
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents 

 

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and feel refreshed for a new year. 2019 will bring fresh 

challenges which we will be ready for. Let’s journey on this together.  

 

RE 

This half term the children in Class 5 will study the topic, ‘Exploring the Mass’. In this topic the 

children will learn about the different parts of the Mass, including the Liturgy of the Word and the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist. They will learn about the first Passover and show an understanding of the 

links between it and the Last Supper Jesus had with his disciples. They will reflect on the importance 

of the body and blood of Christ for Catholics.  

 

 

English 

The children will be looking at different styles of writing. We will have two main focuses throughout 

this term. The first will be to create a newspaper report, concentrating on maintaining formality 

throughout. The children will read through good examples, showcasing effective use of both the 

active and passive voice. The second focus is around mystery writing which will engage the 

children with different text genres. 

 

 

Maths  

The maths this half term will link to the work undertaken before Christmas; we begin by having a 

focus on percentages and decimals. The children will be able to compare these with the fraction 

work we have done previously. Then we will move on to looking at some algebra. 

 

History 

The children will be studying the ‘Vikings’ in history. We will look at the Vikings background, 

including where they came from as well as wondering why they raided countries including Britain. 

The children will understand how some kings in Britain dealt with the Viking invaders. 

 

 

Science 

In Science the children will be looking at ‘Electricity’. They will be explaining the importance of the 

major discoveries in electricity. They will be extending their knowledge of drawn circuits further. 

Like in previous topics, they will test investigations and think deeply about  what has occurred and 

why that might be.  

 

Design Technology 

The children will study ‘Electrical and mechanical components.’ They are aiming to create a 

product with these features.  

The two questions they must consider throughout are: Can they use different kinds of circuit in their 

product? Can they think of ways in which adding a circuit would improve their product? 

 

 



 

 

 

PE 

PE will take place on a Tuesday afternoon with Ms Humbles and a Friday morning with Mr Bartram. 

Please make sure your child has both indoor (dark shorts and plain white T-Shirt) and outdoor 

clothes (white T-Shirt, tracksuit bottoms and top, socks and trainers. They can also bring a woolly 

hat if they would like for this.) at all times. Many children were wearing school cardigans for PE last 

half term and this is not appropriate.   

 

Homework 

Homework will be given to the children every Thursday to be returned on the following Tuesday. 

This will include a piece of literacy and/or maths work linked to what the children have been 

learning that week. The weekly spelling test on the Tuesday will be recommencing too. I also advise 

children to use their SATs practise books little and often from this term onwards.   

 

House-Keeping 

Indoor shoes are part of our school uniform and it is important that children remember to change 

from their outdoor footwear when they are in the building. Please ensure that your child has their 

name clearly marked in their pumps.  

 

If your child has a school dinner, please try to preorder your dinner using the Live Kitchen website. 

There have been some occasions when certain meals have run out when ordering in the morning.  

 

I will continue to use Class Dojo regularly as a reward system for the children and will also post 

photographs of work and attach useful resources.   

 

If you have any concerns or anything you wish to discuss, please contact school and I will be 

happy to meet with you. 

 

A new year message: 

 
“May Light always surround you; 
Hope kindle and rebound you. 
May your Hurts turn to Healing; 
Your Heart embrace Feeling. 
May Wounds become Wisdom; 
Every Kindness a Prism. 
May Laughter infect you; 
Your Passion resurrect you. 
May Goodness inspire  
your Deepest Desires. 
Through all that you Reach For,  
May your arms Never Tire.” 

 

S BARTRAM (MR) - Class 5 Teacher.    7 January 2019 


