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Rationale 
 
“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their 
potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age 
five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important 
in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation 
children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.  The Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years providers must meet to ensure that 
children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to 
ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that 
provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life. 
 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Department for Education 2017 

 
 
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to five. The EYFS is a vital 
first step on a child’s journey through St Ignatius School. During this time we will endeavour to give 
every child the best possible start to their school life in a warm, safe, caring environment where each 
child is valued and encouraged to develop physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually in the image 
of Our Lord. 
 
 
Aims 
 
It is every child’s right to grow up safe (1), healthy (2), enjoying and achieving (3), making a positive 
contribution (4) and with economic well-being (5).  
 
At St Ignatius School the overarching aim of the EYFS is to help young children to achieve these five 
‘Every Child Matters’ outcomes. 
 
The EYFS is based upon four principles: 

 A Unique Child  

 Positive Relationships 

 Enabling Environments  

 Learning and Development 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

A Unique Child 
 

At St Ignatius School we recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, 
capable, confident and self assured. We recognise that children develop in individual ways, at varying 
rates. Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback from others, 
therefore, we use praise and encouragement to assist children in developing a positive attitude to 
learning. 
 
Inclusion 
 
In our school we believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to 
achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when 
planning for their learning. 
We meet the needs of all our children through: 

 planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and 
interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence; 

 using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs; 

 providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all children is 
valued; 

 using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping; 

 monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary. 
 

It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children on 
boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with 
choices to help them develop this important life skill. Children should be allowed to take risks, but 
need to be taught how to recognise and avoid hazards.  
We aim to protect the physical and psychological well being of all children. (See Whole School 
Safeguarding Children Policy) 
 
 

Positive Relationships 
 

At St Ignatius School we recognise that children learn to be strong and independent from the secure 
relationships that they form. We aim to develop caring, respectful, professional relationships with the 
children and their families.  
 
Parents as Partners 
 
We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value the 
contribution they make. 
We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in educating the children. We 
do this through: 

 talking to parents about their child before their child starts in our school or nursery. Home 
visits are offered to all parents of children starting nursery. 

 inviting all parents to an induction meeting during the term before their child starts 
Reception; 

 encouraging parents to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns. There are 
formal meetings for parents in the Autumn and Spring terms at which the teacher and the 



parent discuss the child’s progress. Parents receive a report on their child’s attainment and 
progress at the end of each school year. 

 arranging a variety of activities throughout the year that encourage collaboration between 
child, school and parents: Class 1 parents are invited to join the Reception children at  
Sports Day, Nativity, Class Assemblies etc; Nursery parents are also invited to our Sharing 
Days each half term where the children share with their parents some of the activities they 
have enjoyed based on the current topic 

 inviting parents to share children’s achievements from home via the Wow Wall flowers 
available in Nursery and Class 1. 

 Nursery parents are invited to stay for a ‘Share a Story’ session each Friday morning. 
During this time parents help their child to choose a new story bag and game bag to share a 
home. Parents also stay for a short time to share a story with their child. 

 Parents are invited to comment on and contribute to their child’s learning journal via the 
Tapestry Journal app. 
 

 
Enabling Environments 

 
At St Ignatius School we recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending 
the children’s development. This begins by observing the children and assessing their interests, 
development and learning, before planning challenging but achievable activities and experiences to 
extend the children’s learning.  
 
Observation, Assessment and Planning 
 
We make regular assessments of children’s learning and we use this information to ensure that future 
planning reflects identified needs. Assessment in the EYFS takes the form of observation, and this 
involves the teacher and other adults as appropriate. This ongoing observational assessment of each 
child’s achievements, interests and learning styles may take the form of anecdotal observations, 
focused observations and assessments eg sound/number and high frequency words, annotated 
examples of work, photographs and information from parents. Teachers plan for observational 
assessment when undertaking medium and short term planning. Observations in Early Years are 
recorded on Tapestry Journal. Staff and parents can add observations and comment on those 
already uploaded. 
At St Ignatius School, we use Insight to record judgements against the Development Matters Ages 
and Stages. Within the final term of the EYFS, we provide a written summary to parents, reporting 
their progress against the Early Learning Goals.  
 
The topics used for delivering the EYFS are mapped out at the beginning of the school year to ensure 
coverage of the Early Years curriculum. However, the teacher may alter his/her planning in response 
to children’s identified learning needs and interests as he/she sees fit. Both Nursery and Reception 
follow the Religious Education Scheme – The Way, The Truth and The Life.  
 
The Learning Environment 
 
The Nursery and Class 1 classrooms are organised to allow children to explore and learn securely 
and safely. Each classroom is set up in learning areas, where children are able to find and locate 
equipment and resources independently. Both classes have access to a secure outdoor area which is 
used daily. This has a positive effect on the children’s development. Being outdoors offers 
opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors. It offers the 
children chance to explore, use their senses and be physically active and exuberant.  We plan 



activities and resources for the children to access outdoors that help the children to develop in all 7 
areas of learning. 

Learning and Development 
 

At St Ignatius School we recognise that children learn and develop in different ways and at different 
rates. We value all areas of learning and development equally and understand that they are inter 
connected.  
 
There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational programmes in 
early years settings. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. Three 
areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for 
building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. These three areas, the prime areas, are: 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development  
 
Providers must also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are 
strengthened and applied. The specific areas are: 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 
 

We aim to deliver all seven areas of the EYFS through planned, purposeful play, with a balance of 
adult-led and child-initiated activities. 
 
In planning and guiding children’s activities, practitioners must reflect on the different ways that 
children learn and reflect these in their practice.  
Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:  
 

 playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  

 active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and 
enjoy achievements  

 creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between 
ideas, and develop strategies for doing things 

 
Along with the objectives from the Prime and Specific areas of learning, staff are able to record 
children’s Characteristics of Effective Learning on the Tapestry Journal programme. Teachers report 
on progress in the Prime areas, Specific areas and Characteristics of Effective Learning in each 
child’s formal school report during the summer term. 
 
 
 

Monitoring and review 
 

It is the responsibility of the EYFS teachers to follow the principles stated in this policy. 
There is a named Governor responsible for the EYFS. This governor will discuss EYFS practice with 
the practitioners regularly and provide feedback to the whole governing body, raising any issues that 
require discussion. 
The Head teacher and EYFS coordinator will carry out monitoring on the EYFS as part of the whole 
school monitoring schedule. 
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