. Different groups will consider fairness 
within their game. Throughout the coming weeks each of their games will be promoted at 
playtimes and lunchtimes so that a range of child-friendly games are on offer for all children to 
play.  
 
Children can collect a free 'Be Kind' keyring or wristband from Smiggle stores. Please see the link below for further 
details. 
https://www.itv.com/thismorning/be-kind 
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The launch of the Safer schools APP  
All BKCAT Trust Schools are launching the recommended Safeguarding Safer Schools APP (free) on Monday 11th 
November.  The APP is available to be downloaded in most APP stores. You should receive a separate email from 
school with both the parent code and the KS2 pupil code. If you are having any difficulties, please contact school. 
 
The Safer Schools App contains contextual safeguarding information, advice and guidance tailored to meet the 
needs of individual users. All roles have access to the safety centre which explains safety settings, reporting and 
blocking functions for apps, games and other platforms. 
 
School staff have access to contemporary safeguarding information and a range of resources. Content addresses 
issues relating to safeguarding in the context of social media, including digital imagery, bullying, sexting and 
gaming. Amongst other information available, staff and teachers also have access to professional information, 
advice and CPD accredited courses on Appropriate Use of Social Media, Safeguarding Level 1 and Managing Mental 
Health in Schools. School can send push notifications to parents and pupils. 
 
Parents and carers have access to information on the popular social media platforms used by their children and 
their friends. They are also provided with an insight on critical issues such as bullying, sexting and gaming and given 
easy to follow advice on how they can make their homes and the devices they give their children safer. Parents 
can build their level of confidence by completing Parental Digital Proficiency tests in the App. 
 
Pupils in KS2 have access to age appropriate information, advice and guidance on keeping themselves safe online. 
This includes sharing images, information and privacy considerations. They also have access to content on bullying 
and are signposted to pathways for help. Schools and pupils can build their levels of online competence by 
participating in the Pupils Online Proficiency Tests in the App. 
 
Class 3 Mass 
Our first Class Mass last month, led by Class 4, was a real success. We have had positive feedback from parents 
and parishioners.  
 
On Sunday 24th November, Class 3 children are invited to lead parts of the Mass. Thank you to all those parents 
who have responded to the Groupcall email message sent from school. It promises to be another well-attended 
Mass.  Similarly to last time, roles include welcoming, reading, offertory and the homily.  Children from other 
classes are still encouraged to attend Mass. The choir have also been invited to sing again. Having met with Fr 
Richard and the pastoral support team, we feel that the choir need to sit together on the first few benches next to 
Mrs Shelton so that they are heard at their best. We will reserve these benches before Mass. If you are not a choir 
member you may sit with your family.  
 
We will help the children again to prepare for the Mass during school time so that each child knows what they are 
responsible for. Depending on their role, children would need to be in church by 8:45. ‘Welcomers’ would need to 
arrive by 8:30 so that they can hand out the hymn books and bulletins.  
 
Deco Day 
Parents are invited into school on Thursday 5th December between 9-12.00 to be part of Deco Day. We use this 
time to create decorations for the classrooms and the school. If you have more than 1 child in school, feel free to 
split your time between different classes. Teachers will be sending out dojo messages to elicit numbers. If there 
are any parents or grandparents who have a specific skill in crafting and wish to share this on this day, please 
contact your child’s teacher. Otherwise feel free to drop in and enjoy a lovely morning in school.  
 
Books for school 
School has signed up to the ‘sunfreebooksforschools’ campaign as part of the Sun newspaper. We need to collect 
3500 books tokens printed in the Sun and the Sun on Sunday between Saturday 23rd November and Saturday 18th 



 

 

January for us to be awarded the books. Please cut these out and send them into school. Spread the message to 
relatives as well. Thanks. 
 
Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
Thank you to all those that contributed to the voluntary contribution scheme last year. Also a big thanks to all 
those who have contributed and/or continue to contribute this year; the funds make a big difference to our school. 
Anybody that would like to start contributing can set up an online transfer or standing order to the following 
details:  any contribution is welcome no matter how large or small. Thank you. 
Bank: St Ignatius School 
Sort Code: 309901 
AN: 22415068 
 
Friends of St Ignatius 
We would like to thank the previous members of the Friends for their efforts in supporting the school over the 
past few years. A new constitution was formed recently and their first meeting took place. They are currently 
planning to organise the Christmas Fair and have put a plea out for donations of raffle prizes. These can be dropped 
off at the school office. To support the Christmas Fair, there will be a non-uniform day on Monday 25th November. 
Children in KS1 are asked to bring in a donation of a multipack of small chocolate bars and KS2 a multipack of small 
bags of sweets. There will be a teddy raffle so donations of pre-loved cuddly toys can also be brought in on this 
day. 
See dates below for other Friends related events. There next meeting will take place in school @7.30pm on 
Thursday 9th January 2020. All are welcome to join this meeting.  
 
Dates: 
W/C 11th November-Antibullying week plus the launch of the Safer Schools APP. 
Wednesday 13th-Friday 15th November-Year 6 Retreat to Castlerigg Manor.  
Friday 15th November-Class 4 trip to Leeds Museum. 
Monday 25th November-non uniform day in school-donations for Christmas fair.  
Wednesday 27th November-Red Wednesday 
Friday 29th November-School/Friends Christmas Fair @3.15pm in Parish Centre 
Sunday 1st December-Parish Christmas Fair@12 noon in Parish Centre 
Monday 2nd December-Skip2Bfit in school time. 
 
Wednesday 11th December-Ks1 Christmas performance @ 9.30am 
Thursday 12th December-Ks1 Christmas performance @ 2.30pm 
Friday 13th December-Nursery nativity @ 10.30am 
Friday 13th December-Choir Christmas Concert @ 5.30 
Monday 16th December-Ks2 Christmas performance @ 2.15pm 
Tuesday 17th December-Ks2 Christmas performance @ 9.30am 
Tuesday 17th December-Friends Secret stall pm 
Wednesday 18th December-Party Day with a special visitor. 
Thursday 19th December-Christmas dinner day. 
Friday 20th December-School Carol Concert in church @2pm 
 
Thank you for your continued support 
 
Mr Bartram 


